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India to give Rs 35 cr to children of freedom fighters in Bangladesh   

01-May-17 

 India will give Rs. 35 crore rupees to children of freedom fighters in Bangladesh under the 

new „Muktijodha scholarship‟ scheme in the next five years. 

Asset Reconstruction companies (ARCs) 

 ARC is a company registered under Section 3 of the Securitization and reconstruction of 

Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest (SARFAESI) Act, 2002. ARCs are 

regulated by the RBI. 

 They are the specialised agencies with a main role of resolving the stressed assets issue of 

the Indian banking system. They are involved in buying bad loans from Indian banks to turn 

them around. 

 ARCs are similar to the asset management companies present in countries like Malaysia, 

Korea and several other countries. Narsimham Committee – II (1998) proposed setting up of 

ARCs on the similar lines with that of asset management companies present globally. 

  The main advantage of ARCs is they help the banks to concentrate on normal banking 

operations rather than dealing with stressed assets 

 

Aizawl FC become First Northeastern Club to Win I-League 

01-May-17 

Aizawl FC has won its maiden I-League title against Shillong Lajong in their final game of the 

league season to become the first ever club from the northeast to win the I-League title. 

I-League 

 The Hero I-League is an Indian professional league for men‟s association football clubs. 

  The I-League was formed in 2007 as the ONGC I-League with an aim to professionalize 

the game of football in India. 

Maharashtra becomes First State to Use Automated Weather Stations (AWS) for Farmers 

01-May-17 

 Maharashtra chief minister Devendra Fadnavis has inaugurated the state‟s first automatic 

weather station at Dongargaon in Nagpur.  

Tejas Express: New Premier Train between Mumbai and Goa 

02-May-17 

Indian Railways is expected to launch a new 20 coach premier train called the Tejas Express 

connecting Mumbai and Goa in June. 

Dubai becomes First City in World to gets its Own Microsoft Font 

02-May-17 

Dubai has become the first city in the world to have its own Microsoft-designed font. The font 

will have typeface both in Latin and Arabic script. 

Andhra Pradesh CM Chandrababu Naidu selected for USIBC Award 

02-May-17 

The US-India Business Council (USIBC) has selected Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister, 

Chandrababu Naidu for the „Transformative Chief Minister Award‟ for his role in advancing 

the US-India partnership at the state level. 
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Sanjay Pratihar bags INSA Medal for Young Scientist 

02-May-17 

Sanjay Pratihar, a scientist at Assam‟s Tezpur University, has been selected for the prestigious 

Indian National Science Academy (INSA) medal for the Young Scientist Award, 2017 

Uttar Pradesh: An Ambulance Service for Cows Flagged-Off 

02-May-17 

 Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister Keshav Prasad Maurya has flagged off an 

ambulance service that would cater to the needs of the cows. 

HRD Minister Prakash Javadekar launches Vidya-Veerta Abhiyan 

02-May-17 

 The Minister for Human Resource and Development, Prakash Javadekar has launched 

Students for soldiers- a nationwide Vidya – Veerta Abhiyan to encourage Universities and 

educational institutions across the country to display portraits of Param Veer Chakra-decorated 

soldiers. 

Param Veer Chakra 

 

 The Param Veer Chakra (PVC) is India‟s highest military decoration awarded to 

officers or   enlisted personnel from all branches of the Indian military for displaying 

distinguished acts of valour during wartime. 

 The award was established on 26 January 1950 and since then has been awarded 21 

times, of which 14 were posthumous awards and 16 has been awarded for acts of bravery 

committed during the Indo-Pakistani conflicts. Of the 21 awardees, 20 have been from the Indian 

Army, and 1 has been from the Indian Air Force. The design of the medal was designed by 

Savitri Khanolkar, the wife of an Indian Army officer, Vikram Khanolkar of the Sikh Regiment. 

Madhya Pradesh becomes First State to Shift Financial Year to Jan-Dec Format 

03-May-17 

 

Madhya Pradesh has become the first state in the country to shift its financial year from the 

present April-March cycle to January-December 

India‟s Current Sovereign Ratings 

03-May-17 

Fitch, in its latest rating review, has affirmed India‟s sovereign rating at BBB-, which is the 

lowest investment grade rating. Despite pressure from the government and corporate for an 

upgrade in the rating, Fitch has kept its sovereign rating on India unchanged 

Odisha‟s Sualgiri, Swalgiri Communities Notified as Scheduled Castes 

03-May-17 

Sualgiri and Swalgiri communities of Odisha have been notified as Scheduled Castes after 

President Pranab Mukherjee gave his assent to the Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order 

(Amendment 

Benefits 

 The Constitution provides certain privileges and concessions to the members of 

Scheduled Castes notified under the provisions of Article 341 of the Constitution. 
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Indian Army Test-Fires Advanced Version of Brahmos Cruise Missile 

03-May-17 

 Indian Army has successfully test-fired advanced Block-III version of Brahmos cruise 

missile in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. During the test, the Brahmos cruise missile had 

successfully hit the land-based target with desired precision in a top attack configuration 

demonstrating its high level and complex manoeuvring and its unmatched lethality of hitting the 

target with at most precision. 

 Recently, on April 22, the Indian Navy had successfully carried out its first test-firing of 

the sea-toland attack version of Brahmos. 

 

Brahmos 

 The Brahmos is a supersonic cruise missile developed by a joint-venture between 

Russia‟s Mashinostroyenia and India‟s Defence Research and Development Organisation 

(DRDO). 

 It operates on „fire and forget principal‟ and is capable of being launched from land, sea, 

sub-sea and air against sea and land targets.  

 It is capable of carrying a warhead of 300 kilogram and has top supersonic speed of Mach 

2.8 to 3 (that is roughly three times the speed of sound). It is a two-stage missile, the first one 

being solid and the second one ramjet liquid propellant. 

 It is hailed as the world‟s fastest anti-ship cruise missile in operation. After India has 

become the member of the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) in 2016, India and 

Russia have proposed to jointly develop a new generation of Brahmos missiles with a range of 

600-km plus and capability to strike the targets with pinpoint accuracy. 

 

World‟s Highest Railway Bridge to Come up Over Chenab River 

03-May-17 

 World‟s highest railway bridge which will be 35 metres taller than the Eiffel Tower is to 

come up over the Chenab River in Jammu and Kashmir at a cost of around Rs. 1,100 crore in 

around two years from now.  

 The bridge will connect Bakkal (Katra) and Kauri (Srinagar). The bridge will be apart of 

the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla rail link project. Once completed, the bridge will be an 

engineering marvel.  

 The project is expected to be completed by 2019. After completion of the bridge it will 

surpass the record of the Beipan river Shuibai railway bridge (275 m) in China.  
 

4-May-17 

 

Vijayawada Airport becomes International Airport 

04-May-17 

 The Union Cabinet has granted international airport status for the Vijayawada Airport. 

 The approval was given as per provisions of Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014 

India is the third largest producer of steel globally. The steel sector is contributing to about 2% 

of the country‟s GDP. India had produced 100 Million Tonnes (MT) of steel in 2016-17. 
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Banganapalle Mango of Andhra Pradesh gets GI Tag 

04-May-17 

 The Registrar of Geographical Indications Registry, Chennai, has accorded GI Tag for 

the much famed Banganapalle Mango of Andhra Pradesh. 

GI Tag 

 

 A GI tag specifies that the product comes from a specific region. Geographical 

Indications of Goods are defined as that aspect of industrial property which refers to the 

geographical indication referring to a country or to a place situated therein as being the country 

or place of origin of that product. 

 Typically, such a name conveys an assurance of quality and distinctiveness. 

Under Articles 1 (2) and 10 of the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property, 

geographical indications are covered as an element of IPRs. They are also covered under Articles 

22 to 24 of the Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement 

Swachh Sarvekshan-2017: Indore is the Cleanest City 

04-May-17 

 Union Urban Development Minister M. Venkaiah Naidu has announced the Cleanest 

Cities in the Country and the fastest moving cities on sanitation ladder under Swachh 

Sarvekshan-2017. 

 Indore has been adjudged as the cleanest city in India while Gonda in Uttar Pradesh has 

been ranked as the dirtiest city among surveyed. 

Agni-II Ballistic Missile Test Fired Successfully 

04-May-17 

 India has successfully carried out a fresh user trial of Agni-II ballistic missile from a 

defence test facility in the Abdul Kalam Island off the coast of Odisha. 

 Agni-II weighs 17 tonnes and the range of the missile can be increased to 3000 km by 

reducing the payload. It can be fired from both rail and road mobile launchers and it takes only 

15 minutes for the missile to be readied for firing.  

Abdul Kalam Island 

 To inspire youngsters to work dedicatedly for the scientific research, the state 

government of Odisha has renamed the Wheeler Island in Bhadrak district as Abdul Kalam 

Island as a humble tribute to former President Dr APJ Abdul Kalam. Prior to the renaming, the 

island was named after an English commandant Lieutenant Wheeler. 

Nifty at New Peak, BSE Sensex ends Above 30,000 

04-May-17 

The 50-share NSE Nifty spurted 47.95 points to end at a lifetime high of 9,359.90. Its previous 

record closing was 9,351.85 achieved on April 26. Similarly, the BSE Sensex has ended above 

the 30,000-mark 

5-May-17 

Fact Box: SAMPADA Scheme 

05-May-17 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved re-structuring the schemes of 

the Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MoFPI) under new Central Sector Scheme called 
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as SAMPADA (Scheme for Agro-Marine Processing and Development of Agro-Processing 

Clusters) for the time period 2016-20. 

 

Salient Highlights 

 

 SAMPADA is an umbrella scheme incorporating ongoing schemes of the Ministry of 

Food 

 Processing Industries (MoFPI) such as Mega Food Parks, Integrated Cold Chain and 

Value Addition Infrastructure, Food Safety and Quality Assurance Infrastructure, etc. It will also 

incorporate the new schemes like Infrastructure for Agro-processing Clusters, Creation of 

Backward and Forward Linkages, as well as Creation / Expansion of Food Processing & 

Preservation Capacities.  

 SAMPADA with an allocation of Rs. 6,000 crore is expected to benefit 20 lakh farmers 

and generate 5,30,500 direct and indirect employment opportunities in the country by the year 

2019-20. 

 The objective of SAMPADA is to supplement agriculture, modernize processing of agri 

products and decrease their wastage. 

Significance 

 

 The new umbrella scheme gives renewed thrust to the food processing sector in the 

country. 

  It aims to develop modern infrastructure to facilitate entrepreneurs to set up food 

processing units based on cluster approach and provide effective and seamless backward and 

forward integration for processed food industry. 

  It proposes to achieve this by plugging gaps in supply chain and development of 

infrastructure facilities for processing and preservation and modernization of existing food 

processing units.  

 As a result, SAMAPADA will result in the creation of modern infrastructure coupled 

with efficient supply chain management from farm gate to a retail outlet. It would provide better 

prices to farmers and would help in doubling their incomes. 

  Implementation of the scheme will result in creating huge employment opportunities, 

especially in rural areas.  

 From the perspective of the consumer, it would promote the availability of safe and 

convenient processed foods at an affordable price. 

India‟s First Private Sector Small Arms Manufacturing Plant Inaugurated 

05-May-17 

 

India‟s first private sector small arms manufacturing plant has been inaugurated in Madhya 

Pradesh to supply world class weapons to the armed forces in line with the India‟s defence 

indigenization programme 

 

 

 

 

 



Unique IAS Academy, TNPSC May Month Current Affairs - 2017 
 

Unique IAS Academy 
 Page 6 
 

Biggest Combing Operation in 15 years conducted in South Kashmir 

05-May-17 

 

 The Army, security forces and police had launched a massive cordon and combing 

operation in south Kashmir‟s Shopian district following the recent militant attacks on policemen 

and banking facilities. 

This is the first time in 15 years that the combing operation of this magnitude has been 

conducted by the security forces 

India launches South-Asia satellite 

06-May-17 

Salient features 

 

 The 2,230 kg satellite called GSAT-09 has been built by the Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO). It is cuboid in shape and is built around a central cylinder. It has 12 Ku-

band transponders. 

 The satellite was launched from Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota using a 

Geostationary Launch Vehicle (GSLV) Mk-II launch vehicle. It will have a mission life of over 

12 years.  

 The launch vehicle, GSLV-F09 is about 50m tall and is the 11th flight of the GSLV. 

Also, the launch is GSLV‟s fourth consecutive flight with the indigenous Cryogenic Upper Stage 

(CUS) engine. 

Significance 

 

 The satellite will provide a full range of applications and services in the fields of 

telecommunication and broadcasting applications, namely, Television, Direct-to-Home (DTH), 

Very Small Aperture Terminals (VSATs), Tele-education, Telemedicine and Disaster 

Management Support. 

 

AFSPA 

 

Armed Forces (Special Powers) Acts is collective name of several acts passed by Indian 

parliament for providing special powers to the Indian Armed Forces and to provide army officers 

and jawans legal immunity for their actions in disturbed areas 

Fact Box: THAAD 

06-May-17 

 The US‟ Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) anti-missile system is 

operational in South Korea to guard against missile threats emanating from North Korea. South 

Korea is concerned about the nuclear threat posed by the North Korea especially after the 

accession of Kim Jong-un as the supreme leader of North Korea in 2012. However, China and 

North Korea have continually called the deployment of THAAD in South Korea as an act of 

aggression. 

Salient Features 

 THAAD, is a missile defence system capable of intercepting and destroying short and 

mediumrange ballistic missiles in their final flight phase. 
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India‟s First Bio Refinery Plant inaugurated in Pune 

08-May-17 

 

 Union Minister for Road Transport, Highways and Shipping Nitin Gadkari has 

inaugurated India‟s First Integrated Bio‐refinery for Renewable Fuels & Chemicals for 

producing ethanol from a variety of biomass.  

Significance 

 

Biofuel is cost‐effective and pollution‐free. Ethanol blending is the practice of blending petrol 

with ethanol. Globally many countries including India, have resorted to ethanol blending to 

reduce vehicle exhaust emissions. 

India to Organise Cultural Festival in Egypt to mark Tagore‟s 156th Birth 

Anniversary 

08-May-17 

 

 India will organise Tagore cultural Festival in Egypt to mark the 156th birth 

anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore from May 8-12. Tagore Festival will be organised by the 

Maulana Azad Centre for Indian Culture (MACIC), which is the cultural wing of the Indian 

Embassy in Cairo. 

 Rabindranath Tagore :Rabindranath Tagore was a famous Indian poet (1861-1941). He 

was the first non-European to receive the Nobel Prize. He was awarded the Nobel Prize for 

Literature in 1913 for his collection of poems, „Gitanjali„. His poetry, novels, plays, short stories 

and essays are world famous and are widely read across the world. He has contributed 

immensely to Bengali literature and India‟s literary heritage. Rabindranath Tagore had 

renounced his knighthood protesting against the Jallianwalla Bagh Massacre. Rabindranath 

Tagore was the youngest son of Debendranath Tagore who was associated with the Brahmo 

Samaj. 

French Election: Emmanuel Macron elected as President of France 

08-May-17 

 

Thirty-nine-year-old Emmanuel Macron has been elected as the president of France. He has 

become the youngest President and occupant of the Élysée Palace. He is also the first President 

of France outside of that country‟s two traditional main parties 

India elected as President of UN-Habitat 

08-May-17 

 

India has been unanimously elected as the President of the UN-Habitat. UN-Habitat, an organ of 

the United Nations‟ Organisation (UNO) reports to the United Nations General Assembly. UN 

Habitat promotes socially and environmentally sustainable human settlements across the world. 

UN-Habitat 

UN-Habitat, also known as United Nations Human Settlements Program is a UN agency 

responsible for sustainable urban development and human settlements. It was established in 1978 

and has its headquarters in the UN Office at Nairobi, Kenya 
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IMF 

 

 International Monetary Fund (IMF) was established on December 27, 1945 with stated 

objectives to promote international economic cooperation, international trade, employment, and 

exchange rate stability, including by making resources available to member countries to meet 

balance of payments needs. Its headquarters are in Washington, D.C. The IMF works to improve 

the economies of its member countries. 

Supreme Court Sentences Justice Karnan to 6 Months Imprisonment 

09-May-17 

 A seven-judge Constitution bench of the Supreme Court headed by Chief Justice J S 

Khehar has sentenced the Calcutta High Court judge, Justice C S Karnan to six months of 

imprisonment for repeated incidents of contempt of court. This is the first time that the Supreme 

Court has sent a high court judge to jail on charges of contempt. Further, the bench also 

comprising Justices Dipak Misra, J Chelameswar, Ranjan Gogoi, M B Lokur, P C Ghose and 

Kurian Joseph has prohibited media, both print and electronic from publishing any further orders 

if any passed by Justice Karnan. 

Background 

 The Supreme Court bench headed by chief justice of India J.S. Khehar in February issued 

a contempt notice to Justice C S Karnan who had accused several judges of corruption, nepotism 

and casteism. On 1 March, the Supreme Court had ordered the Calcutta government hospital to 

constitute a medical board to examine the medical condition of Justice Karnan and submit a 

report to the court.  

 However, Justice Karnan refused to undergo medical tests in compliance with courts‟ 

orders. Instead, he sentenced eight judges of the Supreme Court to five years of “rigorous 

imprisonment” and imposed a fine of Rs1,00,000 each under the Scheduled Castes and the 

Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act of 1989 and the amended Act of 2015. 

India & Japan to Strengthen Defence Cooperation 

09-May-17 

India and Japan has decided to strengthen their military cooperation and hopes to pursue a 

strategic partnership for ensuring regional peace and stability 

The Malabar trilateral exercise between Japan, the U.S. and India are slated to be held in the 

Bay of Bengal 

CORPA 

CORPAT is a bilateral maritime exercise held between India and Indonesia under thebroad ambit 

of strategic partnership. Both countries have been carrying out maritime exercise twice a year 

since 2002 

South Korea Election: Moon Jae-in elected as President 

10-May-17 

 

Moon Jae-in has been declared winner in South Korea‟s presidential election by that country‟s 

National Election Commission 

Government Sets Up Task Force for Reliable Employment Data 

10-May-17 
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The government has set up a task force headed by NITI Aayog vice-chairman Arvind Panagariya 

to come up with a methodology to generate timely and reliable employment data 

ICJ 

 

 International Court of Justice was established in 1945 via the UN Charter and its 

jurisdiction is worldwide. It is located in “The Hague” in Netherlands. It is a part of the United 

Nations. The International Court of Justice acts as a world court. The judgement passed by the 

ICJ have binding force and are without appeal for the parties concerned.  

 The major functions of the International Court of Justice are to settle legal disputes 

submitted to it by states and to provide advisory opinions on legal questions submitted to it by 

duly authorized international organs, agencies, and the UN General Assembly. 

 

Prime Minister to attend UN Vesak Day Celebrations in Sri Lanka 

10-May-17 

Prime Minister Modi will travel to Sri Lanka to attend the Buddhist festival „Vesak Day‟ 

(Buddha Jayanti) that commemorates birth, enlighten and death of Buddha 

India‟s Harpreet Singh wins bronze in Asian Wrestling Championship 

11-May-17 

 Harpreet Singh has bagged bronze medal in Greco-Roman weight divisions in the Asian 

Wrestling Championship held at the K.D. Jadhav arena in the Indira Gandhi Stadium Complex in 

New Delhi. 

May 11: National Technology Day 

11-May-17 

National Technology Day is being observed across India on May 11 to mark India‟s 

technological advancements 

 The day is being commemorated to celebrate the anniversary of first of the five tests of 

Operation Shakti (Pokhran-II) nuclear test, held on 11 May 1998 in Pokhran, Rajasthan.  

 The operation was led by the former President APJ Abdul Kalam. After conducting two 

more tests as a part of the Pokhran-II/Operation Shakti initiative, India was declared as a 

nuclear state by the then Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 

 On this same day country‟s first indigenous aircraft Hansa-3 was test flown at Bangalore. 

 India also conducted successful test firing of the Trishul missile on the same day 

 The Trishul missile was developed as a part of the Integrated Guided Missile 

Development Programme by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). 

  The Trishul Missile got inducted by the Indian Army and Indian Airforce. 

 Considering all these technical achievements, 11 May was chosen to be commemorated 

as National Technology Day. 

 

Justice Mudgal elected as Chairman of FIFA Governance Committee 

12-May-17 

 

Retired judge of Delhi High Court Justice Mukul Mudgal has been elected as the Chairman of 

FIFA Governance committee at the FIFA‟s 67th Congress held in Bahrain‟s capital city of 

Manama. 
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Fact Box: Science Express Climate Action Special (SECAS II) 

12-May-17 

Science Express 

The Science Express is 16 coach AC mobile train science exhibition of Department of Science & 

Technology (DST). The objective of the Express is to arouse interest of the young people in the 

field of science and technology 

Amitabh Bachchan appointed as Goodwill Ambassador for Hepatitis in South- 

East Asia Region 

12-May-17 

World Health Organization (WHO) has appointed Amitabh Bachchan as its Goodwill 

Ambassador for Hepatitis in South-East Asia Region. He has been appointed to boost awareness 

to stop the  spread of hepatitis, which is one of the leading causes of liver cancer and cirrhosis 

UPSC to share Online Scores of Candidates to boost Hiring 

12-May-17 

The Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) has decided to share online scores of candidates 

taking competitive exams in order to boost hiring by the private sector 

Tejas Successfully Test Fires Air-to-Air Beyond Visual Range Missile 

13-May-17 

Tejas, the Light Combat Aircraft has successfully test fired Derby Air-to-Air Beyond Visual 

Range (BVR) missile in RADAR guided mode 

Tejas 

 

 The Indian Light Combat Aircraft is the world‟s smallest, light weight, multi-role combat 

aircraft in its class amongst modern supersonic aircraft. It is a single seat, single jet engine 

developed by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited for the Indian Navy and the Air Force. the aircraft 

has delta wing configuration, with no tailplanes or foreplanes, features a single vertical fin.  

 The LCA is constructed of aluminium-lithium alloys, carbon-fibre composites, and 

titanium. 

  LCA integrates modern design concepts and the state-of-art technologies such as relaxed 

static stability, flyby-wire Flight Control System, Advanced Digital Cockpit, Multi-Mode Radar, 

Integrated Digital Avionics System,Advanced Composite Material Structures and a Flat Rated 

Engine. 

 

Sakshi Malik, Vinesh Phogat & Divya Kakran bags Silver Medals at the Asian 

Wrestling Championship 

13-May-17 

Sakshi Malik, Vinesh Phogat & Divya Kakran have bagged silver medals at the Asian Wrestling 

Championship held at the KD Jadhav Stadium in New Delhi 
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BSF to use Invisible Laser Wall Kavach to Secure Border 

13-May-17 

 

 The Border Security Force will make use of a newly developed technology that is capable 

of detecting intrusions and relaying information to the nearest post for action to safeguard the 

198 km India- Pakistan international border in Jammu and Kashmir. The technology developed 

by the Delhi-based defence IoT firm, CRON Systems is expected to bolster BSF‟s defences amid 

strained ties and increase in the number of infiltration bids and ceasefire violations. 

 The new technology called  Kavach (KVx) series laser walls has been built 

indigeneously and are a notch higher than the existing laser walls. 

 BSF is presently pilot testing the Kavach walls along the Samba sector border in Jammu 

and Kashmir. 

India to Skip OBOR summit in China 

13-May-17 

 

 India will skip the two day grand OBOR summit organised by China to showcase its 

plans to build a network of trade routes under the One Belt, One Road (OBOR). OBOR is an 

ambitious China‟ ambitious development strategy and framework that aims to boost its 

connectivity and trade that will that will connect Asia, Africa, the Middle East and Europe. It 

was proposed by Chinese President Xi Jinping in 2013. 

Rafael Nadal Wins Madrid Open Title 15-May-17 

 

Rafael Nadal beat Dominic Thiem to clinch his fifth Madrid Open title 

PM Launches Narmada Seva Mission for Conservation of Narmada 

16-May-17 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched the Narmada Seva Mission for the conservation of 

river Narmada, which is a lifeline of Madhya Pradesh. Prime Minister released a road map for 

the series of steps to be taken for the conservation of Narmada river. 

Namami Devi Narmade Sewa Yatra 

Namami Devi Narmade Sewa Yatra was launched on December 11, 2016 from Amarkantak, the 

origin place of the River Narmada. The yatra covered a distance of 3,344 km and passing 

through over 1,100 villages and towns and concluded on May 15, 2017. The yatra is hailed as as 

the world‟s “biggest river conservation campaign with public participation 

West Bengal makes Bengali Mandatory in all Schools 

16-May-17 

 West Bengal State government has made Bengali mandatory in all schools, including 

private English medium schools. Henceforth, it would be compulsory for all schools including 

English medium schools affiliated to boards other than West Bengal Board of Secondary 

Education to teach Bengali as an optional subject from Class I so that students can study it either 

as a second or third language. 

Mt Lhotse records First Summit in 3 years 

17-May-17 
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Mt Lhotse has recorded its first summit in 3 years. Mt Lhotse is the fourth highest mountain in 

the world. 

Mt Lhotse 

 

 Mt Lhotse (8,516 metre) is the fourth highest mountain in the world after Mt Everest, 

K2 and Kangchenjunga. It is present on the border between Tibet and the Khumbu region of 

Nepal. 

  In addition to the main summit, the mountain also comprises of smaller peaks like 

Lhotse Middle (8,414 m), Lhotse Shar (8,383 m). The main summit was first successfully 

climbed by the Swiss team of Ernst Reiss and Fritz Luchsinger on May 18, 1956. 

Anshu Jamsenpa: First Indian Women to scale Mount Everest Four Times 

17-May-17 

 

Anshu Jamsenpa, a native of Bomdila in Arunachal Pradesh has scripted history by becoming the 

first Indian woman to scale Mount Everest for the fourth time. 

Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors 

 Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors use natural uranium as fuel and heavy water as both 

moderator and coolant. India‟s first PHWR was constructed at Rawatbhata in Rajasthan in 

technical cooperation with the Atomic Energy Canada Ltd (AECL).  

 However, the Canada‟s support was immediately withdrawn after India‟s first nuclear 

experiment at Pokhran in 1974.  

 India‟s first nuclear power plant with a different design was built at Tarapur in 

Maharashtra.  

 PHWR units are in operation in Rawatbhata, Kaiga, Kakrapar, Kalpakkam and Narora. 

Recently, it was announced that the Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) is 

ready to sell Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors of 220 MWe or 540 MWe capacity to other 

countries. 

Union Cabinet Approves Pharma Mission to Develop Bio-Pharmaceuticals 

18-May-17 

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved a collaborative mission 

between industry and academia called „Innovate in India empowering biotech entrepreneurs and 

accelerating inclusive innovation„ that is aimed at accelerating research for early development of 

bio-pharmaceuticals 

The significance of the mission lies in the fact that National Biotechnology Development 

Strategy 2015-2020 announced by the Department of Biotechnology (DBT) lays emphasis on 

making the country achieve USD 100 billion biotech industry by 2025. 

Bilateral Exercise SIMBEX-17 between Indian & Republic Of Singapore Navy 

Commences 

18-May-17 

 The 24th bilateral exercise involving Indian Navy and Republic of Singapore Navy has 

commenced in South China Sea. SIMBEX stands for “Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral 

Exercises“. 
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  The exercise will be held from May 18, 2017 to May 24, 2017. 

Climate Change: Antarctica is Turning Green 

19-May-17 

 

According to a new study conducted by a team of scientists from the University of Exeter in the 

UK, plant life on Antarctica is growing rapidly due to climate change. 

 Bharti is the name of third Research station commissioned by India at Antarctica. It will 

be the third and second active research station along with Maitri (active) and Dakshin 

Gangotri(abandoned, but used as supply base) for the nation. 

Prime Minister Releases Book Series written by MS Swaminathan 

20-May-17 

 

The Prime Minister Narendra Modi has released a two-part book series written by the eminent 

agricultural scientist Dr. M.S. Swaminathan. The series is titled – M.S. Swaminathan: The 

Quest for a world without hunger 

Prime Minister Releases Book Series written by MS Swaminathan 

20-May-17 

 

The Prime Minister Narendra Modi has released a two-part book series written by the eminent 

agricultural scientist Dr. M.S. Swaminathan. The series is titled – M.S. Swaminathan: The 

Quest for a world without hunger 

GST Council Finalises 4-slab Service Tax Structure 

20-May-17 

 

 The GST Council headed by finance Minister Arun Jaitley has finalised a 4-slab service 

tax structure at the rates of 5, 12, 18 and 28 per cent as against the single rate of 15% levied on 

all taxable services 

  GST regime is scheduled to be implemented from July 1. In the next GST Council 

meeting, tax rates on gold and other precious metals will be taken up for discussion. 

Salient Highlights 

 

 Luxury hotels, gambling, race club betting and cinema services will attract a tax rate of 

28%.,Education, healthcare and non-AC rail travel will remain exempted from the GST tax 

regime. 

 However, the states will be given the option to levy additional taxes on cinema to 

compensate for the revenue losses entailed due to merging of entertainment tax with GST.  

 At present, the total tax incidence on cinema including entertainment and service tax is in 

the range of 55%.  

 The states need to use the legislative route if it wants to levy additional tax on cinema. 

 States will also be permitted to levy any new tax as the taxation powers of the states have 

only been restricted and not abolished after the rollout of GST. 

 Telecom and financial services will be taxed at a rate of 18%. 

 Transport services will be taxed at the rate of 5%. Cab aggregators like Ola and Uber will 

have to pay 5% under GST in place of 6%. AC rail travel will attract 5% tax. Economy class air 



Unique IAS Academy, TNPSC May Month Current Affairs - 2017 
 

Unique IAS Academy 
 Page 14 
 

travel will attract 5% GST while business class will attract 12%. Travelling on metro, local train 

and religious travel such as Haj Yatra would be exempted from GST. 

 The e-commerce players like Flipkart and Snapdeal would be required to shell out 1% 

Tax Collected at Source (TCS). 

 Non-AC restaurants and AC restaurants will attract a GST of 12% and 18% respectively. 

 Advertisements published in newspapers will attract 5% GST. At present it is exempt 

from service tax. 

Hassan Rouhani Wins Iran‟s Presidential Election 

20-May-17 

 Hassan Rouhani has been re-elected as the President of Iran. He was elected as president 

for his first term in 2013. He won 2013 elections by pledging to end Iran‟s isolation and improve 

civil rights at home. 

22 May: World Biological Diversity Day 

22-May-17 

 

 Every year, May 22 is observed as International Day for Biodiversity or World 

Biodiversity Day.  

 This date commemorates the date of Adoption of the Agreed Text of the Convention on 

Biological Diversity at UNEP Headquarters, Nairobi on 22 May 1992. In 2000, UN General 

Assembly via resolution 55/201 decided to celebrate World Biodiversity Day on May 22 instead 

of December 29, which was previously designated as International Biodiversity Day Theme. 

About African Development Bank (AfDB) 

 

African Development Bank Group (AfDB) also known as Banque Africaine de Developpment 

(BAD) was founded in 1964 

Fact Box: Federation Cup and Other Football Tournaments & Leagues in India 

22-May-17 

 On 21st May, 2017, the Bengaluru FC defeated Mohun Bagan 2-0 to win the Federation 

Cup. The final event was held in Barabati Stadium in Cuttack, Odisha. 

Durand Cup 

 

 Durand Cup is India‟s oldest football tournament and is among the oldest in the world. It 

is named after its founder Sir Mortimer Durand, who served as Foreign Secretary in charge of 

India from 1884 to 1894.  

Santosh Trophy 

 

 Santosh Trophy, started in 1941, is an annual Indian football tournament platyed by states 

and government institutions. It is named after Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Roy Chowdhary of 

Santosh, who served as President of the IFA. The first winners were Bengal. West Bengal has 

been the most successful team in the tournament and also the current champion with its 32nd title 

in hand. 
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Indian Super League 

 

Indian Super League (ISL) [Offocially Hero ISL] is a men‟s professional football league. It was 

founded in 2013 and is based on franchise model on the lines of IPL 

NASA Names New Species After Abdul Kalam 

22-May-17 

 

 NASA has named a new bacteria discovered on the filters of the International Space 

Station, ISS, as Solibacillus kalamii to honour the late president Dr A P J Abdul Kalam.  

Harsh Malhotra Committee on Scouts and Guides Submits Report to the Sports 

Ministry 

23-May-17 

A seven-member High-Level Committee on Scouts and Guides has submitted its Final Report to 

Minister for State (Independent Charge) for Youth Affairs & Sports, Vijay Goel with various 

recommendations 

World‟s First Philosophical Novel on God Unveiled 

23-May-17 

IAS officer Haulianlal Guite has recently published a philosophical novel for God titled 

“Confessions of a dying mind: the blind faith of atheism“. The book was unveiled by Union 

Minister Kiren Rijiju at august gathering of Civil Services Officers‟ Institute in New Delhi. 

May 23: World Turtle Day 

23-May-17 

 Every year May 23 is celebrated as the World Turtle Day as an annual observance aimed 

at protecting turtles and tortoises and their rapidly disappearing habitats across the world.  

Madhya Pradesh Signs MoU with IIT-Kharagpur for Developing Happiness Index 

23-May-17 

 IIT Kharagpur‟s Rekhi Centre of Excellence for the Science of Happiness and Madhya 

Pradesh government‟s „Rajya Anandam Sansthan‟ (Department of Happiness) has signed an 

MoU to collaborate on the development of a Happiness Index for measuring the well-being of 

the residents of the state. 

Airlander 10: World‟s Largest Aircraft Completes Test Flight 

24-May-17 

 Airlander 10, the world‟s largest aircraft has successfully completed a test flight by flying 

for a total of 180 minutes in Cardington, UK. During the test flight, the aircraft‟s‟ handling and 

improved landing technology were tested thus bringing it a step closer to commercial use. 

Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus Elected as Director General of WHO 

24-May-17 

 Former Ethiopian Health Minister Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus has been elected as 

the new Director-General of the World Health Organisation. This election has earned the 

distinction of being the first election which saw the participation of all WHO member states in 

the voting process. 

 WHO 
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 The World Health Organization (WHO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations 

that acts as a coordinating authority on international public health. Established on 

Union Cabinet Approves Abolition of FIPB 

24-May-17 

 The Union Cabinet has approved the abolition of 25 year old FIPB. Henceforth, 

concerned ministries will be responsible for direct approval of foreign investment proposals. 

India‟s First Underwater Rail Tunnel Completed 

24-May-17 

 The two organizations Afcons Transtonnelstroy and Kolkata Metro Railway Corporation 

Ltd (KMCRL) involved in implementing the East West Metro have completed boring the India‟s 

first underwater tunnel under the Hooghly river to link Howrah and Kolkata. 

The length of Kolkata‟s East West Metro is 16.6 km long. Out of which a length of 502 metres is 

under the Hooghly river. The project is built by Afcons Transtonnelstroy and implemented by 

KMRCL 

Ravichandran Ashwin Wins International Cricketer of the Year Award 

25-May-17 

India‟s Ravichandran Ashwin has won the international cricketer of the Year Award at the 

CEAT Cricket Rating (CCR) International awards 2017. He was presented with an award at a 

function held at the Cricket Club of India by former cricketer Sunil Gavaskar and Harsh Goenka 

of RP Enterprises 

Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Sanchar Kaushal Vikas Pratisthan Scheme 

Launched 

25-May-17 

 The Minister of State for Communications Manoj Sinha has launched three new 

initiatives, namely, BSNL‟s satellite phone service; Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Telecom 

Skill Excellence Award Scheme & Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Sanchar Kaushal Vikas 

Pratisthan Scheme. 

 

Salient Highlights 

 

 BSNL‟s satellite phone service will be offered in a phased manner. In the first phase, the 

service will be extended to the government agencies handling a disaster, state police, railways, 

Border security forces and other government agencies. In the subsequent phases, the phone 

service would be offered to those people who are travelling in flight and ships. Global satellite 

phone service is modern satellite phone service. 

 Under Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Sanchar Kaushal Vikas Pratisthan Scheme, 

the ministry will impart training to 10,000 people from 10 States/UTs in the first phase. States 

like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Odisha, Punjab and Haryana will get benefitted in the first phase. 

  Further, the Department of Telecommunications (DoT) plans to established more than 

1,000 Sanchar Kaushal Vikas Pratisthan in future. 

 In addition, a new award called Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Telecom Skill Excellence Award 

has been instituted to recognize achievers and talents in Telecom sector. 
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Nepal Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal „Prachanda‟ Resigns 

25-May-17 

 

Nepal Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal „Prachanda‟ has resigned from his post. He was 

elected as the 39th Prime Minister of Nepal. Prachanda has stepped down honouring a power 

sharing agreement entered by him with the ruling partner Nepali Congress on August 3, 2016. 

PM Inaugurates Country‟s Longest Bridge in Assam and Names it Bhupen 

Hazarika Bridge 

26-May-17 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated India‟s longest river bridge – the Dhola-

Sadia Bridge in Assam. 

  He has also renamed the bridge as Bhupen Hazarika Bridge. The construction of 

the bridge began in 2011. The cost of the project is about Rs 2056 crores. 

 

Amul Thapar: Second Indian Judge to US Circuit Court of Appeals 

26-May-17 

United States senate has confirmed Amul Thapar as a judge to the Cincinnati-based Sixth Circuit 

Court of Appeals. With this appointment he has become only the second Indian-American judge 

of an appeals cour 

KPS Gill who led Operation Black Thunder Passes Away 

26-May-17 

 KPS Gill, an IPS officer of the Assam-Meghalaya cadre of the 1958 batch, who is often 

credited with rooting out militancy in Punjab has passed away at the age of 82. He was known as 

a „super cop‟ for his work in the fields of policing and security. 

Gill led the „Operation Black Thunder‟ in May 1988 to eliminate militants hiding in the Golden 

Temple. He is credited for completely eliminating the Khalistani terrorism in Punjab. 

NASA‟s Juno Spacecraft Discovers Earth-Sized Storms on Jupiter 

26-May-17 

 NASA‟s Juno spacecraft has discovered Earth-sized cyclones at the poles of the Jupiter. 

It has also unveiled the presence of the storm systems that travel deep into the heart of the planet. 

 Both the poles of the Jupiter were found to be covered with Earth-sized swirling storms which 

are densely clustered and rubbing together. 

PM lays Foundation Stone for AIIMS at Changsari 

27-May-17 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has laid the foundation stone for All India Institute of 

Medical Sciences (AIIMS) at Changsari in the Kamrup District of Assam. The institute will be 

constructed at a distance of 26 km from Guwahati. 

 The institute will be constructed at a cost of Rs 1,123 crores as part of the „Pradhan 

Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana‟. The construction of the institute will be completed within 

the next four years. 
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PM lays Foundation Stone for IARI at Gogamukh 

27-May-17 

The Prime Minister Narendra Modi has laid the Foundation Stone of the Indian Agricultural 

Research Institute at Gogamukh in Assam‟s Dhemaji district located on the Assam-Arunachal 

Pradesh border. This will be the third Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI). 

Construction Commences on World‟s Largest Telescope in Chile 

27-May-17 

 Construction works for building Extremely Large Telescope (ELT) has commenced in 

Chile. After completion, the Extremely Large Telescope will become the world‟s largest optical 

telescope which will be five times larger than the top observing instruments that are in use today.  

 The telescope will be constructed at a 3,000 meter-high mountain in the middle of the 

Atacama desert.  

29-May-17 

C.A. Bhavani Devi becomes first Indian to win a Gold in International Fencing 

tournament 

29-May-17 

 India‟s C.A Bhavani Devi has become first Indian to win a Gold Medal in an 

international fencing tournament. She has won the gold medal in the sabre event of the Turnoi 

Satellite Fencing Championship held at Reykjavik in Iceland. In the final, she beat Sarah Jane 

Hampson of Great Britain 15-13 on points. 

Fact Box: Tropical Cyclone “Mora” 

29-May-17 

 A deep depression in the Bay of Bengal has been declared intensified into a tropical 

cyclone named Mora. This is second cyclone in the Bay of Bengal after Maarutha, which helped 

bring in the Monsoon earlier by a week over Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 

Sangeet Natak Akademi Puraskar for Satyabrata Rout 

29-May-17 

 Satyabrata Rout has been awarded Sangeet Natak Akademi Puraskar for the year 2016. 

 He is a professor from the Department of Theatre Arts, S N School of Arts and Communication, 

University of Hyderabad (UoH). He has been awarded 

Sangeet Natak Akademi 

 

The Sangeet Natak Akademi was set up in 1953 for the promotion of performing arts. Setting up 

of Sangeet Natak Akademi is one of the main recommendations of the National conference on 

Dance, Drama, and Music, held in New Delhi in 1951. 

Goa Bans Thin Plastic Bags 

30-May-17 

The Goa State government has decided to ban buying and selling of plastic bags below 50 

microns. Goa has already banned the use of plastic bags below 40 microns 

National Commission for Minorities 

The Union Government has set up the National Commission for Minorities (NCM) under the 

National Commission for Minorities Act, 1992. The commission is made up of a Chairperson, a 
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Vice Chairperson and five members. Unlike other bodies like NCSC and NCST, NCM has no 

constitutional backing or status. 

Darwaza Band Campaign Launched 

30-May-17 

 The Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation has launched a nation wide campaign 

titled „Darwaza Band‟ to promote toilet use and freedom from open defecation across the 

villages of thecountry.  

 

Swachch Bharat Abhiyan 

 The Swachh Bharat Abhiyan or Mission, launched on 2nd of October 2014, is so far the 

largest programme on sanitation by Indian Government. It has two sub-Missions viz. Swachh 

Bharat Mission (Rural) and Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban). While rural mission comes under 

the purview of Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation; the urban mission comes under 

Ministry of Urban  Development. 

The basic objective is to provide sanitation facilities to every family, including toilets, solid and 

liquid waste disposal systems, village cleanliness, and safe and adequate drinking water supply 

by 2
nd

 October, 2019 

Virat Kohli becomes Only Indian in Top 10 of ICC ODI Rankings 

30-May-17 

Indian Cricketer Virat Kohli has become the only cricketer to get featured in the top 10 of the 

ICC Players Rankings for ODIs as he managed to stick to the third spot in the ODI batsman‟s 

chart. 

RBI to introduce New Re.1 Note 

30-May-17 

 The Reserve Bank of India has announced that new one rupee note has been printed by 

the government and will be soon put into circulation. The one rupee note was discontinued in 

1994 because it was more expensive to produce such notes when compared to the one-rupee 

coins. 

May 31: World No Tobacco Day 

31-May-17 

World No-Tobacco Day (WNTD) is observed every year across the world on 31 May. This day 

highlights the health risks associated with consumption all forms of tobacco and advocates for 

effective policies to reduce tobacco consumption 


