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JULY 2017 CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Environment Ministry approves Projects in 3 States under NAFCC  

 The Union Environment Ministry approved three projects for climate change adaptation in three 

states viz. Rajasthan, Gujarat and Sikkim for funding under the National Adaptation Fund for 

Climate Change (NAFCC).  

 In this regard, the National Steering Committee on Climate Change (NSCCC) headed by 

Environment Secretary has approved the Detailed Project Reports (DPRs) submitted by these three 

state governments. 

 Projects approved Sikkim: The investment aims to address the issue of water security which are 

directly identified as climate resilience building interventions under the SAPCC.  

 Rajasthan: It aims to bolster water security in villages under the Mukhya Mantri Jal Swavlamban 

Abhiyan. It aims to enhance the adaptive capacity of villages by making them self-reliant in terms of 

water requirement.  

 Gujarat: The project seeks enhance the adaptive capacity of natural resource dependent 

communities to climate change in targeted villages of Kachchh district. 

Lok Sabha passes Indian Institutes of Information Technology (PPP) Bill 

  The Lok Sabha passed the Indian Institute of Information Technology Public Private Partnership 

(IIIT-PPP) Bill, 2017 to allow 15 IIITs established on a PPP model to grant degrees and get statutory status. 

The bill also seeks to grant institute of national importance status to IIITs on the lines of the Indian Institutes 

of Technology (IITs) and National Institutes of Technology (NITs). 

 

Union Cabinet nod for IWAI bond issue  

The Union Cabinet gave its nod to Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) to raise Rs.660 

crore in bonds for extra budgetary resources (EBRs) in 2017-18. The proceeds from the bonds will be 

utilised by IWAI for development and maintenance of National Waterways (NWs) under National 

Waterways Act, 2016. Moreover, the funds received will be used exclusively for capital expenditure to 

improve infrastructure funding. 

 

UIDAI launches mAadhaar app for Aadhaar data on phone  

The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has launched „mAadhaar‟, a new mobile 

application for syncing Aadhaar data on mobile phones. The app allows users to carry their unique Aadhaar 

information including name, date of birth, gender, address, and the linked photograph, on their smartphones. 

The app also allows users to lock or unlock biometrics data. 

 

TR Zeliang sworn in as 19th Chief Minister of Nagaland  

Senior Naga People‟s Front (NPF) legislator TR Zeliang (65) was sworn in as the 19th chief minister 

of Nagaland. He was administered oath to office and secrecy by Governor P.B. Acharya. Earlier Governor 

had dismissed the Shurhozelie Liezietsu government under Clause (I) of Article 164 of the Constitution after 

he failed to prove majority on the floor of the Assembly. Prior to it, Zeliang had staked claim to form 
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government in Nagaland with a majority support of 47 members in the 60 member Legislative Assembly. 

TR Zeliang will now have to prove his majority on the floor of the House. This is his second stint as chief 

minister in a little more than three years. 

 

Underwater ghost nets posing threat to marine ecosystem: Study 

 According to recent study, ghost nets (abandoned, lost or dumped fishing nets) have emerged as the 

greatest killers of the marine ecosystem off Kerala coast. These ghost notes may have long-term 

implications for marine life if no proper correctives are taken to deal with them. It may become major threat 

to the natural habitat and breeding ground of underwater fish. 

 Problem: Ghost nets have destroyed or threatened many of the underwater reefs identified with 

flourishing fish stock because of its „stifling cover‟. Globally, it is estimated that at least 10% of the reduced 

fish catch can be blamed on ghost nets, some of which have survived deep underwater for decades together.  

US Navy tests world’s first Laser Weapons System  

United States Navy successfully tested the world‟s first-ever active Laser Weapons System (LaWS). 

In the test, the LaWS deployed aboard the USS Ponce amphibious transport ship was able to destroy a drone 

in flight and moving targets on the Persian Gulf. USS Ponce is first ship in the world to be deployed with 

such advanced weapons system.  

US imposes new sanctions against Iran over ballistic missile program 

 The United States has imposed new economic sanctions against Iran over its ballistic missile 

programme and for contributing to regional tensions. Under the new sanctions, the US Department of 

Treasury targeted 16 entities and individuals from Iran citing them as illicit Iranian actors or transnational 

criminal activity. Those sanctioned mainly targets Iran for developing drones and military equipment, 

producing and maintaining boats, and procuring electronic components. 

 

UK’s first woman Sikh MP Preet Kaur Gill elected to Home Affairs Select Committee  

Britain‟s first woman Sikh MP Preet Kaur Gill was elected to Home Affairs Select Committee in the 

UK Parliament. She will be one of 11 MPs on the cross-party home affairs committee. The Home Affairs 

Select Committee is an influential cross-party panel in the UK Parliament that examines the workings of the 

Home Office. It investigates the spending, policy and administration of the ministerial department. 

 

SBI launches ‘SBI Realty’ portal for home buyers  

India‟s largest commercial bank State Bank of India (SBI) launched SBI Realty, a dedicated portal 

that will help home buyers to choose flats from its 3,000 approved projects across the country. SBI Realty 

will be a one stop integrated website for home buyers. It will help customers to choose their dream home 

from 3,000 SBI approved projects, which are spread across 13 states/UTs covering 30 cities. 

 

 

Tata Motors unveils India’s first Bio-CNG bus  
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India‟s largest Commercial Vehicles manufacturer Tata Motors has unveiled country‟s first Bio-

CNG (bio-methane) bus. The bus was rolled out at the Urja Utsav, bio-energy programme, organised by the 

Union Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. 

 

Scientists develop 3D-printed soft silicone heart  

Scientists from ETH Zurich in Switzerland have developed a 3D-printed soft silicone heart that 

closely resembles and functions like the human organ. It is not exact biological replica of the actual, but can 

help to save lives of people who suffer from cardiac failure. It can be also used as an artificial heart in cases 

when patient is awaiting a heart transplant. 

 

SOHUM: Indigenously developed low-cost hearing screening device for newborns launched  

The Union Ministry of Science and Technology has launched SOHUM, an indigenously developed 

low-cost hearing screening device for newborns. The innovative medical device has been developed by the 

School of International Biodesign (SIB) startup Sohum Innovation Labs India Pvt Ltd under Department of 

Biotechnology (DBT) supported (SIB). 

 

National Strategic Plan for Malaria Elimination  

The Union Health Ministry and Family Welfare for first time has unveiled National Strategic Plan 

(NSP) for Malaria Elimination (2017-22). It has set malaria elimination deadline as 2027, three years ahead 

of the global deadline. The NSP is based on 2016 National Framework for Malaria Elimination framed with 

support of WHO‟s Global Technical Strategy for Malaria, 2016-2030. 

 

Scientists develop super-flexible and strong artificial silk  

Scientists from the University of Cambridge have developed super-stretchy and strong artificial 

(synthetic) spider silk, almost entirely composed of water. The synthetic spider silk mimics properties of 

spider silk, one of nature‟s strongest materials for a range of applications such as making eco-friendly 

textiles and sensors. 

 

GSI discovers millions of tonnes of precious metals and minerals in Indian waters 

 Scientists from the Geological Survey of India (GSI) have discovered the presence of millions of 

tonnes of precious metals and minerals deep under the waters within the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of 

peninsular India. They have confirmed the presence large amount of lime mud, phosphate-rich and 

calcareous sediments, hydrocarbons, metalliferous deposits and micronodules. They believe that deeper and 

more extensive exploration could lead to a larger treasure trove. The presence of lime mud, phosphate-rich 

sediments was discovered off Karwar, Mangaluru and Chennai coasts, gas hydrate in the channel-levee 

system of Mannar Basin off the Tamil Nadu coast, icro-manganese nodules around Lakshadweep Sea and 

cobalt-bearing ferro-manganese crust from the Andaman Sea. 
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IBBI notifies rules for bankruptcy probe  

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) has notified regulations for inspection and 

investigation of service providers registered with it. Under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) 

implemented by IBBI, service providers are insolvency professional agencies, entities, professionals and 

information utilities. 

 New regulations The investigation authority has to serve a notice intimating the entity concerned 

about the probe at least 10 days in advance. However, this requirement can be done away with on grounds 

such as apprehensions that the records of the particular service provider might have been destroyed before 

the probe starts. 

 

Roger Federer wins record 8th Wimbledon title  

Switzerland‟s Roger Federer won 2017 Wimbledon title in the men‟s single category. In the final 

match he defeated Marin Cilic of Croatia by 6-3, 6-1, 6-4 score. It was Federer‟s record eighth Wimbledon 

title and overall 19th Grand Slam. With this victory, 36-year old Federer also became Wimbledon‟s oldest 

champion, succeeding Arthur Ashe, who was 32 when he won in 1976. 

 

India’s Harinder Pal Sandhu wins Victorian Open squash tournament  

India‟s Harinder Pal Sandhu (28) won the Victorian Open squash tournament held in Melbourne, 

Australia. In the final he defeated Rex Hedrick of Australia by 12-14, 11-3, 11-4 score. It was Sandhu‟s 

ninth title at the PSA level and the fourth of this season after winning two in Malaysia. It was his second title 

in two weeks after he had won South Australian Open by defeating Rhys Dowling of Australia by 11-8 12-

10 11-4 score. 

 

India’s Sundar Singh Gurjar wins gold medal at World Para Athletics  

India‟s Sundar Singh Gurjar (21) won gold medal in the men‟s javelin throw event at World Para 

Athletics Championships held in London, United Kingdom. In the F46 category, Sundar recorded his 

personal best effort of 60.36m ahead of Dinesh Priyantha Herath (Sri Lanka) who emerged second with 

57.93m, followed by defending champion Guo Chunliang (China) with 56.14m. 

 

Raipur Airport ranked first in Customer Satisfaction Index Survey  

Raipur‟s Swami Vivekananda Airport was ranked first in Customer Satisfaction Index (CSI) Survey 

among 49 airports in the country. It has achieved 4.84 score on a five point scale index. It was followed by 

Udaipur (2nd), Amritsar (3rd) and Dehradun (4th) airports which have scored 4.75, 4.74 and 4.73 

respectively. This is third consecutive time in the past two years, Raipur airport has received this 

recognition. 
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India, European Union establish Investment Facilitation Mechanism  

India and European Union (EU) have established Investment Facilitation Mechanism (IFM) for EU 

Investments in India. The mechanism will allow for a close coordination between EU and India with an aim 

to promote and facilitate EU investment in India. 

 

India tops global index of countries with most confidence in their government: OCED Report  

India has topped in the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development‟s (OECD) 

Government at a Glance 2017 report. It states that Narendra Modi led NDA coalition has secured 73% trust 

of people, highest in the world. OECD‟s Government at a Glance report presents an index of countries that 

trust their governments the most. It determines government‟s trust levels by whether or not people consider 

their government stable and reliable, if it‟s able to protect its citizens from risk and whether it can effectively 

deliver public services. 

 

15 July: World Youth Skills Day  

The World Youth Skills Day is observed globally on 15 July every year to raise awareness about the 

importance of investing in youth skills development. Observance of the day aims to create more awareness 

on training and the development of skills for the youth of today and also create better employment 

opportunities for the youth. 

 2017 Theme is “Skills for All”. It is aimed at creating awareness that everyone should have the 

opportunity to discover and develop their talents. It also spreads message of creating a more prosperous 

future through skills. On the occasion, United Nations along with WorldSkills.org have organised campaigns 

#SkillsForAll and #WYSD. These campaigns aim to raise awareness about the importance of youth 

developing skills. 

 

India’s first solar powered DEMU train launched  

Indian Railways has launched India‟s first solar powered diesel multiple unit (DEMU) broad gauge 

train. It is 1600 Horse Power (HP) train with all solar powered coaches. The train will run from Sarai 

Rohilla in Delhi to Farukh Nagar in Haryana. It will replace an existing non-solar powered rake on the same 

route. 

 

India contributes additional $1 million to India-UN Development Partnership Fund  

India has contributed an additional $1 million to India-UN Development Partnership Fund launched 

to support sustainable development projects across the developing world. Earlier, India had made an initial 

contribution of $1 million when the fund was created. The amount was allocated for the implementation of a 

project benefiting seven Small Island Developing States in South Pacific Ocean. 
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India ranks 116 out of 157 nations on 2017 SDG index  

India has been ranked low 116 out of 157 nations on the 2017 Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 

Index and Dashboard report released by Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) and 

Bertelsmann Stiftung. The index assesses the performance of countries towards achieving the ambitious 

SDGs. It ranks countries based on their performance across the 17 SDGs. 

 

Saraswati: Indian scientists discover supercluster of galaxies  

A team of Indian astronomers have identified previously unknown, extremely large supercluster of 

galaxies located in the direction of constellation Pisces. It has been named “Saraswati”. It was discovered by 

astronomers from Inter University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA) and Indian Institute of 

Science Education and Research (IISER), both in Pune, Maharashtra. 

 

India to host 8th International Theatre Olympics in 2018  

India for the first time will host 8th International Theatre Olympics, the greatest carnival of theatre in 

the world in 2018.  The 51-day carnival of theatre will begin on February 17, 2018. The mega international 

event will be organised by the National School of Drama (NSD) in coordination with the Union Culture 

Ministry.  

The 2018 Theatre Olympics will showcase best of the theatre productions from around the world. 

Besides, it will provide India an opportunity to showcase the richness and diversity of its culture to the 

world. It will host about 500 shows from across the world in 15 different cities across India including Delhi, 

Mumbai, Bengaluru, Kolkata and Chennai. 

 

President gives assent to Maharashtra Social Boycott Bill  

President Pranab Mukherjee has given his assent to Maharashtra Prohibition of People from Social 

Boycott (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Bill, 2016. Maharashtra is the first state in the country to 

formulate a law to punish social boycott. The presidential assent paves the way for the state to strictly 

enforce the law to deal with the scourge of social boycott with an iron hand. 

 

Government sets up new wing to provide intelligence inputs  

The Union Government has set up Directorate General of Analytics and Risk Management 

(DGARM), a new wing to provide intelligence inputs taking action against tax evaders. It has been has been 

set up will be under the Central Board of Excise and Customs (CBEC). It will also do big data analytics for 

taxmen for better policy formulation. 

 

DIPP to set up India’s first TISC in Punjab  

The Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) will establish India‟s first Technology 

and Innovation Support Center (TISC) at Patent Information Centre, Punjab. In this regard, DIPP has signed 

an Institutional agreement with the Punjab State Council of Science and Technology. The TISC will be set 

up under the World Intellectual Property Organization‟s (WIPO) TISC program. 
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NGT declares 100m from edge of Ganga as No-development Zone  

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has passed a slew of directions, measures, fines, and strict 

deadlines to rejuvenate River Ganga. It declared „No-Development Zone‟ along an area of 100 metres from 

the edge of the river in the stretch between Haridwar in Uttarakhand and Unnao in Uttar Pradesh. This zone 

must be turned into green belts. 

 

Scientists discover smallest star known in the universe  

Scientists from University of Cambridge, UK have discovered the smallest star in the universe. It has 

been named as EBLM J0555-57Ab. The star was identified by SuperWASP, a planet-finding experiment run 

by several universities. It was detected when it passed in front of its larger parent star, forming an eclipsing 

stellar binary system. 

 

Indigenously developed S-band Doppler Weather Radar commissioned in Kochi 

A state-of-the-art, indigenously developed S-band doppler weather radar (DWR) of India 

Meteorological Department (IMD) was commissioned at Palluruthy in West Kochi, Kerala. It has been 

manufactured by Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) based on the indigenous technology provided by ISRO. 

It joins the latest in a chain of 27 such advanced radars already installed in various parts of the country. The 

S-band DWR is capable of predicting weather events such as storms and cyclones, other severe weather 

conditions occurring in 500-km radius from Kochi with increased accuracy. 

 

Indian Railways launches RailCloud to optimise server management, resources  

The Indian Railways has launched RailCloud, a virtual server with an inbuilt security system that 

will enable faster connectivity at a reduced cost.  Rail Cloud works on popular Cloud Computing system. 

Cloud computing is an emerging technology for faster and on demand commensurate deployment of server 

resources which results in reduced cost.  

Government empowers Army to procure weapons systems for short intense wars  

The Union Government has empowered the Army to directly procure critical weapons systems and 

military platforms to maintain combat readiness for short duration intense wars. The purpose of this new 

scheme is to maintain an optimum level to fight short intense wars following critical voids in capabilities of 

Army. 

 

CCEA approves SASEC Road Connectivity Investment Program – Tranche 2  

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has given its approval for upgradation and 

widening of 65 kms of Imphal-Moreh Section of NH-39 in Manipur. The Imphal-Moreh Section is a vital 
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link in providing road connectivity up to Thailand and Malaysia. It will boost trade, commerce and tourism 

in the region. 

 

 

 

 

India’s Mithali Raj becomes first to score 6000 runs in women’s ODI cricket  

Indian captain Mithali Raj (34) scripted history by becoming first player in the history of women‟s 

ODI cricket to score more than 6000 career runs. She also became all-time leading run-getter in women‟s 

ODI. She achieved the record feat against Australia in the ICC Women‟s World Cup 2017 match at Bristol. 

She broke previous record of Charlotte Edwards (5992) in 164 innings – 16 less than Charlotte. 

 

Union Cabinet approves establishment of International Rice Research Institute in Varanasi  

The Union Cabinet has approved establishment of International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) set up 

a regional centre International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), a global rice research institute. It will be 

named as IRRI South Asia Regional Centre (ISARC) and will be set up at campus of National Seed 

Research and Training Centre (NSRTC) in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh. 

 

NASA’s Juno spacecraft completes flyby over Jupiter’s Great Red Spot  

NASA‟s unmanned spacecraft Juno has successfully peered into the Jupiter‟s giant storm known as 

the Great Red Spot. It became first space probe to complete flyby of Jupiter‟s Great Red Spot. 

 

NGT bans nylon, synthetic manja  

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has imposed nationwide blanket ban on the use of kite strings 

(manja), made of nylon or any synthetic material on the grounds that it poses a threat to animals and 

humans. The judgement of Tribunal came on a plea filed by animal rights body People for Ethical Treatment 

of Animals (PETA) and others. 

5 States, 1 UT ink MoU with Centre on Government e-Marketplace  

5 States and a Union Territory (UT) have formally adopted the Centre‟s Government e-Marketplace 

(GeM) initiative. They are Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Gujarat, Telangana, Arunachal Pradesh and Puducherry 

(UT). In this regard, these states/UT have signed memorandum of understanding (MoU) to join GeM 

initiative. Four more states including Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Jharkhand and Haryana, will ink such 

MoU soon. 

India to become largest milk producer in 2026: OECD-FAO report  

According to recently released OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2017-2026, India will be the 

world‟s largest milk producer by 2026 and will account for the biggest increase in wheat production 

globally. 
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Rajasthan: First State to fix minimum education qualification for cooperative body poll  

Rajasthan has become the first State in the country to lay down the minimum educational 

qualifications for contesting elections to village cooperative societies and various other cooperative bodies. 

In this regard, state government has amended State Cooperative Societies Rules, 2003. The new rules would 

benefit about 10,000 cooperative and agricultural credit societies. Moreover, the benefit of education will 

accrue to the societies as their management will go to expert hands. 

 

BCCI appoints Ravi Shastri as new head coach of Indian cricket team  

The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has named former Indian all-rounder and captain 

Ravi Shastri as the new chief coach of the Indian cricket team till ICC World Cup 2019. He will succeed 

Anil Kumble who had resigned from the post after the ICC Champions Trophy 2017. 

 

Karnataka Government constitutes committee to study legalities for separate State flag  

Karnataka Government has constituted a nine-member committee to study the possibility of 

designing a separate state flag and providing it a statutory standing. It will be headed by Principal Secretary, 

Department of Kannada and Culture. It shall submit report to the state Government after looking into 

required possibilities. 

Constitutional and legal position of State having its own flag  

There is no prohibition in the Constitution for the State to have its own flag. Even there is no separate 

central or state law dealing with issue. So, legally it can be said that state flag is not unauthorised. Jammu 

and Kashmir is only state having separate flag of its own due to special status granted by Article 370 of the 

Constitution. 

President Pranab Mukherjee inaugurates Ashiana Annexe in Dehradun  

President Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated the „Ashiana Annexe‟, comprising of 12 low cost dwelling 

units in Dehradun, Uttarakhand. It has been constructed to accommodate officers and staff of Rashtrapati 

Bhavan during Presidential visits to the Retreat at „Ashiana‟. 

 

Tamil Nadu reports first case of Zika virus  

Tamil Nadu has reported its first case of Zika virus in a 27-year-old man from a village in 

Krishnagiri district. RT-PCR test conducted on patient‟s blood, urine and throat samples were found to be 

positive for Zika. This is second case Zika reported in India. Earlier in May 2017, the World Health 

Organisation (WHO) confirmed the first cases of Zika in in Ahmedabad, Gujarat after three cases were 

detected. 

 

Vaccine shows protection against gonorrhea for first time: Scientists  
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Scientists from New Zealand for the first time have claimed that vaccine can protect against the 

sexually transmitted infection gonorrhoea. They have found that Men B jab vaccine originally developed to 

stop an outbreak of meningitis B can protect from gonorrhoea. 

 

11 July: World Population Day  

The World Population Day is observed across the world on July 11 to attention on the urgency and 

importance of population issue. Observance of the day aims at increase people‟s awareness on various 

population issues such as the importance of family planning, maternal health, gender equality, poverty and 

human rights.  

2017 theme: “Family Planning- Empowering People, Developing Nations”. The theme highlights 

importance of family planning as it allows people to attain their desired number of children and determine 

the spacing of pregnancies. 

Scientist create mini Saturns from charged liquid droplets  

Scientists from Northwestern University in the United States have created miniature versions of 

Saturn, complete with rings, by electrifying tiny droplets of fluids. Electrospraying Effect When a drop of 

electrically conductive liquid is exposed to an electric field, the droplet responds by forming two electrically 

charged poles. In the previous research it was found that these poles can get pulled towards the sources of 

the electric field, taking on cone shapes. If the pull is strong enough, the tips of the cones can spray jets of 

droplets. This effect is known as electrospraying. 

 

Okinoshima Island: Japan’s men-only island gets UNESCO heritage tag  

Okinoshima Island, Japan‟s men-only island was declared as a UNESCO world heritage site. The 

island will be the 17th set of Japanese cultural assets to be granted this status and overall 21st in the list. The 

island is part of the prefecture‟s Munakata region. It is located in south-west Japan between the main island 

of Kyushu and the Korean Peninsula in the Sea of Japan (East Sea). It still follow strict taboos from ancient 

times, including the controversial ban on women from entering the island. 

 

India to import crude oil from US for first time  

India, the world‟s third-largest oil importer, for the first time will import crude oil from the United 

States. The purchase comes after Prime Minister Narendra Modi‟s visit to the US in June 2017 when 

President Donald Trump had assured that US looks forward to export more energy products to India. 

 

Walled City of Ahmedabad designated as India’s first World Heritage City  

The 600-year-old Walled City of Ahmedabad was declared World Heritage City by the World 

Heritage Committee (WHC) of UNESCO after it met in Karlow, Poland. It is first Indian city get the 

honour. The Walled City of Ahmedabad is located on the eastern banks of Sabarmati river. It presents a rich 

architectural heritage from the sultanate period, notably the Bhadra citadel, walls and gates of the Fort city 

and numerous mosques and tombs, as well as important Hindu and Jain temples of later periods. It will be 
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third city from the Indian subcontinent to enjoy this status along with Bhaktapur in Nepal and Galle in Sri 

Lanka. 

 

 

Government merges Ministries of Urban Development, Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation    

The Union Government has merged the Ministries of Urban Development and Housing and Urban 

Poverty Alleviation to form the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. With this merger, the Union 

Government now has 51 ministries. In 2004, there were total 42 ministries. The first government in 

independent India had just 17 ministries.  

India, US and Japan navies kick off 2017 Malabar Exercise  

India, Japan and United States (US) navies have kicked off 2017 MALABAR trilateral naval 

Exercise near Chennai in Bay of Bengal. This year it is the 21st edition of the naval exercise. In this edition 

of the exercise, total of around 15 warships, two submarines and scores of fighter jets, surveillance aircraft 

and helicopters from three navies will take part.  

 

G-20 leaders adopt Hamburg Action Plan  

The 12th G-20 summit concluded in Germany‟s Hamburg city with adaptation of Hamburg Action 

Plan. It sets out the group‟s strategy for achieving strong, sustainable, balanced and inclusive growth. The 

action plan aims to address major global challenges, including climate change, harnessing digitalisation, and 

to contribute to prosperity and well-being. 

 

Government launches 4 digital initiatives to push e-education  

President Pranab Mukherjee on the occasion of Guru Purnima launched four major digital initiatives 

in to push e-education. They are Swayam, Swayam Prabha, National Academic Depository and National 

Digital Library. All these digital initiatives are operational under Union Ministry of Human Resource and 

Development.  

Key Facts 

 Swayam: It an indigenously designed massive open online course (MOOC), It will host all the 

courses, taught in classrooms from 9th class till post-graduation and can be accessed by anyone, anywhere at 

any time. It aims to bridge the digital divide for students in e-education.  

Swayam Prabha: It will provide high quality educational contents, developed by experts, through 

32 DTH (direct to home) Television Channels with an aim to bring uniformity in standards of education. It 

will cover diverse disciplines of all levels of education in various languages. It will be available to all and 

will be having new content of 4 hours to be telecasted 6 times a day. 

 National Academic Depository: It is a digital depository of academic awards for authenticating all 

certificates issued by institutions. NAD will directly integrate with Boards/Universities which issue 
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Certificates which will be verified, authenticated, accessed and retrieved in a digital depository for purpose 

of employment, higher education, and loans. 

 National Digital Library: It is a large online library containing 6.5 million books. It provides free access to 

many books in English and the Indian languages. 

 

India’s forex reserves at record-high of $386.53 billion  

According to RBI, India‟s foreign exchange (Forex) reserves have increased by $4.007 billion to 

touch a record high of $386.539 billion in the week that ended 30th June 2017. The components of India‟s 

Foreign Exchange Reserves include Foreign currency assets (FCAs), Special Drawing Rights (SDRs), Gold 

and RBI‟s Reserve position with International Monetary Fund (IMF).  

 

India plans to invite Leaders of ASEAN countries for 2018 Republic Day celebrations July 8, 2017No 

comments India has planned to invite the ten leaders of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN) as Chief Guests for 2018 Republic Day celebrations. This Plan has come at a time when India is 

engaged in a stand-off with China in the Sikkim sector. If invited Republic Day 2018 would be the first 

Republic Day event that will have so many leaders as the chief guests. In the recent past, world leaders like 

former US President Barack Obama, former French President François Hollande and UAE Crown Prince 

Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan have been invited as the chief guests for the Republic Day celebrations. 


