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Paryatan Parv „Paryatan Parv‟ of the Ministry of Tourism has begun across the country 

What is Paryatan Parv? The Paryatan Parv will showcase the cultural diversity of the 

country, with cultural performances, crafts bazaar, food court showcasing folk and classical 

dance & music, handicrafts & handlooms and cuisine from all regions and States of the country. 

Commission to Examine Sub Categorization of other Backward Classes  

The President of India, in exercise of the powers conferred by article 340 of the 

Constitution, has appointed a Commission to examine the sub-categorization of Other 

Backward Classes. Former Delhi High Court Chief Justice G. Rohini has been appointed by 

President of India as the head of the Commission.  

Background:  

The decision to appoint the commission follows an August 23 Cabinet decision to 

examine the extent of inequitable distribution of benefits of reservation among caste and 

communities included in the broad list of OBCs. At present, there is no sub-categorisation and 

27% reservation is a monolithic entity. 

World Habitat Day: 2 October  
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The United Nations designated the first Monday of October of every year as World 

Habitat Day to reflect on the state of our towns and cities, and on the basic right of all to 

adequate shelter. It is also intended to remind the world that we all have the power and the 

responsibility to shape the future of our cities and towns Cleanest iconic place in the country Sri 

Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple in Madurai has been adjudged the cleanest iconic place in 

the country under Swachhta Hi Seva (cleanliness is service) programme. The temple earned the 

top slot from among 10 iconic places selected under the Swachh Bharath Mission in the 

country.  

Background: 

 Meenakshi Temple is a historic Hindu temple located on the southern bank of the Vaigai 

River in the temple city of Madurai, Tamil Nadu, India. It is dedicated to Meenakshi, a form of 

Parvati, and her consort, Sundareswar, a form of Shiva. The temple forms the heart and lifeline 

of the 2,500-year-old city of Madurai. About Swachhta Hi Seva campaign: It was a nation-

wide, fortnight-long sanitation campaign launched to highlight the government‘s flagship 

cleanliness initiative Swachh Bharat Mission. 

International Day of the Girl Child The International Day of the Girl Child was 

celebrated by countries across the world on October 11. 

India 100th on global hunger index Global Hunger Index for the year 2017 has been 

released. Key facts on GHI:  The report is released by the International Food Policy Research 

Institute (IFPRI). 
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  The hunger index ranks countries based on undernourishment, child mortality, child 

wasting (low weight for 

Universal social security plan In an attempt to improve the life of the extremely poor 

people of India, the government has drafted a Rs 1.2 lakh crore plan to provide universal social 

security coverage for the poorest people of the country. 

About the scheme:  This broader programme envisagesthree categories — the poorest 

20%, who will get a government payout; those 

 who subscribe on their own and formal sector workers who will need to set aside a 

fixed proportion of income toward the scheme.  The scheme will have two tiers. The first of 

these comprises mandatory pension, insurance (both death and 

 (disability) and maternity coverage and the second, optional medical, sickness and 

unemployment coverage.  Funds collected under the universal social security scheme will be 

divided into sub-schemes and be ringfenced, 

 meaning the benefits and the contribution will be commensurate. 

Call Swachh Bharat toilets „Izzat Ghar‟:  

Centre to states Every toilet constructed across the country under the Swachh Bharat 

Mission could now be called ‗Izzat Ghar‘, or something equivalent in a local language that 

means house of dignity, following a directive from the Centre to the states 
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About SBM:  

Swachh Bharat Mission was officially launched on 2 October 2014 and is India‘s biggest ever 

cleanliness drive. It aims to eliminate open defecation by 2019. The goal also includes the 

elimination of open defecation, conversion of insanitary toilets to pour flush toilets, eradicating 

of manual scavenging and Municipal Solid Waste Management (MSWM) 

Spain hit by constitutional crisis Referendum on independence for Catalonia was recently 

held. Catalan officials have claimed that preliminary results of its referendum have shown 90% 

in favour of independence in the vote vehemently opposed by Spain. 

Karnataka needs its own flag Chief minister of Karnataka Siddaramaiah has once again 

invoked Kannada pride, saying the government is firm on Karnataka having a state flag. 

Article 35A   

It is a provision incorporated in the Indian Constitution giving the Jammu and Kashmir State 

Legislature to decide 

 ‗permanent residents‘ of the State.  Grant those permanent resident special right and 

privileges in State public sector jobs, acquisition of property 

 within the State, scholarships and other public aid and welfare programme 

Five-judge statute Bench to decide on Aadhaar validity Backgound:  
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A nine-judge bench unanimously ruled that right to privacy was a fundamental right and 

formed an intrinsic part of right to life guaranteed under Article 21. 

5 new governors appointed President Ram Nath Kovind has appointed new Governors to Tamil 

Nadu, Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, Assam and Meghalaya. President appointed Banwarilal 

Purohit as the Governor of Tamil Nadu, Brig. (Dr.) B.D. Mishra (Retd.) as the Governor of 

Arunachal Pradesh, Satya Pal Malik as the Governor of Bihar, Jagdish Mukhi as the Governor 

of Assam and Ganga Prasad as the Governor of Meghalaya.  

Appointment and tenure of governors: Quick look:  

The governors and lieutenant-governors are appointed by the president for a term of 5 

years. Article 157 and Article 158 of the Constitution of India specify eligibility requirements 

for the post of governor. 

Election Commission announces Assembly Poll Schedule to Himachal Pradesh, stalls 

announcement of Gujarat Poll Schedule. PM slammed Opposition that it has no right for 

questioning the Election Commission‘s motives in delaying the announcement of the Assembly 

poll schedule for the Gujarat State. 

Fix deadline for PMJDY insurance claims Reviewing the performance of PMJDY, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi recently asked the finance ministry to fix a time limit for payment of 

insurance claims of Rs 30,000 to the family of the deceased who opened a bank account under 

the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) in 2014-15. 
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Background:  

Under the PMJDY, any person who opened his first bank account between August 15, 

2014, and January 26, 2015, along with a RuPay card, is eligible for a life cover of Rs 30,000 

on death due to any cause. The idea is to provide security to poor families in both urban and 

rural areas who cannot afford direct insurance and are not covered under any social security 

scheme.  

         According to the government, crores of new bank accounts were opened in 2014-15 after 

the PM launched the scheme.  

About PMJDY:  

The primary aim of this scheme is to provide poor people access to bank accounts.  The 

scheme covers both urban and rural areas of India. All bank accounts will be linked to a debit 

card which 

 would be issued underthe Ru-Pay scheme. Rupay isIndia‘s own unique domestic card 

network owned by National Payments Corporation of India and has been created as an 

alternative to Visa and Mastercard.  Under this scheme, every individual who opens a bank 

account becomes eligible to receive an accident insurance 

 cover of up-to Rs 1 Lakh for his entire family.  The scheme also provides incentives to 

business and banking correspondents who serve as link for the last mile 
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 between savings account holders and the bank by fixing a minimum monthly remuneration of 

Rs 5000. S 

BBBP Week The Ministry of Women and Child Development will be celebrating the 

Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Week from 09th to 14th October, 2017. The week is being celebrated 

in view of the International Girl Child Day on 11th October, 2017. The theme of the program 

will be ―Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Week- The Daughters of New India―. 

Unprecedented community action in ‗Gram Samridhi Evam Swachhata Pakhwada‘ from 

1st to 15th October, 2017 In partnership with State Governments and other Departments, 

Department of Rural Development organized Gram Samridhi Evam Swachhata Pakhwada from 

1st October to 15th October, 2017. Gram Sabhas were held in nearly all the Gram Panchayats of 

the Country on 2nd October. During this period,  DISHA Monitoring Portal and Gram Samvaad 

App were introduced on 11th October, 2017. 

 Disha Monitoring Portal would enable Members of Parliament to track progress in 

implementation of various centrally sponsored schemes in their constituency. o Gram Samvaad 

Mobile app allows a citizen to access information on and implementation of Rural Development 

schemes at Panchayat level.  As reported on the Swachh Gram Portal over 4.75 lakh cleanliness 

drives were taken up in villages. 

 38,283 villages were declared open defecation free, o 5.98 lakh individual households 

latrines completed and initiatives for Solid and Liquid Waste Management undertaken across 
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Gram Panchayats.  Thrust was placed on skill development among youth and total of 1404 Skill 

Raths were launched in different 

 parts of the country to register demand through the Kaushal Panji App for skill 

training.  Public accountability thrust wasseen at Panchayat offices, with complete disclosure of 

beneficiary lists and works 

 under execution with details.  Special efforts were made in the 50,000 Gram 

Panchayats that States have been selected purposively by State 

 Governments for coverage under Mission Antyodaya. Gram Samridhi Evam 

Swacchata Pakhwada It is an effort to prepare the Gram Panchayat Development Plan through 

extensive community participation especially of women and youth. The recommendations of 

this plan will be given top most priority in finalization of Annual Action Plan across schemes 

and programmes of various Ministries and Departments. 

About the Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY) scheme:  

The PMMY Scheme was launched in April, 2015. The scheme‘s objective is to refinance 

collateral-free loans given by the lenders to small borrowers.  The scheme, which has a corpus 

of Rs 20,000 crore, can lend between Rs 50,000 and Rs 10 lakh to small 

 entrepreneurs.  Banks and MFIs can draw refinance under the MUDRA Scheme after 

becoming member-lending institutions of 
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 MUDRA. Significance of this scheme:  It will greatly increase the confidence of 

young, educated or skilled workers who would now be able to aspire to 

 become first generation entrepreneurs.   Existing small businesses, too, will be able to 

expand their activities. 

  Under the scheme, by floating MUDRA bank, the Centre has ensured credit flow to 

SMEs sector and has also 

 identified NBFCs as a good fit to reach out to them. 

Sampoorna Bima Gram Yojana In a bid to provide affordable life insurance services to 

people, particularly those living in rural areas of the country, the government has launched 

Sampoorna Bima Gram (SBG) Yojana and expanded the coverage of Postal Life Insurance 

(PLI). With this, apart from government employees, PLI will now cover professionals also. The 

decision has been taken to enlarge the cover of social security and bring the maximum number 

of people under the protection of Postal Life Insurance (PLI). 

About the Sampoorna Bima Gram (SBG) Yojana:  

Under the Sampoorna Bima Gram (SBG) Yojana, at least one village (having a minimum 

of 100 households) will be identified in each of the revenue districts of the country, wherein 

endeavour will be made to cover all households of that identified village with a minimum of 

one RPLI (Rural Postal Life Insurance) policy each. Coverage of all households in the 

identified Sampoorna Bima Gram village is the primary objective of this scheme.  
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Rural Postal Life Insurance (RPLI), introduced on March 24, 1995 on the 

recommendations of the Malhotra Committee, provides insurance cover to people residing in 

rural areas, especially weaker sections and women living in rural areas. Postal Life Insurance: 

Postal Life Insurance (PLI) was introduced on 1st February 1884. In the beginning, the upper 

limit of life insurance was only Rs 4000, which has now increased to Rs 50 lakh.  

It covers employees of Central and state governments, Central and state public sector 

undertakings, universities, government-aided educational institutions, nationalized banks, local 

bodies, autonomous bodies, joint ventures having a minimum of 10% Govt./PSU stake, credit 

co-operative societies etc. 

Adopt a Heritage Scheme (Apni Dharohar Apni Pehchan Project):  Scheme was launched on 

World Tourism Day i.e. 27th September, 2017 by Ministry of Tourism in close 

 collaboration with Ministry of Culture and Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) which 

envisages developing monuments, heritage and tourist sites across India and making them 

tourist friendly.  Ministry of Tourism invited Private, Public Sector Companies and Corporate 

individuals to adopt the sites and to 

 take up the responsibility for making our heritage and tourism more sustainable through 

conservation and development. 

Intensified Mission Indradhanush (IMI) The government has launched Intensified 

Mission Indradhanush (IMI). Through this programme, the Government aims to reach each and 
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every child under two years of age and all those pregnant women who have been left uncovered 

under the routine immunisation programme. The special drive will focus on improving 

immunization coverage in select districts and cities to ensure full immunization to more than 

90% by December 2018. 

SANKALP & STRIVE Schemes to boost Skill India Mission The Cabinet Committee on 

Economic Affairs has approved two new World Bank supported schemes of Rs. 6,655 crore – 

Skills Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood Promotion (SANKALP) and Skill 

Strengthening for Industrial Value Enhancement (STRIVE).  

About SANKALP and STRIVE:  

SANKALP is Rs 4,455 crore Centrally sponsored scheme including Rs. 3,300 crore loan 

support from World Bank whereas STRIVE is a Rs. 2,200 crore – central sector scheme, with 

half of the scheme outlay as World bank loan assistance.  SANKALP and STRIVE are outcome 

focused schemes marking shift in government‘s implementation strategy in 

 vocational education and training from inputs to results.  SANKALP will provide 

market relevant training to 3.5 crore youth. STRIVE will focus to improve on the quality and 

 the market relevance of vocational training provided in ITIs and strengthen the 

apprenticeship programme through industry-cluster approach. 

India‘s First Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Kendra for Skilling in Smart Cities inaugurated at Mandir 

Marg, New Delhi India‘s first Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Kendra (PMKK) has been set up under 
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Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana by National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) in 

collaboration with New Delhi Municipal Council Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana 

(PMKVY)  It is an initiative of Indian government to make country‘s youth employable and 

strengthen them economically 

 by providing them a meaningful, industry relevant, skill based training.  The beneficiaries 

under the scheme are successfully trained, assessed, certified and awarded financially by the 

government.     PMKVY is being run by the Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship 

(MSDE) while National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) is the implementing agency 

for the scheme.  At present there are 221 job roles available with 34 skill councils for which the 

courses are being offered across the nation. Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Kendra (PMKK), Mandir 

Marg, New Delhi  Leverages NDMC infrastructure for skilling initiatives.    Has a capacity of 

skilling 4,000 youth annually 

  Will be managed by Orion Edutech, which has an impeccable record of training nearly 3 

lakh candidates through its network of over 275 skill development centres across the country. 

Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharta Abhiyan Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

recently launched the Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharta Abhiyan (PMGDISHA) at 

Gandhinagar in Gujarat.  
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About PMGDISHA:  

PMGDISHA is government initiative with an objective to impart digital literacy among 

the people residing in rural areas. It is an important initiative under Modi‘s vision of ‗Digital 

India‘ that intends at making one person in every family digitally literate.  This scheme will 

focus on making at last six crore people in rural areas(across States/UTs) digitally literate. By 

March 31, 2019, it is expected to reach around 40 per cent rural households in the country Mitra 

Shakti 2017 The fifth India-Sri Lanka Joint Training Exercise MITRA SHAKTI 2017 is being 

held in Pune. 

 India, Sri Lanka ink housing project deal in Hambantota Sri Lanka signed an agreement 

with India to build 1,200 houses in the southern port city- Hambantota. Of the 1,200 

houses to be built, 600 will be constructed in the Southern Province, while the remaining 

would be built across Sri Lanka, through one model village in each of the country‘s 25 

districts 

 First Ever Tri-Services India-Russia War Exercise – IndRa India and Russia have begun 

their first mega tri-services war gameIndra involving their armies, navies and air forces 

with an aim to boost their operational coordination. 

 Anti-nuclear weapons group Ican wins Nobel Peace Prize The Nobel Peace Prize has 

been awarded to the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (Ican). Ican 

has been chosen for its ―groundbreaking efforts to achieve a treaty prohibition‖ on 
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nuclear weapons. The group will receive nine million Swedish kronor ($1.1 million, 

£846,000) along with a medal and a diploma at a ceremony in December. 

 U.S., Israel quit UNESCO The U.S. has announced its withdrawal from the United 

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), accusing it of 

―continuing anti-Israel bias.‖ Besidesthe US, Israel has also decided to pull out of 

UNESCO 

World Food Day  

World Food Day is celebrated on October 16 every year to raise awareness on the issues 

of poverty and hunger. World Food Day was established by Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in November 1979 and since then the day is 

celebrated worldwide by many organisations that are concerned with food security 

Significance of this event:  

 World Food Day is a chance to show our commitment to Sustainable  

Development Goal (SDG) 2 – to achieve Zero Hunger by 2030.  

„Decision on removal of fishing subsidies certain in WTO‟s Dec. meet‟  

Event:  
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WTO‘s Ministerial Conference meeting at Buenos Aires (Argentina) to be held in 

December 2017. Mukhisa Kituyi, Secretary-General, UN Conference on Trade and 

Development 

Nobel Economics Prize  

US economist Richard Thaler won the 2017 Nobel Economics Prize for his 

contributions in the field of behavioural economics.  

The economics prize, officially called the Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic 

Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel, was established in 1968. It was not part of the original 

group of awards set out in dynamite tycoon Nobel‘s 1895 will.  

Contributions of Richard Thaler:  

His empirical findings and theoretical insights have been instrumental in creating the new 

and rapidly expanding field of behavioural economics, which has had a profound impact on 

many areas of economic research and policy. 

Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha Kosh (RRSK)  

 Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha Rosh (RRSK) is a dedicated fund for critical safety-related works.  

 In Budget 2017-18, Ministry had announced the setting up a special safety fund with a corpus 

of more than Rs. 1 lakh crore over a period of five years. Finance Ministry would contribute Rs. 
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15,000 crore annually towards the fund, the Ministry of Railways would fund the balance Rs. 

5,000 crore every year.  

BharatMala project:  

The BharatMala project will include economic corridors (9,000 km), inter-corridor and feeder 

route (6,000 km), national corridors efficiency improvement (5,000 km), border roads and 

international connectivity (2,000 km), coastal roads and port connectivity (2,000 km) and 

Greenfield expressways (800 km).  

 Further, the remaining road projects of 10,000 km under the National Highways 

Development Project will form a part of the programme.  

 The government has identified new routes between economically important cities that would 

be 20% longer in terms of distance but take relatively less travel time.  

International Conference on Consumer Protection:  

PM inaugurates International Conference on Consumer Protection for East, South and South-

East Asian Countries with the theme of ―Empowering Consumers in New Markets‖ in New 

Delhi 

It will replace the Consumer Protection Act of 1986 by incorporating the amended 2015 UN 

guidelines on consumer protection  

India emerging as a leader among milk producing nations  



Unique IAS Academy – TNPSC Current Affairs October 2017 
 

Unique IAS Academy,1st Street Gandhipuram, Coimbatore               9884267599 Page 17 
 

Context:  

Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister said India is emerging as a leader among milk 

producing nations at Pashu Arogya Mela in Semwapur, Motihari. India produces 163.7 million 

tonne milk in 2016-17 worth over Rs.4 lakh crore. There are 19 crore cattle in the country, 

which amounts to 14% of the total cattle population of the world.  

Rashtriya Gokul Mission:  

 Rashtriya Gokul Mission, 2014 is a focussed project under National Programme for Bovine 

Breeding and Dairy Development.  

 It‘s objective is to conserve and propagate indigenous breeds in an organized and scientific 

manner  

MSME Delayed Payment Portal – MSME Samadhaan  

Delayed Payment Portal – MSME Samadhaan was lanched for empowering micro and 

small entrepreneurs across the country to directly register their cases relating to delayed 

payments by Central Ministries/Departments/CPSEs/State Governments. 

Uday Kotak Committee suggests changes in corporate governance rules  

A corporate governance comittee was formed by the Sebi in June 2017, under the 

chairmanship of Uday Kotak, MD, Kotak Mahindra Bank, with a view to enhance the 

standards of this regime of listed entities in India. The committee recently submitted its report. 
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Boosting horticulture through remote sensing  

Union Agriculture Minister Radha Mohan Singh has announced March 2018 as the 

deadline to complete the ambitious project of developing the horticulture sector using remote 

sensing technology and geo-informatics.  

Background:  

In a bid to develop India‘s horticulture sector and help states identify suitable areas and 

crop types, the agriculture ministry is already working on a project which uses satellites and 

remote sensing technology. The project is known as CHAMAN. 

About Bharatmala project:  

Bharatmala envisions 44 economic corridors across the country at a cost of at least 

Rs 5 lakh crore. The programme, along with the proposal to enhance NHAI‘s powers, is likely 

to get Cabinet clearance soon.  

 The Bharatmala corridors have been mapped as per traffic density and economic relevance of 

the cities that will be connected with the help of the Bhaskaracharya Institute for Space 

Applications and Geo-informatics. The project involves constructing 24,000km of fresh 

highways. The project is aimed at speeding up cargo movement and the development of 

multimodal logistics hubs and parks on the periphery of major commercial centres.  



Unique IAS Academy – TNPSC Current Affairs October 2017 
 

Unique IAS Academy,1st Street Gandhipuram, Coimbatore               9884267599 Page 19 
 

 The project includes construction of feeder routes alongside national highways. Around 80% 

of Bharatmala will be based on a government funded, engineering procurement and 

construction (EPC) model while the rest will be a hybrid-annuity public private partnership  

SAATHI: EESL to provide powerloom equipment to small units  

The Ministry of Power along with the Ministry of Textiles have launched its new 

initiative named Sustainable and Accelerated Adoption of efficient Textile technologies to help 

small Industries. 

US scientists awarded Nobel in medicine for body clock insights  

Three US scientists have won the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine ―for their 

discoveries of molecular mechanisms controlling the circadian rhythm,‖ otherwise known 

as our biological clock.  

 Jeffrey C. Hall, Michael Rosbash and Michael W. Young were awarded the prize for their 

research on how plants, humans and animals adapt their biological rhythm to synchronize with 

our planet‘s day and night cycle, as the earth rotates, in order to control their daily life.  

Background:  

All living organisms on Earth have an internal clock, known as the circadian rhythm, which in 

humans underlies why we are awake during the day and sleep at night. But our biological clock 

also helps regulate eating habits, hormone release, blood pressure and body temperature 
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Nobel prize for gravitational wave detection  

Three American scientists from the Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory 

(LIGO) have won the Nobel Prize in Physics for their contribution to detecting gravitational 

waves — ripples in the fabrics of spacetime which were predicted by Albert Einstein a hundred 

years ago.  

 The scientists were awarded the Nobel prize “for decisive contributions to the LIGO 

detector and the observation of gravitational waves”.  

 The 9 million Swedish kronor (825,000 British pounds) prize will be divided. One half was 

awarded to Rainer Weiss of Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and the other half 

jointly to Barry C. Barish and Kip S. Thorne — both from California Institute of Technology 

(Caltech).  

2017 Nobel Prize in Chemistry  

The 2017 Nobel prize in Chemistry has been awarded to Jacques Dubochet (University of 

Lausanne, Switzerland) Joachim Frank (Columbia University, New York) and Richard 

Henderson (MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biology, Cambridge, U.K.) ―for developing cryo-

electron microscopy for the high-resolution structure determination of biomolecules in 

solution― 

INS kiltan  
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INS Kiltan (P30), third Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW) stealth corvettes built under Project 28 

(Kamorta Class) was recently commissioned into the Indian Navy 

Bureau of Indian standards (BIS) Act 2016 brought into force  

A new Bureau of Indian standards (BIS) Act  

2016 which was notified on 22nd March, 2016, has been brought into force with effect 

from 12th October, 2017. Parliament had in March 2016 passed the law to replace the BIS Act 

of 1986 

Turtle Sanctuary to be set up in Allahabad  

In order to protect the rich aquatic biodiversity of river Ganga from escalating 

anthropogenic pressures, development of a Turtle sanctuary in Allahabad along with a River 

Biodiversity Park at Sangam have been approved under Namami Gange programme 

India Water Week (IWW)-2017  

The India Water Week 2017 is going to be held between October 10 – 14, 2017 at Vigyan 

Bhavan, New Delhi. Various conferences and exhibitions involving stakeholders will be held 

during this week. 

India to host UN Summit on Conservation of Migratory Species in 2020  
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The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has announced that India will host 

next Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) Conference 

of Parties 13 (CMS COP13) in year 2020. 

INS Chakra:  

 INS Chakra is a Russia-made, nuclear-propelled, hunter-killer submarine.  

 The Akula class submarine is an SSN, and is to provide escort to INS Arihant, the 

indigenously constructed ballistic missile submarine that would carry nuclear missiles.  

Facts for Prelims  

Man Booker Prize: George Saunders wins for Lincoln in the Bardo  

George Saunders has won the Man Booker prize for his novel Lincoln in the Bardo – 

becoming the second US author to take home the £50,000 fiction award.  

 The book tells the story of Abraham Lincoln‘s grief after the death of his young son, and his 

visits to his tomb.  

About Man Booker Prize:  

The leading literary award in English, The Man Booker Prize was launched in 1969. It aims to 

promote the ‗finest in fiction‘ and is awarded each year to the book adjudged as the best novel 

of the year written in English and published in the United Kingdom. 
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Polavaram Project  

Polavaram Project is a multi-purpose irrigation project which has been accorded national 

project status by the union government. This dam across the Godavari River is under 

construction located in West Godavari District and East Godavari District in Andhra Pradesh 

state and its reservoir spreads in parts of Chhattisgarh and Odisha States also. 

1. India won Asia Cup Hockey Championship 2017 held in Dhaka defeating Malaysia. 

Pakistan stood third in the game. This is the Third Asia Cup Hockey title won by India which 

had won the Asia Cup Hockey previously in 2003 (Kuala Lumpur) and 2007 (Chennai).  

2. Gaganjeet Bhullar won Macao Open golf trophy 2017 and bagged his eighth Asian Tour 

title.  

3. To highlight tribal way of agriculture in „Janjatiya Kisan Swaraj Yatra‟ in south Rajasthan 

laid focus on sustainable farming through rain-fed agriculture and indigenous tribal practices  

4. 69 species of Butterflies were recorded in a study by the Zoological Survey of India in the 

Singur, a rural block in West Bengal‘s Hooghly district. Five of the species found in Singur are 

rare and to be protected under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.  

5. Indian Badminton Player Kidambi Srikanth, won Denmark Open Super Series Premier 

2017 by defeating South Korea‘s Lee Hyun II. This is his third super series title for the year. He 

had won Singapore Super Series 2017(Second Place) and Indonesia Super Series 2017(Premier) 

previously  
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6. Bhitarakanika National Park in Odisha‘s Kendrapara district is one of the best natural 

abode for the estuarine crocodile. The park is home to Saltwater Crocodile, White Crocodile, 

Indian python, leopards, wild boars, fishing cats, hyenas, sambar deer, Gangetic dolphins and 

Olive ridley sea turtles besides 11 mangrove species with elevated threat of extinction are also 

found here.  

7. India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) has appointed Suresh Sethi, (former MD, Vodafone M-

Pesa Ltd) as its Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer. IPPB is a Public Limited 

Company under the Department of Posts with 100% GOI equity.  

8. “Paryatan Parv”, a nation-wide celebration of Tourism (21 day programme) was organized 

by Ministry of Tourism in collaboration with other Central Ministries, State Governments and 

Stakeholders. It‘s objective is to draw focus on the benefits of tourism, showcasing nation‘s 

cultural diversity and reinforcing the principle of ―Tourism for All‖.  

9. „Paika Bidroha‟ (Paika rebellion) of 1817 to be named first war of Indian Independence. 

Paikas were peasant militia under the Gajapati rulers of Odisha. They rebelled against the 

British rule under the leadership of Bakshi Jagabandhu Bidyadhara.  

10. 24 October has been celebrated as United Nations Day since 1948 marks the anniversary of 

the entry into force in 1945 of the UN Charter.  

11. World‘s oldest astrolabe that guided ships to India found in shipwreck of a ship called the 

Esmeralda. Navigation tool may have been used in Vasco da Gama expedition. Astrolabe is an 
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elaborate inclinometer, historically used by astronomers and navigators to measure the inclined 

position in the sky of a celestial body, day or night.  

12. CPC General Secretary, Xi Jinping becomes the third Chinese leader to have his name 

and ideology enshrined in the Constitution besides two other former Presidents — Mao 

Zedong and Deng Xiaoping. ―Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for 

a New Era‖ and The ―Belt and Road‖ initiative, an ambitious programme to build infrastructure 

linking China with its neighbours and beyond, was also included in the party Constitution.  

13. Website for the Cell for IPR Promotion and Management (CIPAM) was launched by 

Commerce Ministry. CIPAM is set up under the aegis of DIPP with a mandate to effectively 

implement the National Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Policy. The website is interactive 

providing regular updates on all upcoming events including awareness and sensitization 

programs being conducted, as also information on all Intellectual Property Rights  

14. Eminent classical singer and Padma Vibhushan awardee Girija Devi passed away. A 

legendary singer of the Benaras gharana, Girija Devi was awarded the Padma Shri in 1972, the 

Padma Bhushan in 1989 and the Padma Vibhushan in 2016.  

15. India‘s passport was ranked 75th among 94 countries in recently released Global Passport 

Power Rank 2017. Singapore has world‘s most powerful passport, making it first Asian country 

to top it. Singapore is followed by Germany, Sweden and South Korea.  
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 The Global Passport Power Rank is released by Canada based global financial advisory firm 

Arton Capital.  

 It has become most popular interactive online tool to display, sort and rank world‘s passports.  

 The index ranks national passports by cross-border access they bring, assigning visa-free 

score according to number of countries passport holder can visit visa-free or with visa on 

arrival.  

16. Special Centre for Disaster Research was inaugurated at Jawaharlal Nehru University 

(JNU) by Ministry of state for home affairs  

17. An ancient human skull discovered in Papua New Guinea likely belonged to the world‘s 

oldest-known tsunami victim. The partially preserved Aitape Skull was discovered in 1929 

from the northern coast of the Pacific nation. This work reinforces a growing recognition that 

tsunamis have had a significant influence on coastal populations throughout Pacific prehistory. 

18. Scientists from Florida State University, US – have developed new tool for objectively 

defining onset and demise of Indian Summer Monsoon (ISM) . The new method uses rainfall 

rates to mark span of ISM at any given location. The new system ties onset of monsoon to 

location-specific rainfall thresholds and can work to clear confusion and frustration due to lack 

of clear, granular and objective benchmark for ISM onset and demise for all areas of country.  

19. Vigilance Awareness Week to be observed from 30th October to 4th November, 2017 with 

theme ―My Vision-Corruption Free India‖.  
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 Purpose of observing Vigilance Awareness Week is to educate the public at large about the 

corruption related practices and also educating them how to report about it.  

 Activities to be conducted within the organisation include taking of Integrity Pledge by all 

employees, distribution of pamphlets/handouts on preventive vigilance activities, whistle 

blower mechanism and other anti-corruption measures, conducting workshops and sensitization 

programmes for employees and other stake holders on policies/procedures of the organization 

and preventive vigilance measures  

 ―Awareness Gram Sabhas‖ are being organized for dissemination of awareness in Gram 

Panchayats (in rural and semi-urban areas) to sensitise citizens on the ill-effects of corruption.  

 A new feature is the establishment of ‗Integrity Clubs‘ in schools and colleges as children are 

the future assets of the country and it is important to cultivate moral values in them.  

20. In a major boost to coastal shipping, the Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust (JNPT) has received 

Rs 25 crore from the government for development of coastal berth and another Rs 50 crore to 

the Karwar port in Karnataka under the Coastal Berth Scheme of its flagship Sagarmala project.  

 Sagar Mala project is a strategic and customer-oriented initiative of the Government of India 

to modernize India‘s Ports so that port-led development can be augmented and coastlines can be 

developed to contribute in India‘s growth.  
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 The Coastal Berth Scheme aims to provide financial support to ports or state governments for 

the creation of infrastructure for movement of cargo and passenger by sea or national 

waterways.  

21. National Institute of Solar Energy (NISE) set up under the administrative control of 

Ministry of New & Renewable Energy (MNRE) at Gwalpahari Village, Distt. Gurgaon 

(Haryana).  

22. Establishment of permanent campus of six new IITs at Tirupati (Andhra Pradesh), Palakkad 

(Kerala), Dharwad (Karnataka), Jammu (Jammu and Kashmir), Bhilai (Chhattisgarh) and Goa 

will have a facility for housing 1,200 students from the academic year 2020-2021  

23. The Infantry Day in observed every year in India on 27 October to commemorate supreme 

sacrifices made by Indian Army‘s infantry against Pakistan in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) in 

1947. It was first infantry action by Indian  

Army after independence. Observance of the day also commemorates infantry‘s exceptional 

courage and dedicated service to nation.  

24. President of India launched the Technocity project in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala on 

October 27, 2017 and laid the foundation stone for the first government building in Technocity.  

25. Burundi on Friday became the First ever nation to leave the International Criminal Court 

(ICC), the world‟s only permanent war crimes tribunal. International Criminal Court, set up 
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in July 2002, headquartered at Hague, Netherlands to prosecute those behind the world‘s worst 

atrocities.  

26. Australian court disqualifies Barnaby Joyce, deputy PM for dual citizenship. Critics have 

condemned the outdated constitutional ban saying half the people are immigrants or have an 

overseas-born parent. Critics argued for exemption from the ban because he had not voluntarily 

acquired or retained citizenship of another country.  

27. Valve annuloplasty is a new heart implant that is expandable and stretches out as the child 

grows. This will stop children requiring more surgeries to repair or replace heart valves as they 

grow up.  

28. Vice Admiral Ajit Kumar P, assumes charge as the Vice Chief of Naval Staff (VCNS)  

29. New Railway Line between Bidar – Kalaburagi in Karnataka opened.  

30. Javed Akhtar Receives Hridaynath Mangeshkar Award on 80th birthday of veteran music 

composer Hridaynath Mangeshkar.  

31. Scientists have developed a novel vaccine candidate that may prevent HIV infection by 

stimulating an immune response against sugars that form a protective shield around the virus. 

The protein fragment of the vaccine candidate comes from gp120, a protein that covers HIV 

like a protective envelope. A sugar shield covers the gp120 envelope, bolstering HIV‘s 

defences. The rare HIV-infected individuals who can keep the virus at bay without medication 

typically have antibodies that attack gp120.  
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32. Scientists have developed a novel smartphone-based portable ultrasound machine that can 

help detect cancer easily at home. The machine called Butterfly IQ is a pocket-sized 

ultrasound device, which is the size and shape of an electric razor, works by shooting sound 

waves into the body and capturing the echoes.  

33. The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has announced that India will host 

next Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Species of Wild Animals 

(CMS) Conference of Parties 13 (CMS COP13) in year 2020. CMS COP is also known as a 

Global Wildlife Conference. The announcement was made during 12th Meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties 12 (COP12) to CMS held in Manila, Philippines in October 2017  

 


