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************************************************************************************************* 

NATIONAL AFFAIRS: 

RAJASTHAN GOVERNMENT BANS AD‟S & SALE OF E-CIGARETTES: 

News: 

 The Rajasthan government has decided to ban production, distribution, advertisement and sale of e-

cigarette in the state. 

 The decision, which comes a day before the World No Tobacco Day (May 31), will be an important 

step to curb addiction among youths. 

 At an event on ―Tobacco and Human Rights” during the U.N. Human Rights Council's session, 

speakers threw light on the impact of tobacco industry's ―tactics and misleading campaign‖ with the use 

of front groups, such as farmers and tobacco vendors, to push its agenda. 

WHAT ARE ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES? 

 Electronic cigarettes, also known as e-cigarettes, e-vaporizers, or electronic nicotine delivery 

systems, are battery-operated devices that people use to inhale an aerosol, which typically contains 

nicotine (though not always), flavorings, and other chemical. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRIPURA TO HOST 10TH NATIONAL SCIENCE FILM FESTIVAL OF INDIA IN 2020: 

News: 

 The10th National Science Film Festival of India (NSFFI) organized in Tripura in January and February 

2020. 
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 The NSF debuted in Chennai eight years ago in 2011. 

 It covered almost all regions of the country since then including Bhubaneshwar, Kolkata, Bangalore, 

Lucknow, Mumbai, Guwahati and Mohali. This the second time the show will be held in a North 

Eastern city. 

NATIONAL SCIENCE FILM FESTIVAL OF INDIA (NSFFI): 

 National Science Film Festival and Competition (Rashtriya Vigyan Chalchitra Mela) is organised by 

Vigyan Prasar. 

 The Indian Department of Science and Technology in collaboration with Jahangirabad Media Institute 

as a part of the Indian Science Congress 2011.  

BINNY, INDIA'S ONLY ORANGUTAN DIES IN ODISHA ZOO: 

News: 

 The Nandankanan Zoological Park (NZP) has lost one of its beloved members the 41-year-old orangutan 

‗Bini‘, an extant species of great apes. 

 to be among the most intelligent primates, orangutans can live up to 45 years in the wild and even more 

in zoos, according to experts. 

 Binny was brought from the Rajiv Gandhi Zoological Park in Pune to the zoo in 2003.  

ABOUT ORANGUTANS: 

Taxon Name:  Pongo pygmaeus. 

Red List Category & Criteria:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

DELHI GOVT PLANS FREE TRAVEL FOR WOMEN IN BUSES, METRO: 

News: 

 Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal said on Monday his government plans to make metro and bus 

travel free for women in the capital. The proposal will be implemented in two or three months. 
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 As of now only 33 per cent of Metro commuters are women. The fare hike last year hit women the 

worst, forcing them to shift to more unsafe modes of transport like private buses, ride-sharing, or even 

walking. 

 The move will not be a financial or logistical burden on Delhi Metro,  ―The ticket revenue lost by Delhi 

Metro will be reimbursed fully by the Delhi government. 

JAGAN MOHAN REDDY'S 5 DEPUTY CMS MOVE A 1ST IN INDIA: 

News: 

 Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy, popularly called as 'Jagananna', will have a 

'jumbo' deputy CMs' council. Accordingly, one each from Scheduled Caste, Scheduled Tribe, backward, 

minority and Kapu communities would be made a Deputy Chief Minister. 

Details: 

 The new Council of Ministers, including the five Deputy CMs, P Rajanna Dora, M. Sucharitha, A 

Nani, Amjad Basha, and K Parthasarathy, will take oath at a public function in Amaravati on 

Saturday. 

 The Andhra CM has decided to bring a social equilibrium in his cabinet with sources confirming that out 

of 25 ministers, eight will be from backward classes, five from the scheduled caste, and one from the 

scheduled tribe. 

UP CM YOGI ADITYANATH UNVEILS LORD RAM STATUE AT AYODHYA SHODH SANSTHAN: 

News: 

 The seven-foot-tall statue of Lord Ram made from a single block of rosewood and purchased from 

Karnataka depicts Kodand Ram - one of the five forms of Lord Ram. 

 He also released a special cover on the Kodand statue of Lord Ram by the postal department, 

'Archaeological Report of Ayodhya', 'Ramleela journey of the Carribean countries' and two other books. 

TAWANG YIELDS A NEW SPECIES OF DUNG BEETLE: 

News: 

 The new species of dung beetle has been discovered in Tawang district of Arunachal Pradesh. The 

species, Enoplotrupes tawangensis, is shining dark blue in colour and, measuring up to 27 mm, is 

relatively bigger than most of the dung beetles. 

Details: 

 The specimens were first collected and studied by two scientists from the Zoological Survey of India: 

Kailash Chandra and Devanshu Gupta.  



Unique IAS Academy – TNPSC Current Affairs June 2019  

0422 4204182, 9884267599  NVN layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 4 

 

 Dung beetles belong to the super family scarabaeoidea, having clubbed antennae and pro-tibiae (pro-legs) 

modified for burrowing dung inside the soil.  

 This group of insects are considered beneficial to the environment as they help in nutrient cycling of the 

soil.  

 From India, approximately 65,000 species of insects are known, of them, more than 22,000 species are 

beetles.  

 Three more species of dung beetles from the group Geotrupidae, which roughly means earth borers. 

GOVT TO AWARD MEDIA HOUSES TO ENCOURAGE PARTICIPATION IN YOGA CAMPAIGN: 

News: 

 Union Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar said Saturday the government has decided to honour 

media houses for their contribution towards promoting healthy living through yoga. 

 He said 33 awards will be given — 11 each for newspaper organisations, TV and radio channels. A six-

member jury will consider the entries in all 23 official languages. 

 Media campaigns on yoga from June 10 to June 25 will be considered for International Yoga Day 

Awards. 

 One of India's gifts to the world is yoga. When Prime Minister Narendra Modi proposed to celebrate 

June 21 as International Day of Yoga (IDY), the United Nations and all countries responded positively. 

 This year, the government has shortlisted Delhi, Shimla, Mysore, Ahmedabad and Ranchi to hold 

national programmes to mark the International Yoga Day. 

CULTURE MINISTER TO INAUGURATE EXHIBITION-„UNKNOWN MASTERPIECES OF 

HIMACHAL FOLK ART‟: 

News: 

 Culture Minister Prahalad Singh Patel will today inaugurate the exhibition titled Unknown Masterpieces 

of Himachal Folk Art at National Museum in New Delhi.  

 The Exhibition is being jointly organised by the National Museum and Home of Folk Art, Gurugram in 

which more than 240 artefacts will be on display.  

 The aim of the exhibition is to highlight the Folk art tradition of Himachal Pradesh. It will remain open 

for public till 31st of next month. 

 Like other parts of India, in Himachal Pradesh also, two stylistic streams of art and culture – classical or 

courtly (the Great Tradition) and folk (the Little Tradition) – were nurtured by the natives from the 

earliest times. 
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DELHI METRO BECOMES INDIA'S FIRST PROJECT TO RECEIVE POWER FROM WASTE-TO-

ENERGY: 

News: 

 Delhi Metro has started receiving 2 MW power from a 12 MW capacity waste-to-energy plant set 

up in Ghazipur.The plant will mitigate over 8 million tons of Greenhouse Gases (GHG) over the life of 

the project. 

 Continuing its efforts to establish an environment-friendly network, the Delhi Metro has become the 

first ever project in the country to receive power generated from a waste-to-energy plant. 

 The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) said it has started receiving 2 MW power from a 12 MW 

capacity waste-to-energy plant set up in Ghazipur. 

 The state of the art facility is set up to process above 1,500 tonnes per day (TPD) of waste and generate 

12 MW of green power. The plant is India's first Euro norms compliant waste-to-energy facility. 

GOVERNMENT TO PROCURE 2 SUPERCOMPUTERS: 

News: 

 With an aim to improve weather forecasting in the country, the government will procure two more 

supercomputers whose combined computing powers would be eight times the existing capacity. 

 Ministry of Earth Sciences Secretary M Rajeevan said plans are afoot to buy these supercomputers, with 

a combined total computing speed of 80 petaflops, at a cost of approximately Rs.1,500 crore. 

 The MoES currently has two supercomputers -- one at the National Centre for Medium Range 

Weather Forecast (NCMRWF), Noida, and the other at Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology, 

Pune -- with a combined capacity of 10 petaflops. 

 He said the ministry has formed a panel of experts to assess whether to buy two supercomputers of 40 

petaflops capacity each or two units of 60 petaflops and 20 petaflops each. 

HERO SPLENDOR ISMART BECOMES INDIA‟S FIRST BS6-COMPLIANT TWO-WHEELER: 

News: 

 Hero has become the first two-wheeler manufacturer in the country, to receive BS6 certification 

for a two-wheeler. The Splendor iSmart has received the Type Approval Certificate from International 

Centre for Automotive Technology (ICAT), after it was successfully tested for compliance.  

 While the deadline for the BS6 is still far away (April 1, 2020), it appears as if Hero has beat its 

former partner, Honda, to bring out the first BS6-compliant two-wheeler in the country. 
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 ICAT is the premier testing and certification agency authorized by the Ministry of Road Transport and 

Highways (MORTH) for giving testing and certification services to the vehicle and component 

manufacturers situated within India and abroad. 

Bharat stage norms: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL STATES CAN NOW CONSTITUTE FOREIGNERS TRIBUNALS: 

News: 

 With Assam‟s National Register of Citizens as the backdrop, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) 

has laid out specific guidelines to detect, detain and deport foreign nationals staying illegally across the 

country. 

Details: 

 The MHA has amended the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964, and has empowered district 

magistrates in all States and Union Territories to set up tribunals to decide whether a person staying 

illegally in India is a foreigner or not.  

 The tribunals are quasi-judicial bodies, unique to Assam, to determine if a person staying illegally is a 

―foreigner‖ or not.  

 In other parts, once a ‗foreigner‘ has been apprehended by the police for staying illegally, he or she is 

produced before a local court under the Passport Act, 1920, or the Foreigners Act, 1946, with the 

punishment ranging three months to eight years in jail.  
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NDMA CONDUCTS TRAINING PROGRAMME: 

News: 

 The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) is conducting a basic training programme at 

the Deendayal Port Trust in Kandla, Gujarat. Aimed at increasing the awareness and enhancing the 

preparedness of Seaport Emergency Handlers (SEHs) to respond to CBRN emergencies at the seaports, 

started on June 10, 2019. 

Details: 

 This is the fourth in a series of such programmes that will be conducted at various seaports across the 

country to enable SEHs to respond suitably till the arrival of specialised response teams. 

 CBRN (Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear) threats emanate at seaports due to arrival, 

storage and transportation of a large amount of chemical, petrochemical and other CBRN agents. 

 The training programme is being conducted in collaboration with the Indian Ports Association (IPA), 

Institute of Nuclear Medicine & Allied Sciences (INMAS) and National Disaster Response Force 

(NDRF).  

INDIA GETS ITS FIRST DINOSAUR MUSEUM AND FOSSIL PARK IN GUJARAT: 

News: 

 Gujarat is now home to India‟s first dinosaur museum and Fossil Park at Raiyoli village, which is 

located near Balasinor town of Mahisagar district. Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani recently 

inaugurated the park, which is now ready to entertain visitors too.  

Details: 

 As per government officials, Raiyoli village is well-known globally for being the second largest 

dinosaur hatchery, from where around 10000 dinosaur eggs were found. 

 The CM while inaugurating the park further stated that the state government would be allocating INR 10 

crore fund to promote this spot for tourism internationally.  

 As many as 50 sculptures of dinosaurs, including a life-size one of Rajasaurus Narmadensis that was 

found in Gujarat, have been erected at the museum. 

GOVERNMENT SETS TARGET OF PROVIDING CLEAN DRINKING WATER TO ALL BY 2024: 

News:  
 The Centre has set a target of providing clean drinking water to all by 2024, said by Jal Shakti Minister 

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat. 

Details: 
 He said the government is formulating a plan to provide clean drinking water to nearly 14 crore 

households. 

 States such as Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Odisha, the coverage of 

clean drinking water is less than five per cent. 

 He said an emphasis will also be made on water conservation, citing the widening gap between water 

supply and demand. 
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CYCLONE VAYU: 

News:  
 

 As we know that cyclone Vayu will soon hit Gujarat at a gust speed of 135kmph. According to the 

Indian Meteorological Department the thunderstorm and lightning will accompanied with the gusty wind 

in the coastal region of Gujarat. 

 The heavy storm of winds is known as Cyclone Vayu which may cause landfall in the state of Gujarat. 

According to IMD Cyclone Vayu emerges from the Arabian Sea and enter India from Gujarat with gusty 

speeds of nearly 135kmph.  

How Tropical Cyclone Vayu is formed? 

 Tropical cyclones form only over warm ocean waters in 30 N/s of the equator. 

 To form a cyclone, warm, moist air over the ocean rises upward from near the surface. As this air moves 

up and away from the ocean surface, it leaves is less air near the surface. So basically as the warm air 

rises, it causes an area of lower air pressure below. 

 Air from surrounding areas with higher air pressure pushes in to the low pressure area. Then this new 

―cool‖ air becomes warm and moist and rises, too. And the cycle continues… 

 As the warmed, moist air rises and cools the water in the air forms clouds. The whole system of clouds 

and wind spins and grows, fed by the ocean‘s heat and water evaporating from the ocean surface. 

 As the storm system rotates faster and faster, an eye forms in the centre. It is very calm and clear in the 

eye, with very low air pressure. Higher pressure air from above flows down into the eye. 
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ASTITVA: THE ESSENCE OF PRABHAKAR BARWE: 

News: 

 Shri Prahlad Singh Patel, Minister of State (I/C) of Culture & Tourism, Government of India 

inaugurated the exhibition titled "Astitva: The Essence of Prabhakar Barwe”, at National Gallery of 

Modern Art, New Delhi today. 

 Astitva : The essence of Prabhakar Barwe‘, is the first of its kind to be held in New Delhi that will 

present his artistic oeuvre in four distinct phases. The artworks are chronologically orchestrated in each 

space, each representing a peculiar phase of Barwe's practice.  

FOREIGNERS TRIBUNALS (FTS) TO ADOPT DIGITAL MODE: 

News: 

 After many decades, the Foreigners Tribunals (FTs) are in for a massive transition in their operations 

with the State government planning to make them ‗Electronic Foreigners Tribunals‘ (EFTs).  

Details: 

 The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has already given its nod to the Assam government‘s project.  

 This project has been drawn up keeping in view the post-publication phase of the NRC (National 

Register of Citizens). 

 The EFT project is a follow-up to the directive of the Gauhati High Court rendered to both the Assam 

and Central governments to prepare a common database of the ‗Declared Foreigners‘, ‗D Voters‘ and 

the people against whom cases are pending in the FTs. 

 Presently, there are 100 FTs while an additional 400 FTs have been approved by the Government of 

India for the post-NRC-publication phase.  
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TRAINING PROGRAMME OF SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS AND ADAPTATION TO CLIMATE 

CHANGE: 

Context 

 Hyderabad-based National Institute of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj (NIRD-PR) has launched 

a training programme of Sustainable Livelihoods and Adaptation to Climate Change (SLACC) to help 

Rural Poor Farm Holds adapt to Climate Change and sustain their livelihoods. 

 Under the National Rural Livelihood Mission, the NIRDPR has launched the training programme. 

 The impact of Climate Change on farmers, especially small and marginal ones is high in any part of the 

country. If the affected areas are flood-prone and drought-prone, the impact is enormous.  

 The NIRD-PR has developed a training manual for Sustainable Livelihoods and Adaptation to Climate 

Change called SLACC.  

ISRO FOR 1ST TIME OPENS ITS LABORATORIES FOR INDIAN SCHOOL STUDENTS: 

Context: 

 The Indian Space Research Organization ISRO has, for the first time, opened its laboratories for Indian 

school students to undergo two-week training from this year. 

 The first batch of 108 students drawn from all states and Union Territories recently completed their 

exposure in its laboratories in Bengaluru, Sriharikota, Thiruvananthapuram and other places.  

 The training module has been devised as part of its new Young Scientists Programme, or Yuva Vigyanik 

Karyakram, YUVIKA.  

CHAUKHANDI STUPA 

Context : 

 An ancient Buddhist site in Uttar Pradesh‘s Sarnath known as Chaukhandi Stupa has been declared to 

be a “protected area of national importance‖ by the Archaeological Survey of India. 

Chaukhandi Stupa : 

 The Stupa is known as ‗Chaukhandi‘ because of its four armed plan. 

 The stupa is an ancient Buddhist site which evolved from burial mounds and served as a shrine for a 

relic of Buddha.  

 It appears to be in ruins and was originally constructed in the 5th Century AD.  

 It also finds mention in account of Hiuen Tsang, celebrated Chinese traveler of 7th century AD. 

 It is widely believed that Stupa was originally built as a terraced temple during Gupta period (4th-6th 

centuries AD) to mark the site where Lord Buddha traveling from BodhGaya to Sarnath was reunited 

with pancha vargeeya bhikshus (Budhha‘s five companions) who had previously deserted him at Rajgir. 
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20TH ANNIVERSARY OF VICTORY IN „OPERATION VIJAY‟: 

Context : 

 The year 2019, marks the 20th anniversary of victory in „Operation VIJAY‘ popularly known as 

the„Kargil War‟. 

Kargil Vijay Diwas : 

 This year, the 20th anniversary of victory in ‗Operation VIJAY‘ is being celebrated with the theme 

‗Remember, Rejoice and Renew‘. Kargil vijay Diwas celebrated in every year july 26. 

 The objective of these celebrations is to evoke feeling of nationalism and patriotism through nationwide 

campaigns especially amongst youth and to pay homage to the valiant soldiers. 

 

„JAL SHAKTI‟ MINISTRY: 

Context : 

 The government has launched a new unified „Jal Shakti‘ ministry. 

Key Features : 

 The new ministry has been formed by merging the Ministry of Water Resources, River 

Development and Ganga Rejuvenation and Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation.   

 The new ministry will attempt to integrate demand side and supply side of water in the country so 

that the issues relating to water are dealt with in a holistic manner. 

 It will encompass issues ranging from providing clean drinking water, international and inter-states 

water disputes, to the Namami Gange project aimed at cleaning Ganga and its tributaries, and sub 

tributaries.  

JAL SHAKTI ABHIYAN : 

Context : 

 The Centre is set to initiate the Jal Shakti Abhiyan to ramp up rainwater harvesting and 

conservation efforts in 255 water-stressed districts, in line with the government‘s promise to focus on 

water. 

Jal Sakthi Abhiyan : 

 



Unique IAS Academy – TNPSC Current Affairs June 2019  

0422 4204182, 9884267599  NVN layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 12 

 

  

 

 The Jal Shakti Abhiyan would aim  - To accelerate water harvesting,  

 Conservation and borewell recharge activities already being carried out under the Mahatma Gandhi 

National Rural Employment Guarantee scheme and  

 the Integrated Watershed Management Programme of the Rural Development Ministry,  

 existing water body restoration and afforestation schemes being undertaken by the Jal Shakti and 

Environment Ministries. 

 Progress would be monitored in real time through mobile applications and an online dashboard. 

‗JAL HI JEEVAN HAI‘ : 

Context : 

 The farmers of northern districts of Haryana have shown a keen interest in crop diversification scheme 

called ‗Jal Hi Jeevan Hai‘ of the Haryana government which promotes to diversify paddy area into 

maize, arhar dal (pigeon pea) and soybean. 

Jal Hi Jeevan Hai Scheme  : 

 The ‗Jal Hi Jiwan‘ scheme envisages diversification of 50,000 hectare area of non-basmati rice 

mainly into maize, pulses or oilseeds to achieve the target. 

 Under the scheme, the amount Rs. 2000/acre will be transferred into the accounts of farmers in two 

phases i.e. Rs. 200/- at the time of registration and the balance Rs. 1800/- after verification of 

sowing data within two months.  

 Free of cost hybrid seeds would also be provided under the scheme. 
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 The selected farmers will be covered by State Government by paying the farmer‘s premium share also 

for Maize Crop under PMFBY.  

 The produce of these farmers will be purchased by the state Government at MSP. 

NEW CABINET COMMITTEE: 

Context : 

 The Government of India has reconstituted eight key cabinet committees including two new ones one on 

Investment, the other on Employment and Skill Development  under the Transaction of Business Rules. 

New Panels : 

Cabinet Committee on Investment and Growth : 

 The Cabinet Committee on Investment will ―identify key projects required to be implemented on a time-

bound basis‖, involving investments of Rs 1,000 crore or more, or any other critical projects, as may be 

specified by it, with regard to infrastructure and manufacturing.  

 It will prescribe time limits for giving requisite approvals and clearances by the ministries concerned in 

identified sectors. 

 It will also monitor the progress of such projects. 

Cabinet Committee on Employment & Skill Development : 

 The Cabinet Committee on Employment and Skill Development is supposed to provide ―direction to all 

policies, programmes, schemes and initiatives for skill development aimed at increasing the 

employability of the workforce for effectively meeting the emerging requirements of the rapidly 

growing economy and mapping the benefits of demographic dividend‖. 

 It is required to enhance workforce participation, foster employment growth and identification, and work 

towards removal of gaps between requirement and availability of skills in various sectors.  

RETIREMENT AGE OF HIGH COURT JUDGES: 

Context : 

 The Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi has requested Prime Minister Narendra Modi to take steps to 

raise the retirement of High Court judges as 65 year and to increase the strength of SC. 

 Further, CJI has requested for Constitutional amendment to increase the retirement age of High Court 

judges from 62 to 65.  

 He has pointed out pendency of the 43 lakh cases in 24 High  Courts and the lack of judge strength in 

High Courts to deal with the same. 
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 The letter states that posts of 399 High Court judges or 37 percent of sanctioned judge strength are lying 

vacant and despite best efforts by stakeholders, it has not been able to appoint judges to bring the 

working strength of High Courts upto the sanctioned strength. 

 Hence, CJI Gogoi has suggested increasing the retirement age of judges to 65 as that would help reduce 

vacancy and thus, tackle arrears. 

MOTION OF THANKS : 

Context : 

 The President makes an address to a joint sitting of Parliament at the start of the Budget session, 

which is prepared by the government and lists its achievements. 

Motion Of Thanks : 

 Motion of Thanks is a motion in Indian Parliament which follows the address of the President of India to 

the joint sitting of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha at the commencement of first session of a new Lok 

Sabha and first session of every year. 

Constitutional Provisions : 

 President‘s Address and Motion of Thanks are governed by Articles 86 (1) and 87 (1) of the 

Constitution and Rules 16 to 24 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha. 

 Article 86(1) of the Constitution provides that the President may address either House of Parliament or 

both Houses assembled together, and for that purpose require the attendance of members. 

 Article 87 provides for the special address by the President. Clause (1) of that article provides that at the 

commencement of the first session after each general election to the House of the People and at the 

commencement of the first session of each year, the President shall address both Houses of Parliament 

assembled together and inform Parliament of the causes of its summons. No other business is transacted 

till the President has addressed both Houses of Parliament assembled together. 

EXTENSION PM KISAN SAMMAN NIDHI YOJANA: 

Context : 

 The Union Cabinet has approved to extend the ambit of the PM Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana. 

Key Highlights : 

 This scheme can now be availed by all land holding eligible farmer families (subject to the prevalent 

exclusion criteria) under the scheme irrespective of the size of land holdings. 

 The revised Scheme is now expected to cover around 2 crore more farmers increasing the coverage of 

PM-KISAN to around 14.5 crore beneficiaries. 
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PM - KISAN Scheme : 

 The PM KISAN scheme was announced in the interim Budget 2019-20. 

 PM KISAN is a Central Sector scheme with 100% funding from Government of India 

 Under the scheme an income support of Rs.6000/- per year in three equal installments will be provided 

 State Government and UT Administration will identify the farmer families which are eligible for support 

as per scheme guidelines. 

 The fund will be directly transferred to the bank accounts of the beneficiaries. 

 Those excluded from Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Siddhi (PM-KISAN) include institutional land 

holders, farmer families holding constitutional posts, serving or retired officers and employees of 

state/central government as well as PSUs and government autonomous bodies.  

 PENSION COVER TO FARMERS: 

Context : 

 The Union Cabinet has approved a new Central Sector Scheme to provide pension cover to farmers. 

Key Highlights of the Scheme : 

 The pension scheme will be voluntary and contributory scheme for all Small and Marginal Farmers 

(SMF) across the country. 

 There will be an entry age of 18 to 40 years with a provision of minimum fixed pension of Rs.3,000/- on 

attaining the age of 60 years. 

 A beneficiary farmer is required to contribute Rs 100/ – per month at median entry age of 29 years. 

 The Central Government shall also contribute to the Pension Fund an equal amount as contributed by the 

eligible farmer. 

 After the subscriber‘s death the spouse of the SMF beneficiary shall be entitled to receive 50% of the 

pension received by the beneficiary as family pension, provided he/she is not already an SMF 

beneficiary of the Scheme. 

BIHAR HAS LAUNCHED A UNIVERSAL OLD AGE PENSION SCHEME: 

Context : 

 Bihar state government has launched a universal old age pension scheme - Mukhyamantri Vridhajan 

Pension Yojana (MVPY) 
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Mukhyamantri Vridhajan Pension Yojana (MVPY) :  

Objective : 

 The Bihar Mukhyamantri Vridhajan Pension Yojana (MVPY) scheme provides financial assistance to 

senior citizens of the state. This funding is provided to make all senior citizens in the State independent 

in their old age. 

Key Features : 

 The scheme covers all individuals who are above 60 years of age. 

 The beneficiaries would be provided with a sum of Rs. 400 as monthly pension.his pension fund would 

be offered until the death of the individual. 

 The pension amount of the scheme would be directly deposited in the bank holder‘s account.The scheme 

will be implemented from 1st April 2019. 

Eligibility : 

 The applicant has to be a permanent resident of the State.The applicant should have completed 60 years 

of age. 

 The applicant should not be retired government employee, in order to avail the benefits of the scheme. 

SELF DEFENCE TRAINING PROGRAMME FOR GIRLS UNDER SAMAGRA SHIKSHA: 

Context : 

 The government has introduced a self defence training programme for girls under Samagra Shiksha 

so as to make them strong. 

Self Defence Training Programme for Girls : 

 Self Defence training is imparted to girls of class VI to XII belonging to Government Schools. 

 The self-defence training is also being provided in Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas (KGBVs) 

which are residential schools meant for girls of class VI to XII and belonging to disadvantaged 

groups.  

 Funds for this purpose are provided for three months @ Rs. 3000/- per school per month for 

inculcating self-defence skills including life skills for self-protection and self-development among the 

girls.‘ 

 The  States  have been advised  for  convergence  for availing  funding  for  Self-Defence training  

under  the  Nirbhaya  Fund  under  Ministry  of  Woman  and  Child  Development, Government of 

India or with other State Government schemes. 
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NIRBHAYA FUND : 

 Nirbhaya Fund is a dedicated fund set up by the Government of India in 2013, for theimplementation of 

initiatives aimed at enhancing the safety and security of women in the country. This is a non lapsable 

amount. 

 The Fund is administered by the Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance. 

“GO TRIBAL CAMPAIGN” OF TRIBES INDIA: 

Context : 

 The Minister of State for Tribal Affairs, launched the “Go Tribal Campaign” of Tribes India. 

 The Minister also launched „Tribes India‟ globally through Amazon Global Selling 

“Go Tribal Campaign” : 

 The campaign has been launched to widely promote the use of tribal products. 

 To promote the use of tribal handicrafts, handicrafts and natural products. 

TRIBES INDIA : 

 Joint collaboration between TRIFED and Amazon, the tribal products will be available in about 190 

countries and will help in establishing export market of tribal products worldwide. 

 With this collaboration, tribal products shall be available in the US and will help establish export market 

of tribal products. 

 The range of tribal products for sale has been increased many a fold in recent years and it provides them 

ample employment opportunities also.  

 The collaboration with Amazon, the market for tribal products will definitely get a boost. 

SWACHH SURVEKSHAN 2020: 

Context : 

 Swachh Survekshan 2020 League was launched by Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh 

Puri. 

Swachh Survekshan league 2020 (ss league 2020): 

 The Swachh survekshan League will be a quarterly cleanliness assessment of Indian cities and towns.  

 It will be integrated with Swachh Survekshan 2020, the 5th edition of Swachh Survekshan survey of 

urban India, which will be conducted between January and February 2020. 
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 ACUTE ENCEPHALITIS SYNDROME (AES): 

Context : 

 At least 28 children have died in the last one month in Muzaffarpur district of north Bihar, allegedly due 

to Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES), which is locally known as Chamki bukhar (brain fever). 

Key facts and Data: 

 High temperature during summer, along with humidity more than the normal, is considered to be an 

ideal situation for the outbreak of Acute Encephalitis Syndrome, say doctors. 

 Every year during summer time, especially in the season of luscious fruit litchi, AES outbreak gets 

reported and takes the lives of children in the district. Which is India‘s largest litchi cultivation region. 

 In 2014, when altogether 90 children died in the district due to suspected AES, a research carried by the 

Lancet Global Health established the connection between litchi consumption and encephalitis deaths. 

ACUTE ENCEPHALITIS SYNDROME (AES): 

 AES is characterized as acute-onset of fever and a change in mental status (mental confusion, 

disorientation, delirium, or coma) and/or new-onset of seizures in a person of any age at any time of the 

year. 

 The disease most commonly affects children and young adults and can lead to considerable morbidity 

and mortality. 

 AES has symptoms of high fever, vomiting, nausea and unconsciousness. 

 Viruses are the main causative agents in AES cases, although other sources such as bacteria, fungus, 

parasites, spirochetes, chemicals, toxins and noninfectious agents have also been reported over the past 

few decades. 

STUBBLE BURNING: 

Context : 

 Stubble burning, which can lead to heart attacks and respiratory diseases, is practiced in many areas of 

Delhi. 

Health Issues : 

 Stubble burning can lead to heart attacks; worsen bronchial asthma and other respiratory diseases.  

 It leads to increased particulate matter in the air, mainly PM 2.5, whose impact can be felt over a large 

area. 
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INDIA'S AGREEMENT WITH WORLD BANK TO ELIMINATE TB: 

Context : 

 The World Bank and the Government of India signed a Loan Agreement of $400 Million to expand the 

coverage and the quality of interventions for the control of Tuberculosis (TB), which kills approximately 

half a million people in India every year. 

 The World Bank supported Program will cover Nine State in the country to achieve the target of 

eliminating TB 

World Bank Programme to Eliminate TB : 

 The World Bank‘s Program Towards Elimination of Tuberculosis will support the Government of 

India‘s (GoI) National Strategic Plan to end TB in India by 2025.   

 It will do so by helping improve and strengthen diagnostics and management of drug-resistant 

tuberculosis and increase the capacity of public institutions engaged in monitoring and treating TB in the 

country.    

 The World Bank and Govt. of India has over a two-decade long successful partnership in TB control. 

The National strategic Plan  for TB elimination 2017 -2025 : 

 Drug resistant TB is a major public health threat and despite a growing number of TB cases being 

notified, India has more than a million ―missing‖ cases every year with most of them being either 

undiagnosed or inadequately diagnosed and treated in the private sector. 

 The Program seeks to ensure that these private sector providers adhere to established protocols of timely 

diagnosis, notification and effective management of TB. 

ANTHRAX VACCINE: 

Context : 
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 A group of Indian scientists have developed a new vaccine against anthrax.  

 It is claimed to be superior over existing vaccines as it can generate an immune response to anthrax 

toxin as well as its spores rather than the toxin alone. 

Anthrax Vaccine: 

 Anthrax is a deadly human disease caused by the bacterium Bacillus anthracis that also infects 

animals like horses, sheep, cattle and goats.  

 Humans, pigs and dogs are comparatively less susceptible and only get infected if exposed to copious 

amount of spores.  

 In 2001, these spores were used as agents of bio-terrorism when letters containing anthrax spores were 

sent to some people in America, leading to widespread panic. 

THE DRAFT NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL POLICY: 

Context : 

 Recently,Dr K. Kasturirangan Committee has submitted the Draft National Educational Policy to the 

Ministry of Human Resource Development((MHRD). 

Key Highlights of the Recommendations : 

 The Draft Policy has recommended extension of Right to Education Act 2009 to cover children of ages 

3 to 18 which currently applies to the age group of 6-14. 

 It has also proposed to rename MHRD as Ministry of Education (MoE). 

 The draft policy also proposes a 5+3+3+4 curricular and pedagogical structure based on cognitive and 

socio-emotional developmental stages of children which are  

 Foundational Stage (ages 3-8 yrs): 3 years of pre-primary plus Grades 1-2 

o Preparatory Stage (8-11 years): Grades 3-5  

o Middle Stage (11-14 years): Grades 6-8 and  

o Secondary Stage (14-18 years): Grades 9-12. 

 It  also proposes the Establishment of a Rashtriya Shiksha Aayog (National Education Commission as a 

constitutional body with the Prime Minister as its Chairperson.Further,Rajya Shiksha Ayog/State 

Education Commissions may be constituted in each state. 

 It has proposed the restructuring of higher education institutions with three types of higher education 

institutions 

o Type 1: Focused on world-class research and high quality teaching  
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o Type 2: Focused on high quality teaching across disciplines with significant contribution to 

research and  

o Type 3: High quality teaching focused on undergraduate education. 

 The policy has proposed the establishment of National Research Foundation which will be an apex body 

for creating a strong research culture and building research capacity across higher education. 

 It has also proposed the four functions of Standard setting, Funding, Accreditation and Regulation to be 

separated and conducted by independent bodies  

EPILEPSY, A PUBLIC HEALTH IMPERATIVE: 

Context : 

 A report ―Epilepsy, a public health imperative‖ has been released by the World Health Organization and 

leading non-governmental organizations for epilepsy, states that More than 75 percent of people with 

epilepsy in low-income countries are at risk of premature death, due to lack of access to anti seizure 

medicines. 

Key Findings of the Report : 

 About 80 percent of people with epilepsy live in low- and middle-income countries. 

 In low- and middle-income countries, early death among people with epilepsy is significantly higher 

than in high-income countries. 

 More than 75 percent of people with epilepsy in low-income countries are at risk of premature death, 

due to lack of access to anti-seizure medicines. 

 The reasons include possible lack of access to health facilities when seizures are long-lasting or occur 

close together without recovery in between, and preventable causes such as drowning, head injuries and 

burns 

 The report states that the treatment gap for epilepsy is unacceptably high, when 70 percent of people 

with the condition can be seizure-free when they have access to medicines that can cost as little as $5 

per year and can be delivered through primary health systems. 

 Roughly half of adults with epilepsy have at least one other health condition. The most common are 

depression and anxiety. 

 Around 23 percent of adults with epilepsy will experience clinical depression during their lifetime and 

20 per cent will have anxiety. 

 Mental health conditions such as these can make seizures worse and reduce the quality of life. 

 Development and learning difficulties are experienced by 30-40 percent of children with epilepsy. 
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ONE NATION ONE RATION CARD SCHEME : 

Context : 

 The central government is working on a plan to launch a One Nation One Ration Card scheme for 

beneficiaries especially migrant workers to access the Public Distribution System(PDS) from any PDS 

shop across the country. 

One Nation - One ration card: 

 It was established by the Government of India under Ministry of Consumer Affairs,Food and Public 

Distribution and are managed jointly by state governments in India. 

 The aim of the scheme is to provide freedom to beneficiaries as they will not be tied to one PDS shop, 

reduce their dependence on shop owners and curtail corruption. 

 The new mechanism will ensure no poor is deprived of PDS entitlement if that person shifts from one 

place to another.  

 The system will also help remove fake ration card holders 

 Integrated Management of PDS (IMPDS) under which beneficiaries can avail their share of food grain 

from any district is operational in Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Haryana, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, 

Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Telangana and Tripura. 

REN21‟S RENEWABLE ENERGY 2019 GLOBAL STATUS REPORT (GSR): 

Context: 

 According to REN21‘s Renewable Energy 2019 Global Status Report (GSR) India‘s investment 

decreased 16 per cent compared to 2017. 

Key Details: 

 India, which ranked fourth globally for new investment in renewable energy in 2018, the investment 

decreased 16 per cent compared to 2017 

 India‘s new power generation capacity from solar photovoltaic panels decreased compared to 2017, 

according to the report. However, India placed fifth, overtaking Italy, with 33 gigawatts (GW) total 

installed capacity. 

 The report confirmed that installed renewable power capacity was more than that of fossil fuel and 

nuclear power combined for the fourth consecutive year. 

‗BACK TO THE VILLAGE‟ OUTREACH PROGRAM: 

Context : 
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 Jammu and Kashmir government has launched an ambitious initiative to reach out to the people at the 

grassroots level through a programme named as ‗Back to the Village‘. 

Back to Village Programme : 

 The basic objective of this programme is to move governance from its seat of operation to the doorsteps 

of the people in villages. 

4 Main Goals : 

o Energising panchayats,  

o Collecting feedback on the delivery of government schemes and programmes,  

o Capturing specific economic potential and undertaking assessment of needs of villages,  

o Besides affording an opportunity to gazetted officers to visit the villages. 

 The programme will involve the people of the state and government officials in a joint effort to deliver 

the mission of equitable development across all our rural areas 

 The outreach initiative is primarily aimed at energising the 4,483 panchayats and directing development 

efforts in rural areas through community participation and to create in the rural masses an earnest desire 

for a decent standard of living. 

NATIONAL MISSION ON NATURAL LANGUAGE TRANSLATION : 

Context: 

 The Ministry of Electronics and IT is planning to place a Rs. 450 crore proposal before the union 

cabinet for Natural Language Translation. 

National Mission on Natural Language Translation: 

 Natural Language Translation aims to make science and technology accessible to all. 

 It is one of the key missions identified by the Prime Minister‘s Science, Technology and Innovation 

Advisory Council (PM-STIAC). 

 The IT ministry is the lead agency for implementation of the mission along with the Ministry of 

Human Resource Development and Department of Science and Technology. 

 The PM-STIAC is an overarching body that identifies challenges in certain areas of science and 

technology and then creates a road map to deal with these challenges. 

 It is planned to set up an ecosystem which involves central and state government agencies and start-ups 

who will work with scientists and build implementable solutions. 

 Under the mission, translation activities would help generate employment for educated unemployed. 
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 The mission would help students teachers, authors, publishers, translation software developers and 

general readers. 

 S-400 TRIUMF MISSILE SYSTEM: 

Context: 

 An US official has said that India should not assume that it will get a waiver from U.S. sanctions if it 

goes ahead with its purchase of the S-400 Triumf missile system from Russia. Further, Indo-U.S. 

defence relationship might also get affected. 

 India had committed in October 2018 towards purchasing a Russian S-400 Triumf long-range missile 

defence shield for about $5 billion. 

S- 400 Triumph: 

 S-400 Triumf Missile System is a mobile, surface-to-air missile system (SAM).  

 It is capable of engaging aircraft, UAVs, cruise missiles, and has a terminal ballistic missile defense 

capability.  

 It has an operational range of over 400 kms. 

 The S-400 Triumf is known as the SA-21 Growler by the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO).  

JOINT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF ACTION (JCPOA): 

Context : 

 Iran on Monday said it will "drastically" increase the production of low-level enriched uranium after 

passing the limit of the stockpile permitted by the 2015 nuclear deal in 10 days, a move that is expected 

to heighten tension with the US. 

JOINT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF ACTION (JCPOA): 
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NATIONAL MARITIME HERITAGE MUSEUM AT LOTHAL: 

Context : 

 India and Portugal will cooperate in the setting up of a national maritime heritage museum at Lothal 

in Gujarat. 

More about the news: 

 The Indian Navy is keen to be a stakeholder in the project and the Portuguese Navy has agreed to assist 

with their experience of administering the maritime museum in Lisbon, according to defence sources 

 It was agreed that we could work together to develop the maritime museum at the ancient Indian site of 

Lothal. Portugal Navy looks after their museum in Lisbon so it was discussed that we in India could 

follow a similar model. 

 The Government of India has allocated a grant for building the maritime museum and the foundation 

stone for the project was laid by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in March. 

 The project is being implemented by the Ministry of Shipping through its Sagarmala programme, with 

the involvement of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), the State government and other 

stakeholders. 
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REGIONAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT ON COMBATING PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY 

AGAINST SHIPS IN ASIA (RECAAP) INFORMATION SHARING CENTRE (ISC): 

Context : 

 Indian Coast Guard (ICG) will be co-hosting 12
th

 Capacity Building workshop with Regional 

Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia 

(ReCAAP) Information Sharing Centre (ISC). 

Objective of the workshop : 

 To share updated situation of piracy and armed robbery against ships in Asia and best practices of Asian 

countries.  

 The workshop also aims to deepen the knowledge of participants on various issues related to piracy and 

armed robbery such as international laws, prosecution process, forensics and emerging threats. 

ReCAAP : 

 The ReCAAP is the first regional Government-to-Government agreement to deal with piracy and 

armed robbery at sea in Asia. 

 The ReCAAP Agreement was launched in November 2006 with14 Asian Contracting Parties including 

North, Southeast, and South Asian countries.  

 It has 20 Contracting Parties today, including Europe (Norway, the Netherlands, Denmark, and the 

United Kingdom), Australia, and the United States.  

EXERCISE „GARUDA-VI‟: 

Context: 

 The Indian Air Force is participating in a bilateral exercise between Indian and French Air Force named 

Exercise ‗Garuda-VI‘ France. 

Garuda-VI: 

This is one of the biggest air exercises that is being planned between the two Air Forces. 

The sixth edition of Exercise Garuda and is being planned in France. 

The first edition of the Garuda exercise was held in February 2003 in Gwalior. 

The last exercise, ‗Garuda V‘ was held at Air Force Station Jodhpur in Jun 2014. 
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MARITIME EXERCISE „VARUNA‟: 

Context: 

 The latest edition of bilateral maritime exercise „Varuna‟ between Indian and French Navy was held 

in May 2019. 

Varuna: 

 The first bilateral naval exercise between India and France was held in 1983, and it was named ‗Varuna‘ 

in 2001.  

 The exercise was conducted in two phases 

 The objective of conducting advanced exercise for a significant period at sea. 

 This is the 17th edition of the naval exercise between the two nations. 

UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION (UNCCD): 

Context: 

 India for the first time will host the 14th session of the Conference of Parties (COP-14) of the United 

Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) in September. 

UNCCD COP-14: 

 It will see participation from at least 5,000 delegates from nearly 197 countries and will be held between 

September 2 and 14 in Delhi 

 One of the primary functions of the COP is to review reports submitted by the Country Parties, detailing 

how they are carrying out their commitments. 

 India will take over the COP presidency from China for two years until the next COP in 2021. 

 The global Conference is expected to review the progress made, especially during the last two years, to 

control and reverse the further loss of productive land from desertification, land degradation, and 

drought. 

HOME MINISTRY WARNES NGOS: 

Context: 

 The Home Ministry has warned NGOs, who have changed their office-bearers and key functionaries 

without informing the Ministry, with penal action, if they fail to do so within a month. 
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Regulations of Foreign Funding: 

 All NGOs and associations registered under the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA), 2010, 

which makes them eligible to receive foreign funds and donations, have to submit online application for 

addition, deletion and change of details about office-bearers and key functionaries within one month. 

 As per norms, all associations, granted a certificate of registration under Section 11 and 12 of the FCRA, 

2010 have reported details of their office-bearers and key functionaries while applying for registration. 

„SHE TEAM' PORTAL IN ODISHA: 

Context : 

 Odisha‘s Gajapati district police in Paralakhemundi has started a pilot project called the „SHE Team‟. 

„SHE Team‟ : 

 SHE stands for „Safety, Health and Environment‘.  

 This project is modeled on the lines of Hyderabad ‗SHE Team‘. 

 The project seeks to ensure the safety and security of young girls and women. 

 The SHE Team is headed by a lady sub-inspector and includes mobile patrolling teams.  

 The police personnel will patrol schools, colleges, other local institutions and public places, where 

young girls and women are allegedly subjected to eve teasing, stalking and harassment. 

 ‗SHE Team‘ also seeks to prevent harassment of working women at workplaces and public places 

where they move for their job. 

 

NATIONAL COMMON MOBILITY CARD (NCMC) : 

Context : 

 Metro rail commuters in Bengaluru and four other cities will be the first to experience a single pan-India 

multi-purpose payment card system that is expected to be introduced this year. 

National common Mobility Card (NCMC) : 
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UNIVERSAL SMART CARD DRIVING LICENSE: 

Context: 

 Indian government to issue Universal Smart Card Driving License nationwide: To follow standardised 

format and design. 

Universal Smart Card Driving License: 

 The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has decided to modify the format of driving licenses to 

laminated card without chip or smart card type driving licences. 

 The Ministry has prescribed a common standard format and design of the Driving Licence for whole 

of the country which includes the placement of information, standardization of fonts etc. 

GLOBAL PEACE INDEX(GPI) 2019 : 

Context: 

 The Global Peace Index (GPI) 2019 has been released. 

Key Findings: 

 Iceland remains the most peaceful country in the world, a position it has held since 2008, the Institute 

for Economics and Peace (IEP) 

 The report also claimed that the gap between the least and most peaceful countries "continues to grow". 

 Eighty-six countries improved their score in the 2019 report, while 76 deteriorated. 
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 India's rank has moved down to 141 from in GPI 2019 (from its previous position at 136), among 163 

countries, and it stands at fifth in the (South Asian) region. 

GLOBAL PEACE INDEX:  

 The GPI is a report produced by the Institute for Economics and Peace (IEP) and developed in 

consultation with an international panel of peace experts from peace institutes and think tanks with data 

collected and collated by the Economist Intelligence Unit. 

'NIRBHAYA SQUAD': 

Context: 

 Nasik police in Maharashtra have set up a 'Nirbhaya squad' to check incidents of eve-teasing and 

harassment of women. 

Nirbhaya Squad: 

 The newly formed 10-member squad, comprising both men and women security personnel. 

 The squad members will maintain a strict vigil in crowded areas like bus stands, railway stations and 

malls to ensure the safety and security of women. 

 Citizens, especially women, can also complain to the police on its toll free number ‗1091‘ about any 

incident of eve-teasing, molestation and other such offences. 

HEALTHY STATES, PROGRESSIVE INDIA: 

Context: 

 NITI Aayog released the Second Edition of “Healthy States, Progressive India‖. 

Healthy States, Progressive India: 

 The report has been developed by NITI Aayog, with technical assistance from the World Bank, and 

in consultation with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW). 

 The Report focuses on measuring and highlighting the overall performance and incremental 

improvement over a two year period (2016-17 and 2017-18) in the States and UTs. 

 The report ranks states and Union territories innovatively on their year-on-year incremental change in 

health outcomes, as well as, their overall performance. 

SDG GENDER INDEX: 

Context:  

 India has been ranked at 95th among 129 countries on the SDG (Sustainable Development Goals) 

Gender Index.  

 It is a new index developed to measure global gender equality.  
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 It has been developed by Equal Measures 2030, a joint effort of regional and global organisations.  

 A score of 100 reflects the achievement of gender equality in relation to the targets set for each indicator. 

With score of 89.3 Denmark topped the rankings followed by Finland and Sweden. 

PENSION SCHEME FOR TRADERS: 

Context:  

 The Union Cabinet has approved a new scheme that offers pension coverage to the trading community. 

 Under this scheme all shopkeepers, retail traders and self-employed persons are assured a minimum 

monthly pension of Rs. 3,000/- month after attaining the age of 60 years. 

 All small shopkeepers and self-employed persons as well as the retail traders with GST turnover below 

Rs. 1.5 crore and age between 18-40 years, can enrol for this scheme. 

PRIME MINISTER‟S SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME: 

Context: 
 The Union Cabinet approved a major change in the ‗Prime Minister‘s Scholarship Scheme‘ under the 

National Defence Fund. 

 The Cabinet has increased the rates of scholarship from Rs 2,000 per month to Rs 2,500 per month for 

boys and Rs 2,250 per month to Rs 3,000 per month for girls. 

 The ambit of the Scholarship Scheme is extended to the wards of State Police officials who are/were 

martyred during terror/naxal attacks. 

 The quota of new scholarships for wards of state police officials will be 500 in a year. 

 The Ministry of Home Affairs will be the nodal Ministry in this regard. 

 Defence Fund (NDF):  

 The National Defence Fund (NDF) was set up in 1962. 

 It aims to take charge of the voluntary donations in cash and kind received for promotion of the national 

defence effort, and to decide on their utilisation. 

 Currently the fund is being used for the welfare of the members of the Armed Forces, Para Military 

forces and Railway Protection Force, and their dependents. 

 The fund is administered by an Executive Committee with the Prime Minister as the Chairperson and the 

Defence, Finance and Home Ministers as Members. 

UDCHALO‟ INITIATIVE 

 In a bid to make wounded soldiers, who are now confined to wheelchairs, self�reliant, an initiative 

‗UdChalo‘ is all set to take off at the Army‘s Paraplegic Rehabilitation Centre (PRC). 
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‗UdChalo‘ is a travel portal that provides for the personal travel of the military and paramilitary forces 

personnel by aggregating defence fares and getting exclusive discounts. 

 

STATE FOOD SAFETY INDEX: 

Context:  

The food safety and standards authority of india (fssai) has developed the first state food safety index (SFSI). 

 Chandigarh topped the index. 

Other initiatives launched by FSSAI on World Food Safety Day were, 

 Raman 1.0 - A hand-held battery-operated equipment that performs rapid detection (in less than a 

minute) of adulteration in fats, ghee and edible oils. 

 Food Safety Magic Box - A do-it-yourself food testing kit comprising of a manual and equipment to 

check for food adulterants. 

 Eat Right Awards - To recognize contributions made by food companies and individuals to empower 

citizens to choose safe and healthy food options. 

National Data Warehouse: 

 The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation proposes to set up a ‗National Data 

Warehouse‘ on Official Statistics. 

DEFENCE SPACE RESEARCH AGENCY (DSRO): 

Context: 

 The Cabinet Committee on Security headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has cleared the setting up 

of this new agency called the Defence Space Research Agency (DSRO) which has been entrusted with 

the task of creating space warfare weapon systems and technologies. 

 Defense Space Research Agency (DSRO) : 

 A senior defense scientist will be headed DSRO who will lead a team of other scientists. The agency is 

expected to be operational by the end of this year. 

 The organization is also charged with finding and implementing defence applications for India‘s entire 

spectrum of space technologies. 

 The agency would be provided with a team of scientists and would be working in close coordination 

with the tri-services integrated Defence staff officers. 

 DSRO will support to the Defence Space Agency (DSA) which comprises members of all three forces. 

NITI AAYOG GOVERNING COUNCIL: 
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News: 

 The fifth meeting of the Governing Council of NITI Aayog was held under the chairmanship of the 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at Rashtrapati Bhawan in New Delhi. 

 The Governing Council of NITI Aayog embodies the principles of cooperative federalism. 

 It presents a platform to discuss inter-sectoral and federal issues to accelerate the implementation of the 

national development agenda. 

Members of the council are 

 Prime Minister of India, Chief Ministers of all the States and UTs with Legislatures and Lt. Governor of 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

 Four Union Ministers as ex-officio members 

 Three Union Ministers as Special Invitees. 

Modi has announced that India is targeting to become a $5 trillion economy by 2022. 

PRADHAN MANTRI BHARTIYA JANAUSHADHI PARIYOJANA (PMBJP): 

Context: 

 The Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) has found 25 batches of drugs of 18 pharmaceutical 

companies to be of substandard quality since January 2018. 

 Out of 18 pharmaceutical companies 17 are private, one is a public sector unit (PSU) — Indian Drugs 

and Pharmaceuticals Limited (IDPL). 

More about the news: 

 Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) is the implementing agency of Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya 

Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP). 

 As on February 8 this year, under the Pradhan Mantri Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP), the BPPI has 

entered into a contract with 146 pharmaceutical manufacturing companies for procuring generic 

medicines to be sold through dedicated retail outlets. 

 Once the affordable generic drugs are procured from pharmaceutical companies by the BPPI, these are 

supplied to various Jan Aushadhi Kendras managed under the Pradhan Mantri Janaushadhi Pariyojana 

(PMBJP). 

 There are 4,677 Janaushadhi Kendras functional in the country, as on December 31, 2018. 

ONE NATION ONE POLL: 

Context: 
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 Prime Minister has called a meeting of all parties represented in Lok Sabha or Rajya Sabha to discuss 

the issue of ‗one nation, one election‘. 

One Nation One Poll : 

 One Nation, One Election is the method of holding single elections for both Lok Sabha and States 

instead of separate and continuous elections. 

 First General Elections to the House of People (Lok Sabha) and all State Legislative Assemblies were 

held simultaneously in 1951-52. 

 That practice continued in three subsequent General Elections held in the years 1957, 1962 and 1967. 

However, due to the premature dissolution of some Legislative Assemblies in 1968 and 1969, the cycle 

got disrupted. 

 
 

OPERATION SANKALP: 

Context: 
 

 The Indian Navy launched ‗Operation Sankalp‘ in Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman to reassure safe 

passage of Indian flagged vessels transiting through area. 

More about "Operation Sankalp": 

 2 oil-tankers of Norway and Japan were recently attacked in the region.Gulf of Oman offers the only 

entrance from Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean into Persian Gulf. 

 Persian Gulf lies between Arabian Peninsula and Iran, extending from Shatt al Arab delta to Strait of 

Hormuz. 

 Indian Naval Ships, INS Chennai and INS Sunayna have been deployed in region to undertake maritime 

security operations. 
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 The Information Fusion Centre-Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) of Indian Navy keeps a close watch on 

movement of ships in Gulf region. 

BALAKOT STRIKE CODE NAMES: 

 Context: 

 The Balakot strike was code named by Indian Air Force as ―Operation Bandar‖. 

 The Indian Army had code-named its heightened operational alert and shoring up of defences along the 

border as ―Operation Zafran". 

 Indian Navy did not give any specific name to its deployment of warships and submarines in Arabian 

Sea as it was already involved in operation-ready exercise Tropex-2019. 

GI TAG TO KOLHAPURI SANDALS: 

Context: 

 The Geographical Indication (GI) tag for the ethnic leather Kolhapuri chappalswas awarded to four 

districts in each state of Maharashtra and Karnataka. 

  Maharashtra - Kolhapur, Sangli, Solapur and Satara districts 

  Karnataka - Belgaum, Dharwad, Bagalkot and Bijapur districts 

 Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj of Kolhapur encouraged its production and 29 tanning centres were opened 

during his rule in Kolhapur 

 

ECONOMY: 

 NANDAN NILEKANI COMMITTEE: 

Context : 

 To encourage digital payments, the Nandan Nilekani committee has suggested a host of measures, 

including elimination of charges, round the clock RTGS and NEFT facility and duty-free import of 

point-of-sales machines. 

Recommendations of the Panel : 

 The panel has suggested several measures to encourage digital payments such as - elimination of 

charges, round-the-clock RTGS and NEFT facility and duty-free import of point-of-sales machines. 

 There should be no convenience fee on payments made to government agencies by customers and 

payment systems should use machine-driven, online dispute resolution systems to handle complaints. 



Unique IAS Academy – TNPSC Current Affairs June 2019  

0422 4204182, 9884267599  NVN layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 36 

 

 Further, the committee has also recommended the RBI and the government to put in place a mechanism 

to monitor the digital payment systems and make aggregated information based on blocks and PIN code 

which should be available to all players on a monthly basis. 

 The National Payment Council of India should allow digital payments systems such as RuPay and 

BHIM UPI in other countries to facilitate easy remittance to India. 

 The panel has also called for the creation of a digital financial inclusion index. 

BENCHMARKING INDIA‟S PAYMENTS SYSTEMS: 

Context: 

 The Reserve Bank of India(RBI) has released a report titled ―Benchmarking India‘s Payments Systems‖. 

 The report provides a comparative position of the payments ecosystem in India relative to comparable 

payments systems and usage trends in other major economies. 

Key Findings of the Report: 

 The study found that India has a strong regulatory system and robust large value and retail payment 

systems, which have contributed to the rapid growth in the volume of transactions in these payment 

systems. 

 The report, however, notes that India is required to take further efforts to bring down the volume of 

paper-clearing and increase acceptance infrastructure to enhance digital payments. 

 

MOU WAS SIGNED BETWEEN THE MINISTRY OF CORPORATE AFFAIRS (MCA) AND THE 

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE BOARD OF INDIA: 

National Freight Index (NFI): 

Context: 

 The logistics start-up Rivigo has launched National Freight Index(NFI) that will provide live freight 

rates for different lanes and vehicles across the country. 

National Freight Index (NFI) : 

 The NFI will offers an aggregated picture of both live rates and historical trends of spot price 

movements in the road freight industry. 

 The index is represented in two forms actual freight rates condensed to rupees per tonne-km and relative 

movement with respect to a base month. 

 This index will be a step towards easing the crisis in the freight sector and streamlining the sector 

by giving live spot rates on over 7 million lane and vehicle type combinations in the country. 



Unique IAS Academy – TNPSC Current Affairs June 2019  

0422 4204182, 9884267599  NVN layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 37 

 

 Further, the rates on the exchange and the index are computed using millions of data points from 

historical transactions, current market dynamics, micro market insights and other factors with the 

purpose of giving fair and precise representation of the state of the spot market. 

 

COMPLAINT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (CMS) : 

Context : 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) launched a Complaint Management System (CMS) on its website. 

Complaint management System : 

 This will now enable the public to lodge their complaints on its website against any of the regulated 

entities such as commercial banks, urban co-operative banks, and non-banking financial companies.  

 This system will be accessible on desktop as well as mobile devices. 

The system provides features such as  

 acknowledgement through SMS/e-mail notification(s),  

 status tracking through unique registration number,  

 Receipt of closure advises, and  

 Filing of appeals, where applicable.  

 

DRAFT NATIONAL E-COMMERCE POLICY: 

Context : 

 A draft National e-Commerce policy has been prepared and placed in the public domain.  

Draft E- commerce Policy : 

 The policy equating ecommerce with the digital economy offers recommendations on wide-ranging 

areas well beyond just e-commerce, including data governance, intermediary liability, intellectual 

property, competition, consumer protection, investments and cloud infrastructure.  

 This policy addresses six broad areasof the e-commerce ecosystem viz.  

 data,  

 infrastructure development, 

 e-commerce marketplaces,  
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 regulatory issues,  

 stimulating domestic digital economy and  

 Export promotion through e-commerce. 

GDP GROWTH SLUMPS TO 5.8%: 

Context : 

 According to the recent data released from  Central Statistical office showed that, India‘s economy 

expanded as its slowest pace in over a year in the fourth quarter of 2018-2019. 
 

Key Highlights : 

 India's GDP (gross domestic product) growth for the January-March (Q4) quarter slowed to 5.8 per cent 

from 6.6 per cent in the previous (October-December) quarter. 
 

 According to government data, India‘s fiscal deficit for 2018-19 stood at 3.4% of GDP, roughly in line 

with the Interim Budget‘s estimate. 
 

 The rate of growth in eight core infrastructure industries during April came to 2.6%, against 4.9% in the 

previous month. 
 

 Meanwhile, India's unemployment rate rose to 6.1%+ in 2017/18 fiscal year, according to data released 

by the statistics ministry. 
 

GLOBAL ECONOMIC PROSPECTS REPORT, 2019: 

Context : 
 

 The World Bank has released its Global Economic Prospects report, 2019. 
 

Key Highlights :  

 

 The report has forecasted that the World economy will expand 2.6% in 2019 compared with a projection 

of 2.9% it made in January, 2019. 
 

 

 Growth in emerging market and developing economies is expected to stabilize next year as some 

countries move past periods of financial strain, but economic momentum remains weak. 
 

 Emerging and developing economy growth is constrained by sluggish investment, and risks are tilted to 

the downside. These risks include rising trade barriers, renewed financial stress, and sharper-than-

expected slowdowns in several major economies. 
 

 

 The report has warned that the world‘s poorest countries will face the most daunting challenges due to 

entrenched poverty, fragility and geographic isolation. 
 

MULTILATERAL CONVENTION TO IMPLEMENT TAX TREATY RELATED MEASURES TO 

PREVENT BASE EROSION AND PROFIT SHIFTING (MLI): 

Context: 
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 The Union Cabinet, has approved the ratification of the Multilateral Convention to Implement Tax 

Treaty Related Measures to Prevent Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (MLI). 

More about the Convention: 

 The Convention is one of the outcomes of the OECD/G20 project, of which India is a member, to tackle 

base erosion and profit shifting.  

 

 The Convention enables countries to implement the tax treaty related changes to achieve anti-abuse 

BEPS outcomes through the multilateral route without the need to bilaterally re-negotiate each such 

agreement which is burdensome and time consuming.  

 It ensures consistency and certainty in the implementation of the BEPS Project in a multilateral context. 

SEE NEW DELHI INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION CENTRE (NDIAC) : 

Context: 

 Government is setting up of an independent and autonomous regime for institutionalized domestic and 

international arbitration are a step in this direction. 

New Delhi International Arbitration Centre (NDIAC): 

 The New Delhi International Arbitration Centre (NDIAC) will be headed by a Chairperson, who has 

been a Judge of the Supreme Court or a Judge of a High Court or an eminent person. 

 Appointed by the Central Government in consultation with the Chief Justice of India 

 Besides, it will also have two Full-time or Part-time Members from amongst eminent persons having 

substantial knowledge and experience in institutional arbitration in both domestic and international. 

 In addition, one representative of a recognized body of commerce and industry shall be nominated on 

rotational basis as a Part-time Member. 

ENHANCING THE RATING STANDARDS: 

Context: 

 The Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) has prescribed guidelines to strengthen the 

disclosures made by credit rating agencies to enhance the rating standards. 

More about the news: 

 Credit rating agencies will now have to disclose the probability of default for the instruments they rate 

and also clearly state the sensitive factors that could impact the credit worthiness of the entity. 

 Further, the rating agencies will have to adopt a standardised terminology to disclose liquidity indicators 

like liquid investments, access to credit and cash flows among other factors while rating an instrument. 
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 Credit Rating Agencies, in consultation with SEBI, shall prepare and disclose standardised and uniform 

PD benchmarks for each rating category on their website, for one-year, two-year and three-year 

cumulative default rates, both for short-run and long-run 

 Further, such uniform and standardised PD benchmarks will have to be disclosed on the website of each 

CRA on a consolidated basis for all financial instruments rated by a CRA by December 31. 

WORLD FOOD INDIA 2019: 

Context: 

 The World Food India event will be held during November 1-4 this year in the national capital as part of 

the government's effort to boost investment in Food Processing Sector. 

 The tagline of the event will be “Forging Partnerships for Growth”. 

World Food India: 

 The government initiated a biennial event- World Food India to promote food processing sector at 

global level.  

 The first such event was conducted in 2017 and received wide success.  

 The event created Brand India in global food map by positioning India as a World Food Factory. 

DISPUTE RESOLUTION COMMITTEE: 

Context: 

 Union Minister of State for Power and New & Renewable Energy (IC) and Skill Development & 

Entrepreneurship has approved a proposal to set up a Dispute Resolution Committee to consider the 

unforeseen disputes between solar/wind power developers and SECI/NTPC, beyond contractual 

agreement. 

Dispute Resolution Committee - Composition: 

 A three member Dispute Resolution Committee (DRC) will be set up with the approval of Hon‘ble 

Minister (NRE),  

 consisting of eminent persons of impeccable integrity.  

 The upper age for the DRC members shall be 70 years.  

 The Committee members of DRC shall be chosen from the eminent persons located in NCR of Delhi so 

as to avoid expenditure on Air Travel & accommodation. 

4R‟S STRATEGY: 

Context: 
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 To address  the underlying causes behind the build-up of stress in PSBs Government of India has taken 

comprehensive steps under its 4R‘s strategy. 

4R‟s Strategy: 

 Recognising NPAs transparently,  

 Resolving and recovering value from stressed accounts through clean and effective laws and processes,  

 Recapitalising banks, and  

 Reforming banks through the PSB Reforms Agenda. 

 

INTEGRATE A FASTAG BANK MECHANISM WITH E-WAY BILL AND LOGISTIC DATA 

SERVICES: 

Context: 

 The Government proposes to integrate a FASTag Bank Mechanism with e-way bill and Logistic 

Data Services to track movement of goods and check GST evasion. 

 The Government is contemplating integration of E-Way Bill mechanism of GST with FASTag System 

of National Highway Authority of India (NHAI). 

More about the news: 

 Recently a Committee of Officers comprising of officers from Central Government, State Governments, 

GSTN (Goods and Services Tax Network), NIC (National Informatics Centre), GST Council, to 

examine the issue of use of RFID data for strengthening of E-Way Bill mechanism under GST was 

formed by GST Council. 

 The Committee of Officers has submitted its report to the GST Council, recommending integration of 

FASTag system with E-Way Bill mechanism. 

BEEKEEPING DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

Context: 

 The Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister set up a Beekeeping Development Committee 

under the Chairmanship of Professor Bibek Debroy. The Beekeeping Development Committee (BDC) 

has released its report. 

BEEKEEPING DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE : 

Objective : 

 Identify ways of advancing beekeeping in India, that can help in improving agricultural productivity, 

enhancing employment generation, augmenting nutritional security and sustaining biodiversity.  
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 Further, beekeeping can be an important contributor in achieving the 2022 target of doubling 

farmer incomes.  

 

Key recommendations of the Committee : 

 Institutionalize the National Bee Board and rename it as the Honey and Pollinators Board of India 

under the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers‘ Welfare as it will help in advancing beekeeping through 

multiple mechanisms such as: 

 Setting up of new integrated bee development centers and strengthening the existing ones. 

 Creating a honey price stabilization fund. 

 Collection of data on important aspects of apiculture. 

 Training and development of beekeepers by state governments. 

 Development of national and regional infrastructure for storage, processing and marketing of 

honey and other bee products. 

SEBI TIGHTENS NORMS FOR MUTUAL FUND INVESTMENTS: 

Context : 

 The Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) has tightened rules for debt mutual funds in the wake 

of the recent credit crisis that led to the values of these schemes taking a hit.  

 The changes are based on recommendations made by the mutual fund advisory committee constituted by 

SEBI to limit liquid fund exposure to a single sector, especially to non-banking finance companies 

(NBFCs) catering to the housing sector. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RBI SETS AVERAGE BASE RATE OF 9.18% FOR NBFC-MFI : 

Context: 
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 The Reserve Bank of India has set an average base rate of 9.18% for Non-Banking Financial Companies 

and Micro Finance Institutions (NBFC-MFI) to be charged from their customers for the quarter 

beginning 1 July 2019. 

 The Reserve Bank of India sets the average base rate for NBFC-MFIs on the basis of the average of the 

base rate of the five largest commercial banks. 

GROSS NPAS OF BANKS MAY REDUCE TO 8% BY MARCH 2020: REPORT 

Context: 

 According to the Crisil report, public sector banks which account for over 80% of the non-performing 

assets(NPAs) could see the gross NPAs decreased to 10.6% by March 2020 from a peak of 14.6% in 

March 2018. 

Key Findings : 

 In March 2018, NPAs in the banking sector was at 11.5 per cent and then it gradually came down to 9.3 

per cent in March 2019. 

 State-owned banks, which account for 80 per cent of the NPAs in the banking system, will see their 

gross NPAs shrinking 400 bps to 10.6 per cent by March 2020, down from 14.6 per cent in March 2018. 

 According to the report by CRISIL, the rate of accretion of fresh NPAs halved in FY19 to 3.7 per cent, 

compared to 7.4 per cent in the previous financial year and is expected to drop to 3.2 per cent in FY20. 

 

RBI PANEL SUGGESTS RS.5,000-CR STRESSED ASSETS FUND FOR MSMES: 

Context: 

 To give micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) a leg up, an RBI panel has recommended 

establishing a Rs.5,000-crore distressed assets fund, setting up a non-profit special purpose vehicle (SPV) 

to support crowd-funding, and doubling the limit for banks to extend loans without collateral to Rs.20 

lakh. 

More about fund: 

 The expert committee on MSMEs, headed by former SEBI Chairman UK Sinha, has suggested that the 

distressed asset fund assist units in clusters where a change in the external environment — such as a ban 

on plastics, or dumping of goods via exports — has led to a large number of MSMEs becoming non-

performing. 

 This fund will have to be of significant size to make equity investments that help unlock debt or revive 

sick units. 
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 The committee said the MSME Ministry may consider setting up a non-profit SPV to support crowd 

sourcing of investments by various agencies, particularly to pave the way for a conducive business 

ecosystem for MSMEs. 

 India accounts for 6.3% of global fish production:  

 India is the second largest fish producing country in the world as it accounts for 6.3 per cent of the 

global fish production. 

 the fisheries sector in the country is growing at the rate of 7 per cent, sustaining 14.5 million fishermen. 

SECONDARY MARKET: 

Context: 
 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) constituted a task force under the Chairman of Canara Bank TN 

Manoharan. 

More about news: 
 

 It is expected to suggest policy and regulatory interventions required for development of ―Secondary 

Market‖ in corporate loans. 

 The secondary loan market in India is largely restricted to the sale to asset reconstruction companies. 

  No formalized mechanism has been developed to deepen it. 

STRESSED ASSET RESOLUTION: 

Context: 

 The Reserve bank of India has issued a new ‗Prudential Framework for Resolution of stressed assets.  

More about News: 
 

 Supreme court had struck down its earlier ‗revised framework for resolution of stressed assets‘.  

 The new framework gives 30 days for lenders to review the borrower account on default. 

 Banks have to draw a resolution plan (RP) for implementation within 180 days of the first default. 

 The new circular is also applicable to small finance banks and systemically important non-deposit taking 

non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) and deposit-taking NBFCs. 
 

EMPLOYEE‟S STATE INSURANCE 

Context: 
 

 Government has reduced the rate of contribution under the Employees State Insurance (ESI) Act from 

6.5% to 4%. 

 Employers‘ contribution is being reduced from 4.75% to 3.25%. 

 Employees‘ contribution is being reduced from 1.75% to 0.75%. 

 This would benefit 3.6 crore employees and 12.85 lakh employers. 
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 The reduced rate of contribution will bring more workers under the ESI scheme and bring more 

workforce into the formal sector. 

ESI: 

 ESI Act, 1948 provides for medical, cash, maternity, disability and dependent benefits to the Insured 

Persons under the Act. 

 The Government of India through Ministry of Labour and Employment decides the rate of contribution 

under the ESI Act. 

FSDC:  

 The 20th Meeting of the Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC) was held under the 

Chairmanship of the Union Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs, Nirmala Sitharaman. 

  FSDC was formed in 2010. 

 Its objectives are to strengthen and maintain financial stability and enhance inter-regulatory coordination. 

 Members of FSDC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RAMESH CHAND WORKING GROUP: 

Context: 
 

 The Government of India has decided to constitute a Working Group for the revision of the current 

series of Wholesale Price Index (Base 2011-12). 

 It will be headed by Ramesh Chand a NITI Aayog Member. The current series of Wholesale Price Index 

(WPI) with 2011-12 as base year was introduced in May 2017. 

 

ARUNA SUNDARARAJAN COMMITTEE 
 

 The Union Telecom ministry has formed a committee under Aruna Sundararajan to revive the Telecom 

sector. 
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 The committee will review levies, including spectrum usage charge and promote ease of doing business 

in the telecom sector. 

 

 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY: 

6 NAVAL SUBMARINES: 

Context:  

 The Government of India has issued the Expression of Interests (EOI) for shortlisting of potential Indian 

Strategic Partners for construction of six conventional submarines 

 They will be constructed under P-75(I) Project of the Indian Navy. 

 The submarines will be built under Strategic Partnership Model (SPM). 

SPM: 
 

 SPM is an initiative under make in India program. 

  It aims to boost to the indigenous design and construction capability of submarines in India. 

  Under this one private Indian company will partner with foreign original equipment manufacturers. 

 Indian company will have 51% ownership 

GAGANYAAN MOU: 

 Context: 

 Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 

the Indian Air Force (IAF) for astronaut selection and training for Gaganyaan Programme. 

 The program is scheduled for 2022. 

More About MoU: 
 

 IAF‘s Institute of Aerospace Medicine (IAM) will undertake and lead the selection and training of 

astronauts. 

  It will shortlist three sets of three astronauts (9 Members) to be trained for Gaganyaan mission. 

  On 30 January 2019, ISRO had set up Human Spaceflight Centre at its headquarters in Bengaluru. 

 It provides a unique micro-gravity platform in space to India for conducting experiments and test for 

future technologies. 
 

GAGANYAAN: 
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SIBERIAN WOLF: 
 

Context: 

 A 40,000-year-old severed wolf's head, preserved by permafrost complete with teeth and fur has been 

discovered in eastern Siberia. 

 It has been found on the banks of the Tirekhtyakh River in Yakuti, Siberia of Russia.  

 The wolf lived during the Pleistocene era or the Ice Age. 

 Due to global warming and thawing of permafrost more such remains are expected. 

 Earlier this year, scientists had announced the discovery of liquid blood and urine within the frozen 

remains of a 42,000-year-old foal, also preserved in permafrost. An ice age is a long period of reduction 

in the temperature of the Earth's surface and atmosphere, resulting in the presence or expansion of 

continental and polar ice sheets and alpine glaciers.  

 Earth is currently in the Quaternary glaciation, known in popular terminology as the Ice Age. 

Antimicrobial Resistance 

 

WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION (WHO) HAS LAUNCHED A GLOBAL CAMPAIGN URGING 

GOVERNMENTS TO ADOPT A TOOL CALLED “AWARE” (FOR ACCESS, WATCH, AND 

RESERVE): 

News; 

 It aims to reduce the spread of antimicrobial resistance, adverse events and costs. 

 The AWaRe tool was developed by the WHO Essential Medicines List to contain rising resistance and 

make antibiotic use safer and more effective. 

 

It classifies antibiotics into three groups:  
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 Access: Antibiotics that are used for the most common and serious infections. 

 Watch: Antibiotics that should be available at all times in the healthcare system. 

 Reserve: Those that must be used sparingly or preserved and used only as a last resort. 

LARGEST METHANE DEPOSIT: 

Context : 

 NASA‘s Curiosity Mars rover has found the largest amount of methane ever measured during its 

mission on the Red Planet. 

 It was measured to be about 21 parts per billion units by volume (PPBV). 

 The finding came from the rover‘s Sample Analysis at Mars (SAM) tunable laser spectrometer. 

 Curiosity Mars mission was launched by NASA from Cape Canaveral, on November 26, 2011. 

 

HYPERSONIC TECHNOLOGY DEMONSTRATOR VEHICLE (HSTDV): 

Context : 

 The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully conducted the maiden test 

of an indigenously developed Hypersonic Technology Demonstrator Vehicle (HSTDV) along with 

several technologies. 

 Under the HSTDV programme, a demonstrator flight vehicle has been conceptualised to demonstrate the 

scramjet technology for a short duration of about 20 seconds. 

HSTDV : 

 It is developed by DRDO. According to a report, Israel and Russia have provided critical help in the 

project. 

 HSTDV is an unmanned scramjet demonstration vehicle that can cruise up to a speed of Mach 6 (or six 

times the speed of sound) and rise up to an altitude of 32 km in 20 seconds 

 It has a range of uses, including missiles of the future, and energy-efficient, low cost and reusable 

satellite-launch vehicle 

 The HSTDV cruise vehicle is mounted on a solid rocket motor, which will take it to a required altitude, 

and once it attains certain Mach numbers for speed, the cruise vehicle will be ejected out of the launch 

vehicle. 
 

 

HEAVYWEIGHT TORPEDO VARUNASTRA: 

Context : 

 In a bid to boost its underwater firepower, the Indian Navy has decided to induct the indigenous 

developed heavyweight torpedo Varunastra into in its arsenal. 
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Varunastra : 

 The weapon developed by the Naval Science and Technology Laboratory (NSTL), Visakhapatnam will 

put India in a group of eight countries that have the capability to manufacture heavyweight torpedoes. 

 The heavyweight torpedo, or Varunastra, is a ship-launched, electrically-propelled underwater weapon 

equipped with one of the most advanced automatic and remote-controlled guidance systems.  

 The weapon system uses its own intelligence in tracing the target 

 The 1,500-kg Varunastra can carry a warhead weighing 250 kg and has an operational range of 40 km.  

 The anti-submarine electric torpedo is seven to eight metres long with a diameter of 533 mm. 

 

NAVIGATION WITH INDIAN CONSTELLATION (NAVIC): 

Context : 

 India‘s own regional navigation satellite system named as “Navigation with Indian Constellation 

(NavIC)” is established by ISRO and is functional. 

Navigation with Indian Constellation (NavIC) : 

 IRNSS is an independent regional navigation satellite system being developed by India.  

 It is designed to provide accurate position information service to users in India as well as the region 

extending up to 1500 km from its boundary, which is its primary service area. 

The IRNSS will provide basically two types of services, 

i. Standard Positioning Service (SPS) 

ii. Restricted Service (RS) 

 ISRO has built a total of nine satellites in the IRNSS series; of which eight are currently in orbit 

Three of these satellites are in geostationary orbit (GEO) while the remaining in geosynchronous orbits 

(GSO) that maintain an inclination of 29° to the equatorial plane. 

 The Seven satellites in the system are providing Positioning, Navigation and Timing (PNT) services and 

one satellite (IRNSS-1A) is providing messaging services. 

SEVENTY-FIVE BY 75: 

Context: 

 Up to 75 tiny satellites built by students of Indian universities could fly to the skies between late next 

year and 2022 in batches. 
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More about the news: 

 Seventy-five by 75: this is the dream project that the Indian Technology Congress Association (ITCA) 

has conceived to celebrate the nation‘s 75th birthday. 

 That is also to be the year of Gaganyaan, the first trip of Indian astronauts to space. 

 The ITCA, a technology promotion body based in Bengaluru, has roped in around 40 engineering 

colleges to form a consortium. 

 It is also in the midst of discussing launch contracts with the Indian Space Research Organisation and 

working out Israeli finance for its ‗75 Student Satellites Mission 2022‘ 

 Students of participating institutions would come from different disciplines and get to build nano 

satellites weighing between 3 and 12 kg. 

 

SELENIUM - GRAPHENE CATALYST FOR FUEL CELL : 

Context: 

 A multi-institutional team from India has developed  selenium-graphene–based catalyst which is more 

efficient, costs less and also remains stable for longer than the usual platinum based catalysts. 

Selenium - Graphene Catalyst for fuel cell: 

 Graphene by itself is a ―poor‖ catalyst of this reaction. In the sense that it involves reduction of oxygen 

in two steps, each of which consume two electrons. This is not very useful either for fuel cells or metal-

air batteries. 

 Platinum is often used to catalyse this reaction. As a substitute, the group developed the catalyst with 

selenium and graphene. 

 Graphene modified with selenium atoms in very low amounts can perform like platinum in a 

demonstrated reaction. 

 while neither selenium nor graphene can do the trick by themselves, the combination works efficiently. 

THREE-DIMENSIONAL (3D) X-RAY MAP OF THE UNIVERSE: 

Context: 

A team of German-Russian scientists is all set to launch a space telescope, which will create a three-

dimensional (3D) X-ray map of the universe and unveil unknown super massive black holes, dark 

energy and stars. 
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Spectrum-Roentgen-Gamma (SRG): 

 It will create a three-dimensional (3D) X-ray map of the universe and unveil unknown super massive 

black holes, dark energy and stars. 

 Spectrum-Roentgen-Gamma (SRG), will be launched into space on a Russian-built Proton-M rocket 

from Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan on June 21, 2019. 

 The four-year mission will survey the entire sky eight times and track the evolution of the universe and 

dark energy  

 Aims to detect up to three million supermassive black holes — many of which are unknown — and X-

rays from as many as 700,000 stars in the Milky Way.  

RAVANA-1' SATELLITE: 

 Context: 

 Ravana-1 was successfully launched into orbit from the International Space Station along with two other 

BIRDS 3 satellites from Japan and Nepal. 

 This satellite was sent to the ISS on April 17, through the assistance of Cygnus-1 spacecraft from the US. 

 It is expected to fulfil five missions including the capturing of pictures of Sri Lanka and surrounding 

regions, active attitude stabilization. 

SPICE Bombs: 

 Context:  

 The Indian Air Force has signed Rs 300-crore deal with the Israeli government to buy as many as 100 

SPICE bombs. 

 SPICE stands for Smart, Precise Impact, Cost-Effective bomb. 

 It has a stand-off range of 60 km.  

 It comes equipped with a family of weapons used for air-to-ground operations. 

 Indian Air Force had used SPICE 2000 version of this bomb in Balakot air strike. 

 

NASAMS-II: 

Context: 
 
 

 The United States has approved the sale of the National Advanced Surface-to-Air Missile System-II 

(NASAMS-II) to India. 

 It is an advanced air defence system to defend National Capital Region (NCR) from aerial attacks. 
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 It can maximise the ability to quickly identify, engage and destroy enemy aircraft, Unmanned Aerial 

Vehicle or emerging cruise missile threats. 

 

ABOUT NASAMS 2 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

INDIAN NAVY ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION ROADMAP (INECR) : 

Context: 

 Clean and Green Navy – Indian Navy pledges 1.5 % of its ―Works‖ budget towards Renewable Energy 

generation 

 Indian Navy Environment Conservation Roadmap (INECR) – Indian Navy has formulated specific plans 

covering the entire gamut of operations, maintenance, administration and infrastructure/ community 

living. 

Indian Navy Environment Conservation Roadmap (INECR): 

 The Roadmap envisions ‗Reduction in Energy Consumption‘ and ‗Diversification of Energy Supply‘ as 

the Key Result Areas. 

 While the existing military, diplomatic, constabulary and benign roles envisioned in the Indian Navy‘s 

Maritime Doctrine define the objectives of its operations, the Green Initiatives Programme of the Indian 

Navy has added a new dimension i.e. social responsibility to it. 

ENOPLOTRUPES TAWANGENSIS – NEW BEETLE: 
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Context: 

A new species of dung beetle has been discovered in Tawang district of Arunachal Pradesh. 

 The species is named Enoplotrupes tawangensis.  

 It is shining dark blue in colour and, measuring up to 27 mm. 

 It is relatively bigger than most of the dung beetles. 

 

THREAT TO CORAL REEF: 

Context: 
 

 The Reef Research Team (RRT) of Suganthi Devadason Marine Research Institute (SDMRI), 

Thoothukudi, found that the destructive algae invasion in Valai island region. 

 This invasive species, named Kappaphycus alvarezii seaweed, will smother and kill coral reefs. 

 It has spread its wings to coral reef areas in Valai island in the Gulf of Mannar and set to invade new 

coral colonies in the marine national park. 

 The 2005‘s Government Order had restricted cultivation of the exotic seaweed only to the seawaters 

north of the Palk Bay and South of Thoothukdi coast. 

INVASIVE SPECIES: 

Context: 

 An invasive species is a species that is not native to a specific location (an introduced species naturally 

or intently). 

 It has a tendency to spread to a degree believed to cause damage to the eco system, human economy or 

human health. 

 

GO GREEN' INITIATIVE - INDIAN ARMY 

Context: 

 

 The Indian Army has commissioned a “Continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring System” 

(CAAQMS) at its Eastern Command headquarters in Fort William Military Station, Kolkata in West 

Bengal. 

 This commissioning of air quality monitor is part of Army‘s countrywide ‗Go Green‘ initiative, which 

was started in April 2019. 

 It will measure and displays wind speed, direction, air pollution, ambient temperature, relative humidity, 

solar radiation, barometric pressure and rain gauge continuously throughout the year. 

 This installation was the sixth CAAQMS facility in Kolkata. 

STATE OF INDIA'S ENVIRONMENT 2019: 

Context: 
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 State of India's Environment 2019 figures is an annual quantified statement of environmental statistics 

and analysis put together by Down to Earth magazine, which Centre for Science and Environment 

helps to publish. 

Some of the important findings 

 Air pollution is responsible for 12.5 per cent of all deaths in India. 

 India is yet to identify indicators to track its climate change preparedness to achieve UN Sustainable 

Development Goals 2030. 

 Both surface and groundwater in the country are under stress. 86 water bodies are critically polluted. 

 There is a 35 per cent shortfall in the number of 24x7 public health centres, where 26 per cent of the 

positions for medical officers are lying vacant. 

 By 2050, India is projected to add 416 million urban dwellers to the world's urban population and will 

be home to about 58 per cent of the total global population. 

 There has been a 22 per cent increase in India's greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions between 2010 and 

2014.India has recently shifted to a powerful forest fire monitoring and alert system, SNPP-VIIRS, 

which can capture forest fires with better accuracy and precision. 

 India has witnessed 1.9 times increase in the unemployment rate in the past two years. 

MICRY LETTA AISHANI: 

Context: 
 

 Scientists have discovered a new species of ‗Paddy Frog‘ from Northeast India, primarily in Assam. 

 It is named as Micryletta aishani.  

 Aishani in Sanskirt means North East. 

 Aishani frog becomes the fifth worldwide recognised species under Micryletta genus. 

 This genus is a group of narrow-mouthed frogs that are more commonly known as paddy frogs and are 

primarily and widely distributed in Southeast Asia. 

INDIA‟S FIRST TRADING PROGRAMME TO COMBAT PARTICULATE AIR POLLUTION 

Context: 
 

 Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani launched India‘s first trading programme to combat particulate air 

pollution on World Environment Day 2019. 

 The programme is a market-based system where the government sets a cap on emissions and allows 

industries to buy and sell permits to stay below the cap. 
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 Under the cap and trade system, the regulator first defines the total mass of pollution that can be put into 

the air over a defined period by all factories put together. 

 Then, a set of permits is created, each of which allows a certain amount of pollution, and the total is 

equal to the cap. 

 These permits are the quantity that is bought and sold. 

ASIATIC GOLDEN CATS: 

Context: 
 

 Indian scientists from the Zoological Society of London (ZSL) have discovered six colours morphs of 

the ―Asiatic golden cat‖ in Dibang Valley of Arunachal Pradesh. 

 Its Colour morphs are thought to arise from random genetic mutations and take hold in the population 

through natural selection. 

 Asiatic golden cat (Catopuma temminckii) is listed as ―Near threatened‖ on IUCN Red List of 

threatened species. 

DEAD ZONE IN GULF OF MEXICO: 

Context: 
 

 Scientists say this year‘s oceanic ‗dead zone‘ in the Gulf of Mexico will be one of the largest in recorded 

history. 

 It‘s expected to grow to over 8,000 sq. miles, and scientists predict severe harm to marine habitat, 

impacting fish harvests. 

Dead zones: 
 

 Dead zones are hypoxic (low-oxygen) areas in the world‘s oceans and large lakes. 

 They are caused by excessive nutrient pollution (nitrogen and phosphorous) from human activities 

coupled with other factors. 

 These deplete the oxygen required to support most marine life in bottom and near-bottom water. 

 Mississippi river and its nutrient rich contents are blamed for the ever-increasing dead zone in Gulf of 

Mexico. 

 

WORLD'S HIGHEST WEATHER STATIONS 

Context: 

 The National Geographic Society has installed world‘s highest operating weather stations on Mount 

Everest. 

 It will provide researchers, climbers, and the public with near real-time information about mountain 

conditions. The team has installed the world's two highest operating automated weather stations at 
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Balcony area (8,430 m) and South Col (7,945 m), as well as three other weather stations on Mount 

Everest. 

 The other stations were placed at Phortse (3,810 m), Everest Base Camp (5,315 m) and Camp II (6,464 

m). 

BANGKOK DECLARATION: 

Context: 
 

 The Bangkok Declaration on Combating Marine Debris in ASEAN Region has been adopted by leaders 

of the 10-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

 According to Ocean Conservancy report 2017 China, Indonesia, the Philippines, Vietnam and Thailand 

alone dump more than half of the eight million tonnes of waste in oceans every year. 

 The Bangkok declaration has not mentioned about bans on single use plastic. 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

 

SECOND SCO MASS MEDIA FORUM AT BISHKEK: 

Context: 
 

 The Second Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Mass Media Forum is being held at Bishkek 

(Kyrgyzstan capital) from 23 to 26 May 2019. 

Key Highlights of Forum 

 The SCO Forum was inaugurated by S. Jeenbeko, President of Kyrgyz Republic. During his inaugural 

address he highlighted importance of role played by Mass Media organizations of SCO countries in 

achieving SCO‘s objectives of regional security, mutual trust and friendly relations with neighbors in 

line with ―Shanghai Spirit‖. 

 Participants: The representative of state bodies supervising mass media of SCO‘s Member States, 

Observer Countries, Dialogue Partner and representatives of leading mass media of SCO countries and 

representatives of SCO Secretariat are participating in Forum. 

 Adoption: SCO Member States adopted ‗Resolution of Media Forum‘ which calls for establishing 

successful collaborations of Mass Media Organizations of SCO member Countries. 

ABOUT SCO MASS MEDIA FORUM 

 Background: The first SCO Media Summit was held on 1 June 2018 in Beijing, China. It was held 

under motto of ―Development of the ―Shanghai Spirit‖ and opening of a new era in the mass media 

cooperation‖. It saw participation of more than 110 media outlets from 16 countries including SCO 

Member States, Observer States and Dialogue Partners. 
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 Objective: It aims to strengthen exchange and cooperation in field of mass media amongst SCO 

countries. 
 

CHINA LAUNCHES ROCKET FROM YELLOW SEA : 

Context: 

 China has launched a rocket from a mobile platform at sea for the first time, sending five commercial 

satellites and two others containing experimental technology into space. 

More about launch: 

 The Long March 11 rocket blasted off from a launch pad onboard a commercial ship in the Yellow Sea 

off the coast of Shandong province – the 306th Long March rocket launch, but the first one at sea. 

 China is the third country after the US and Russia to master sea launch technology. 

 Sea launches offer advantages such as the ability to position closer to the equator, requiring less fuel to 

reach orbit and thereby lowering overall launch costs.  

GLOBAL DISABILITY SUMMIT: 

Context: 

 The 2nd Global Disability Summit is being held at Buenos Aires, Argentina from 6 June to 8 June 2019. 

 From India a delegation headed by Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment Thaawarchand 

Gehlot, will be participating in Summit. Union Minister also attended ‗1st Global Disability Summit‘ 

held at London, UK in July 2018. 

Key Highlights of Summit 

Background: the first-ever Global Disability Summit was held at London, United Kingdom (UK) on 24 July 

2018. It was hosted by UK Department for International Development (UK DFID), along with the co-hosts 

International Disability Alliance (IDA) and Government of Kenya.  

 The summit was attended by global leaders from more than 40 countries (including India), who 

committed to work in direction of economic empowerment of persons with disabilities. 

 

SHANGHAI COOPERATION ORGANISATION (SCO): 

Context: 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi, President Xi Jinping  agreed to expedite the dialogue on the India-China 

boundary talks for securing a ―fair‖ solution. 

 The two leaders met in Bishkek, the capital of Kyrgyzstan, where they will participate in the summit of 

the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO). 



Unique IAS Academy – TNPSC Current Affairs June 2019  

0422 4204182, 9884267599  NVN layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 58 

 

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 

 The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), or Shanghai Pact, is a Eurasian political, economic, and 

security alliance created in 2001.  

 Members are  China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan,  Uzbekistan,   

 India and Pakistan joined SCO as full members in 2017 at a summit in Astana, Kazakhstan. 

 The Heads of State Council (HSC) is the supreme decision-making body in the SCO, it meets once a 

year and adopts decisions and guidelines on all important matters of the organisation.  

 Criticisms of the SCO include that it is used by member states to shield each other from international 

criticism regarding human rights violations. 

 The SCO is widely regarded as the "alliance of the East",  

NEW DELHI INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION CENTRE (NDIAC): 

Context: 

 Government is setting up of an independent and autonomous regime for institutionalized domestic and 

international arbitration are a step in this direction. 

New Delhi International Arbitration Centre (NDIAC): 

 The New Delhi International Arbitration Centre (NDIAC) will be headed by a Chairperson, who has 

been a Judge of the Supreme Court or a Judge of a High Court or an eminent person. 

 Appointed by the Central Government in consultation with the Chief Justice of India 

 Besides, it will also have two Full-time or Part-time Members from amongst eminent persons having 

substantial knowledge and experience in institutional arbitration in both domestic and international. 

 In addition, one representative of a recognized body of commerce and industry shall be nominated on 

rotational basis as a Part-time Member. 

 NEW START TREATY: 

Context: 

 Russian President has said that Russia is prepared to suspend the NEW START treaty with the U.S.He 

said that the US has showed no interest in conducting talks on extending the NEW START treaty. 

NEW START: 

 The New START (Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty) is a nuclear arms reduction treaty between the 

United States and the Russian Federation. It was signed in 2010. 
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 New START replaced the 1991 START I treaty which expired in 2009 and superseded the 2002 

Strategic Offensive Reductions Treaty (SORT) which was terminated when New START treaty entered 

into force. 

 The treaty limits the US and Russia to possess a maximum of 1,550 deployed nuclear warheads and 700 

deployed missiles and bombers well below Cold War caps. 

KIMBERLEY PROCESS INTERSESSIONAL MEETING 2019 IN MUMBAI : 

 The Intersessional meeting of Kimberley Process (KP) is being hosted by India from 17th to 21st June, 

2019 in Mumbai. 

India and the KPCS: 

 India is one of the founder members of Kimberley Process Certification Scheme and is the Chair of 

Kimberley Process for the year 2019 with Russian Federation as Vice Chair. India had earlier chaired 

KPCS in the year 2008. 

 At present, KPCS has 55 members representing 82 countries including EU with 28 members. The 

Kimberley Process is chaired, on a rotating basis, by participating countries. KP Vice-Chair is generally 

elected by KP Plenary each year, who becomes the Chair in the next year. 

 Since 2003, India has been actively participating in the KPCS process and is a member of all Working 

Groups of KP (except for Working Group on Artisanal and Alluvial Production, WGAAP). 

UNSC NON-PERMANENT SEAT: 

Context : 

 Fifty-five countries of the Asia-Pacific group at the United Nations unanimously endorsed India‘s 

candidature for a non-permanent seat on the Security Council for a two-year term in 2021-2022. 

More about the news: 

 Both Pakistan and China have supported India‘s candidature. 

 The Asia-Pacific Group consists of 55 members states, they get to nominate one of its members for 

the June 2020 elections to a non-permanent seat on the UNSC. 

 Until now, India has been a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council for seven terms: 

1950-51, 1967-68, 1972-73, 1977-78, 1984-85, 1991-92 and most recently in 2011–2012 

United Nation Security Council : 

 The United Nations Charter established six main organs of the United Nations, including the Security 

Council.  
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 It gives primary responsibility for maintaining international peace and security to the Security Council, 

which may meet whenever peace is threatened. 

 All members of the United Nations agree to accept and carry out the decisions of the Security Council.  

 While other organs of the United Nations make recommendations to member states, only the Security 

Council has the power to make decisions that member states are then obligated to implement under the 

Charter. 

 Council consists of 15 member 

 Five permanent members: China, France, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, and the United 

States. 

 Ten non-permanent members elected for two-year terms by the General Assembly (with the end of term 

year): 

PROGRESS ON HOUSEHOLD DRINKING WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 2000-2017:  

Context : 
 

 The World Health Organization and United Nations Children‘s Fund (WHO/UNICEF) Joint Monitoring 

Programme for Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene (JMP) produces internationally comparable 

estimates of progress on drinking water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH). 

Key findings: 

 Some 2.2 billion people around the world do not have safely-managed drinking water, while 4.2 billion 

go without safe sanitation services and three billion lack basic handwashing facilities, according to a 

new report from the United Nations Children‘s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization 

(WHO). 

 The report reveals that 1.8 billion people have gained access to basic drinking water services since 2000, 

but there are vast inequalities in the accessibility, availability and quality of these services. 

 The data shows that 8 in 10 people living in rural areas lacked access to these services and in one in four 

countries with estimates for different wealth groups, coverage of basic services among the richest was at 

least twice as high as among the poorest. 

SAUDI ARABIA BECOMES 1ST ARAB COUNTRY TO GET FULL FATF MEMBERSHIP: 

 Saudi Arabia has become 1st Arab country to be granted full membership of Financial Action Task 

Force (FATF) following FATF‘s Annual General Meeting held in Orlando, Florida in United States 

(US). 

Saudi Arabia and FATF 
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 Since November 2004, Saudi Arabia has been a founding member of Middle East and North Africa 

(MENA) arm of FATF group. At the beginning of 2015 Saudi Arabia had received an invitation from 

FATF as an observer member. 

FATF: 

 It was established in 1989, with headquarters in Paris, France. 

 Members: FATF comprises of 37-member jurisdictions and 2 Regional Organisations namely Gulf 

Cooperation Council (GCC) and European Commission (EC). With kingdom becoming a FATF 

member, the number of permanent members in group is now 39. 

 FATF Plenary: is FATF‘s decision making body. It meets three times per year. 

FREE UAE VISA FOR TOURISTS: 

Context: 

 

 United Arab Emirates announced that no tourist visa fees will be charged for children below 18 years 

who are accompanying their parents to the UAE. 

 This visa fee waiver will only be enjoyed by the U-18s entering the emirates between July 15 and 

September 15 each year. 

 The exemption was first announced by the UAE Cabinet in September last year. 

 This will be the first year of its implementation. 

KHAAN QUEST 2019- ANNUAL MILITARY EXERCISE: 

Context: 

 

 The annual multinational peacekeeping exercise Khaan Quest-2019 kicked off in Mongolia. 

 It having the participation from 38 countries including as Mongolia, China, Germany and India. 

 Peacekeepers from seven countries, namely, Benin, Zambia, Moldova, Rwanda, Togo, Israel and Jordan 

are taking part in the exercise for the first time. 

BANGLADESH IRON ORE: 

Context: 
 

 For the first time in Bangladesh, iron ore mine has been discovered at Isabpur village in Dinajpur.  

 The percentage of iron in the mine was 65 which indicates the high quality of the ore. 

 In most other countries like Canada, China, Brazil, Sweden and Australia the percentage is below 50. 

 Mining is expected to bring new revenues for Bangladesh. 

 

VOTING RIGHTS FOR RUSSIA: 

Context: 
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 Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe has voted in favour of restoring Russia's voting rights. 

 Russia‘s voting rights were revoked five years ago after its illegal annexation of the Crimean Peninsula 

in 2014. 

 The Council of Europe was formed in 1949 and headquartered at Strasbourg, France. 

 It advocates human rights, democracy and rule of law in Europe. 

 

 

SUBMARINE MISSILE JL-3 

Context: 
 

 The China's Défense Ministry confirmed the test firing of a new submarine launched ballistic missile. 

 It was launched from Bohai Sea and flew several thousand miles to a missile impact range in Western 

China. 

 It is considered by America as a strategic weapon capable of striking anywhere in the United States from 

underwater launch points. 

 Codenamed JL-3, it is one of the People's Liberation Army's most secret military programs. 
 

STATE AFFAIRS: 

THIRD GENDER - MULTI SPECIALTY HOSPITAL: 
 

 Rajiv Gandhi Government General Hospital in Chennai will have a full-fledged wing to attend to the 

healthcare requirements of persons of the ‗third gender‘. This is for the first time in the country for a 

hospital to have separate wing for transgender. 

 The clinic would attend to the health care needs of the transgender on all days. 

 Ten years ago, for the first-time free sex-change surgery was done on a transgender at the RGGG 

hospital in May 2009. 

24 HOURS SHOP: 

Context: 

 Following a proposal by the Labour Commissioner to run shops in Tamil Nadu on 24x7 basis, the 

government decided to allow all shops and commercial establishments to remain open on all days of the 

year. 

Details: 

 Shops and commercial establishments in Tamil Nadu will now operate 24 hours on all seven days with 

the state government issuing an order to the effect Thursday. 

 The order, pegged for a three-year period, is expected to give a boost to the traders community. 
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 However, the employer can allow her to work between 8 pm and 6 am after obtaining a ―written 

consent‖ from the woman staff. 

 Transport arrangements shall be provided to women employees who work on shift basis and a notice 

shall be exhibited at the main entrance of the establishment indicating availability of transport. 

 The GO also directed the employer to set up an Internal Complaints Committee against sexual 

harassment of women under the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition 

and Redressal) Act, 2013. 
 

AVADI CORPORATION: 

Context: 

 The Avadi special grade municipality in Tiruvallur district has been upgraded as the 15th Municipal 

corporation on 18.06.19. 

Details: 
 

 This new corporation will have a Mayor, a council, a standing committee, awards committee and a 

Commissioner. 

 The provisions of the Tamil Nadu District Municipalities Act, 1920, will not be applicable to Avadi 

anymore. 

 The provisions of the Avadi Corporation will be in line with the Coimbatore City Municipal Corporation 

Act, 1981, since the provisions of the latter have been adopted for Avadi. 

 Other Corporations in Tamilnadu are - Chennai, Coimbatore, Erode, Madurai, Tiruchy, Tirunelveli, 

Dindigul, Salem, Thanjavur, Tirupur, Thoothukudi, Vellore, Nagercoil and Hosur. 

GUIDELINES TO END BONDED LABOUR: 

Context: 

 Tamil Nadu government has passed an order approving the labour department‘s proposal for a standard 

operating procedure to end bonded labour in the state. 
  

 TN, incidentally, has recorded the fifth highest number of human trafficking cases in the country. 

 The government has come up with a uniform procedure in identification, rescue and rehabilitation of 

bonded labourers to guide the implementing agencies of the Bonded Labourer System (Abolition) Act 

and the Central Scheme for Rehabilitation of Bonded Labourers 2016 

DROUGHT ASSESSMENT: 

Context: 
 

 WWF‘s Global Water Stewardship program has done a study on water management initiatives and water 

scarcity in 400 mega cities around the world. 

 Chennai emerged in top position as the mega city facing the most severe water scarcity and drought. 
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 Tehran is at number six in the top 20 water crisis cities worldwide. Japan‘s Jakarta seventh and 

America‘s Los Angeles are at number eight. Apart from Chennai, Mumbai is 11th from India and Delhi 

is number 15. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHENNAI TO GET THIRD DESALINATION PLANT: 

Context: 

 

 Tamil Nadu Chief Minister K. Palaniswami on Thursday laid the foundation stone for the 150 MLD-

desalination plant near here. 

Details: 
 The project involves an outlay of Rs.1,259.38 crore, the government said. 

 Currently, there are two desalination plants each with a capacity of 100 million litre per day (MLD) 

catering to the 10 lakh residents of North Chennai and nine lakh residents of South Chennai. 
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 In collaboration with German agency, Tamilnadu government plans to construct a third desalination 

plant with a capacity of 150 million litre per day (MLD). 

 The German agency KFW provides a debt of ₹700 crore and the balance will be obtained as subsidy 

under the Atal Mission for Urban Rejuvenation and Transformation (AMRUT) of the Central 

Government. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

GREEN AWARD 2018: 

 

Context: 
 

 Nadu state government presented green awards to Collectors, industrial houses and officials who played 

a key role in protecting the environment. 

 The Green Award is conferred by Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. 

  It recognises the excellent contribution towards protection of environment by Industries in Tamil Nadu. 

  Nilgiris Collector J Innocent Divya, former Collector of Madurai G Veera Raghava Rao and former 

Collector of Tirunelveli Sandeep Nanduri received the award for 2018. 

 The green awards for industrial houses for efficient pollution prevention and environment protection for 

2018: 

o Adani Marine Infrastructure Developer Private Limited, 

o Jayavishnu Tex Processors Private Limited and, 

o Ramco Cements Limited. 

 The green awards for educational institutions were bagged by: 

 

 Sri Venkateswara Engineering College in Kancheepuram, 

 Mepco Schlenk Engineering College, 

 Ramco Vidyalaya, Virudhunagar district. 
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 Green awards for efficiently implementing the State government order on banning throwaway plastics. 

o Food Protection and Drug Control Commissioner-P Amutha, 

 Tirunelveli District Collector-Shilpa Prabhakar Satheesh. 

DISTINCTION TO CHENNAI METEOROLOGICAL DEPARTMENT: 

 Context: 

 Chennai‘s two meteorological centres in Nungambakkam and Meenambakkam have been recognised as 

long-term observing stations by the World Meteorological Organisation. 

 They have been chosen among 5 other stations in India that have made weather observations for more 

than 100 years. 

 It is a recognition for maintaining 100 years of data that could be used as vital records to assess climate 

variability and understand changes in the climate system. 

 The first meteorological station in the country was established at Chennai in 1792. 

SPORTS AFFAIRS: 

INDIA OPEN INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENT: 

Context: 
 India bags a total of 57 medals including 12 gold, 18 silver and 27 bronze at India open international 

boxing tournament in Guwahati, Assam. 

 Mc mary kom, shiva thapa, l sarita devi, and Naman Tanwar won gold in their respective finals. 

 This was mary‘s second gold in the 

tournament, having won in 48 kg last year in the 

national capital.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

400 GRAND SLAM : 

Context: 
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 Roger Federer played his 400th match in Grand Slams against Casper Ruud. 

 The Swiss becomes the first player, male or female, to reach this milestone at Majors. 

 Second on the list of most Grand Slam matches played is Serena Williams. 

 Serena Williams defeated Japan‘s Kurumi Nara in the French Open second round. It was her 382nd 

match. 

 Novak Djokovic and Rafael Nadal are third and fourth players to have played the greatest number of 

grand slam matches. 

NIHAL SARIN BECOMES THIRD YOUNGEST 2600+ IN THE WORLD: 

 

 India‘s Nihal Sarin became currently the world‘s youngest player to cross 2600 Elo points on FIDE‘s 

rating list. In the 

latest list released 

by FIDE on 

Saturday, the 14-

year-old 

Grandmaster has reached the rating of 2606. 

 This makes him the third youngest player in history after John Burke and Wei Yi. Nihal is now ranked 

ninth in India. 
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INDIA SWEEP MIXED TEAM TITLES TO CONCLUDE BEST EVER ISSF WC PERFORMANCE: 

Context: 
 

 India produced their best performance with a total of 5 gold and a silver medal, to top the medals tally at 

the ISSF World Cup in Munich. 

 India topped the medals tally with five gold and a silver, while second placed China bagged nine medals 

-- two gold, two silver and five bronze medals. 

 The pair of Anjum Moudgil and Divyansh Singh Panwar first won the 10m Air Rifle mixed team gold, 

even as the teenage pair of Manu Bhaker and Saurabh Chaudhary backed them up with the 10m Air 

Pistol mixed team title. 

 India gold medallists included Apurvi Chandela (10m Air Rifle Women), Rahi Sarnobat (25m Pistol 

Women) and Saurabh Chaudhary (10m Air Pistol Men), besides the Mixed Team titles won on the last 

day. 

FRENCH OPEN 

Context: 

 

 Australia‘s Ashley 

Barty and Spain‘s Rafael 

Nadal won the Women‘s 

Singles and Men‘s Singles 

French Open 2019. 

Rafael Nadal has lifted the 

French Open title for the 

12th time. 

 Germany‘s Kevin Krawietz and Andreas Mies won the men‘s doubles event. 

Hungarian Timea Babos and France‘s Kristina Mladenovic won women‘s doubles event. 

 

About the Event 

 The 123rd edition of the French Open was held at the Roland Garros in Paris. 

 It is the second Tennis Grand Slam event of the year. 

 It is played on outdoor clay courts. 

  Australian Open, Wimbledon and US Open are the other Grand slam events of the year. 
 

Other events and winners of French Open 2019 are , 
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COPA AMERICA: Context: 

 

 South America‘s governing 

body of football CONMEBOL 

has invited Australia and Qatar to 

take part in 2020 COPA America. 

 COPA 2020 will be co-hosted by 

Argentina and Colombia. 

 COPA America was established 

in 1916 and is the oldest international 

continental football competition. 

 It is usually played between 10 South American continental teams and 2 special invitees. 

 Qatar and Japan are guest teams at Copa 2019 scheduled to be held in Brazil. 

 

QUICKEST 11000 RUNS: 
Context: 

 

 Virat Kohli broke Sachin Tendulkar's record of being the quickest to 11,000 ODI runs. 

 Kohli took 222 innings to reach the 11k club while Tendulkar needed 276 innings. 

 The India captain has joined the elite club by becoming the third Indian and ninth player overall. 
 

 

The other 2 India players are  

 Sachin Tendulkar - 18,426 runs 

 Sourav Ganguly - 11,363 runs. 
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Fastest 20K runs: 
 

 Virat Kohli became the to 20,000 international runs when he reached 37 during India's 6th match of the 

2019 Cricket World Cup against West Indies in Manchester. 

 Kohli reached the 20000-run mark in only his 417th innings (131 in Tests, 223 in ODIs, and 62 in 

T20Is).  

SUSPENSION OF OLYMPIC STATUS OF AIBA: 

Context: 

 

 International Olympic Committee decided to suspend AIBA's (International Boxing Association) 

Olympic status. 

 Also, the Committee take over the responsibilities of the qualifying and final tournaments for the 2020 

Tokyo Games. 

 AIBA is a sport organization that sanctions amateur (Olympic-style) boxing matches and awards world 

and subordinate championships. 

 It was established in 1946 and headquartered in Lausanne, Switzerland. 
 

KHELO INDIA: 
Context: 

 President Ram Nath Kovind said the new government has decided to widen the spectrum of the 'Khelo 

India Programme' to cover the entire country. 

 He announced this during his address in the joint sitting of the two houses of parliament. 

 Under this programme 2,500 talented players have been selected and are being trained.  

 An additional 2,500 players would get the same facility every year. 

Khelo  India Games: 
 

 It aims to is to revive the sports culture in India at the grass-root level. 

 It is an annual event. First edition – 2018 Delhi; Second edition – 2019 Pune 

 1000 players will be selected from Khelo India Games and will be given 5 Lakh rupees scholarship per 

year for the next 8 years. 

IMPORTANT DAYS: 
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WORLD MILK DAY – JUNE 1 
  

 World Milk Day is observed on June 1 of every year. 

 The day was established by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations in 2001. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GLOBAL DAY OF PARENTS – JUNE 1 
 

 The Global Day of Parents is observed on the 1st of June every year. 

 The Day was proclaimed by the UN General Assembly in 2012 

 The day provides an opportunity to appreciate all parents in all parts of the world for their selfless 

commitment to children and their lifelong sacrifice towards nurturing this relationship. 

 Family-oriented policies can contribute to the achievement of UNSDG (Sustainable Development Goals) 

1 to 5. 
 

INTERNATIONAL SEX WORKERS DAY - JUNE 02 

 International Whores' Day or International Sex Workers Day is observed annually on June 2 of each 

year. 

 It honours sex workers and recognises their often-exploited working conditions. 

WORLD BICYCLE DAY - JUNE 03 
 

 The World Bicycle Day 2019 is celebrated on the June 3 by the U.N in collaboration with 56 other 

countries. 

 This day recognizes "the uniqueness, longevity and versatility of the bicycle, which has been in use for 

two centuries, and that it is a simple, affordable, reliable, clean and environmentally fit sustainable 

means of transportation. 

FINANCIAL LITERACY WEEK: JUNE 3-7 
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 The Financial Literacy Week is an initiative of RBI to promote awareness on key topics every year 

through a focused campaign. 

 Financial Literacy Week 2019 will be observed from June 3-7 on the theme of ―Farmers‖ and how they 

benefit by being a part of the formal banking system. 

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 
 

 World Environment Day (WED) is celebrated on the 5th of June every year. 

 WED was established by the UN General Assembly in 1972 on the first day of the Stockholm 

Conference on the Human Environment. 

 It was first observed on 1974 with the theme "Only One Earth". 

 It is a global day for encouraging worldwide awareness and action to protect our environment. 

 The theme for 2019 is "Air pollution". The host nation is China. 

 The theme for 2018 was "Beat Plastic Pollution". The host nation was India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORLD FOOD SAFETY DAY - JUNE 7: 
 

 The first annual world food safety day was observed on June 7. 

 The theme of the day was ―Food Safety, Everyone‘s Business‖. 

 The day is celebrated to observe the importance of safe food and to reduce the problems related to 

unsafe food. 

 An UNGA resolution in 2018 decided to observe annual World Food Safety day. 
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WORLD OCEAN DAY - JUNE 8 
 

 The World ocean day is observed every year on June 8. 

 The day is to celebrate the majesty of the world's oceans and raise awareness about their preservation. 

 The concept was originally proposed in 1992 by Canada‘s International Centre for Ocean Development 

(ICOD) and the Ocean Institute of Canada (OIC) at the Rio Earth Summit. 

 The Brundtland World Commission on Environment and Development provided the inspiration for the 

global oceans‘ day. 

 The first ocean day was observed in 1992. 
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UN RUSSIAN LANGUAGE DAY – JUNE 6: 
 

 UN Russian Language Day is observed annually on June 6. 

 The event was established by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization in 

2010. 

CORAL TRIANGLE DAY – JUNE 9 
 

 The Coral Triangle Day is celebrated annually on June 9. 

 It was first held on June 10, 2012, as a World Oceans Day. 

 The day is celebrated to raise awareness of the ocean conservation and protection, especially on the 

Coral Triangle. 

 

Coral Triangle: 

  Coral Triangle is the world‘s epicentre of marine biodiversity. 

 It is also called the "Amazon of the seas" 

 It is a roughly triangular area of the tropical marine waters of Indonesia, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, 

Philippines, Solomon Islands and Timor-Leste. 

 It is considered as one of the 3 mega ecological complexes on Earth, together with Congo Basin and the 

Amazon Rainforest. 
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WORLD DAY AGAINST CHILD LABOUR - JUNE 12 
 

 The World Day Against Child Labour is annually observed on June 12. 

 It was first launched in 2002 aiming to raise awareness and activism to prevent child labour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORLD BLOOD DONOR DAY – JUNE 14 

 World Blood Donor Day is celebrated around the world on 14 June.  

 The event serves to thank voluntary, unpaid blood donors for their life-saving gifts of blood and also to 

raise awareness of the need for regular blood donation. 

 The host country for World Blood Donor Day 2019 is Rwanda. 

 The theme for blood donor day 2019 is 'Safe blood for all'. 
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GLOBAL WIND DAY - JUNE 15 
 

 Global Wind Day is a worldwide event that occurs annually on 15 June.  

 It is organised by Wind Europe and Global Wind Energy Council (GWEC).  

 It is a day when adults and children find out about wind energy, its power and the possibilities. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

WORLD ELDER ABUSE AWARENESS DAY – JUNE 15: 

 World Elder Abuse Awareness Day is observed every year on June 15. 

 The day is observed to voice opposition to the abuse and suffering inflicted on elderly people. 

 UN General Assembly officially recognized the day in December 2011 following a request by the 

International Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse. 

 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FAMILY REMITTANCES - JUNE 16 

 The International day of family remittances is observed every year on June 16. 

 This day aims at bringing greater awareness on the impact that these contributions have on millions of 

households, communities, countries, and entire regions. 
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WORLD DAY TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION AND DROUGHT – JUNE 17 
 

 The World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought (WDCDD) is being observed globally on 17 

June. 

 UN General Assembly announced the observance of this day in 1995 on the United Nations Convention 

to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) was drafted. 

 The day is observed every year to promote awareness about desertification and drought and the ways to 

stop desertification. 

 The theme for year 2019 is ―Let‘s Grow the Future Together‖. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

SUSTAINABLE GASTRONOMY DAY - JUNE 18 
 

 Sustainable Gastronomy Day is observed annually on June 18. 

 It emphasizes the need to focus the world‘s attention on the role that sustainable gastronomy can play. 

 The UN General Assembly resolution designated 18 June as annual Sustainable gastronomy day by its 

2016 resolution. 
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GOA REVOLUTION DAY – JUNE 18 
 

 Goa Revolution Day was celebrated on June 18, 2019. 

 Goa got its freedom on 19 December 1961 from Portuguese. 

 But Ram Manohar Lohia initiated struggle for Goa‘s liberation from Portuguese on 18 June 1946. 

 

WORLD SICKLE CELL DAY – JUNE 19: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORLD REFUGEE DAY – JUNE 20   

 World Refugee Day is being observed every year on 20th of June. 

  The theme for 2019 is ―Step with Refugees - Take a Step on World Refugee Day‖. 

  The day celebrates the stories and contributions of refugees and spreads awareness about their condition. 
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SUMMER SOLSTICE – JUNE 21 
 

 The summer solstice day June 21 is the longest day of 2019. 

 It is the start of summer season for regions north of equator. 

 Scientists have estimated that the longest day in Earth‘s history so far likely occurred in 1912. 

 The summer solstice occurs when the sun is directly over the Tropic of Cancer or 23.5 degrees north 

latitude. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL WIDOWS DAY – JUNE 23 
 

 The international widows day is a global awareness day that takes place annually on June 23.  

 The day was launched by the United Nations in 2010. 

 It aims to raise awareness of the violation of human rights that widows suffer in many countries 

following the death of their spouses. 
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INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY-JUNE 21 
 

 International Yoga Day is celebrated every year on 21 June to raise awareness worldwide about the 

benefits of Yoga in daily life. 

 Indian Prime Minister performed yoga along with other participants at Ranchi. 

 Theme of 5th International Yoga Day 2019 is "Climate Action". 

 The United Nations General Assembly on December 11, 2014, announced that June 21 will be seen as 

International Yoga Day or World Yoga Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL DAY AGAINST DRUG ABUSE AND ILLICIT TRAFFICKING – JUNE 26 
 

 This day is observed annually on June 26. 

 The observance was instituted by a UN General Assembly Resolution 1987. 

 It was first observed on 1989. 

 The day aims to strengthen action and cooperation to achieve the goal of an international society free of 

drug abuse. 

 The theme of observance for 2019 is ‗Health for Justice. Justice for Health‘ 
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UN MSME DAY – JUNE 27 
 

 The UN Micro, Small and Medium-sized businesses day is observed annually on June 27. 

 The day is celebrated in recognition of the work of MSMEs in local and global economies. 

 According to the data provided by the International Council for Small Business, MSME‘s make up 90% 

of all firms and account on average for 60-70% of total employment and 50% of GDP. 

 The day is observed since 2017 after a UN General assembly resolution. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL STATISTICS DAY – JUNE 29 
 

 The National Statistics Day is observed annually on June 29.The theme of this year's Statistics Day is 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

 This day commemorates the birth occasion of Professor P C Mahalanobis. 

 He was the chief architect of Indian statistical system as well as father of statistical science in India. 
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INTERNATIONAL ASTEROID DAY - JUNE 30 

 The International Asteroid day is celebrated on June 30 of every year. 

 It is held on the anniversary of the Siberian Tunguska event that took place on June 30, 1908. 

 It was the most harmful known asteroid-related event on Earth in recent history. Day was officially 

declared on December 3, 2014. 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PARLIAMENTARISM - JUNE 30 
 

 June 30 is the day designated by United Nations to celebrate the annual International Day of 

Parliamentarism. 

 It was proclaimed by UN General Assembly in May 2018 to recognise the role of parliaments in 

national plans and strategies. 

Other Important Days: 

World Hydrography day - June 21. 

International Day in Support of Victims of Torture – June 26 

International Olympics Day – June 23 

World Music Day – June 21 

Autism Rights Day – June 18. 

International Picnic Day – June 18. 

International Albinism Awareness Day – June 13 

World Brain Tumour Day – June 8 

Other News: 

 Tax Justice Network has ranked the three British territories, including British Vergin Island, Bermuda 

and Cayman Islands, at the top for enabling corporate tax avoidance across in the world. 

 The Punjab Mail is one of the oldest long-distance trains in the country. It has completed 107 years on 

June 01, 2019.The ―Punjab Limited‖ (former name) made its first journey on June 1st 1912 from 

Mumbai to Peshawar. Peshawar is now part of Pakistan. 

 India has been ranked at 95th among 129 countries on the SDG (Sustainable Development Goals) 

Gender Index. It is a new index developed to measure global gender equality. 

 The Geographical Indication (GI) tag for the ethnic leather Kolhapuri chappalswas awarded to four 

districts in each state of Maharashtra and Karnataka. 
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  Maharashtra - Kolhapur, Sangli, Solapur and Satara districts 

  Karnataka - Belgaum, Dharwad, Bagalkot and Bijapur districts 

 The Balakot strike was code named by Indian Air Force as ―Operation Bandar‖. The Indian Army had 

code-named its heightened operational alert and shoring up of defences along the border as ―Operation 

Zafran". 

 Hemant Pandey head of the Herbal Medicine Division of DRDO's Defence Institute of Bio-energy 

Research (DIBER), Pithoragarh has developed an herbal medicine called ‗lukoskin‖. This herbal drug is 

used to treat leukoderma. 

 The Union Women and Child Development Ministry plans to launch a pilot scheme on ―fortification of 

rice‖ and its dispersal through Public Distribution System. Fortification is a complementary strategy to 

fight malnutrition. 

 International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) has released a report titled ‗Renewable Power 

Generation Costs in 2018‘. 

IRENA 

 \ It was founded in 2009 its treaty entered into force on 8th July 2010 and is headquartered in Masdar 

City, Abu Dhabi.  

 It is the first international organisation to focus exclusively on renewable energy, addressing 

needs in both developed and developing countries. 

 Assam‘s Bongaigaon district authorities have launched a Rs.27.24-lakh project under the MGNREGA to 

plant guava, mango, blackberry and other fruit trees in the Kakoijana Reserve Forest. 

 Flight Lieutenant Mohana Singh has become the first woman fighter pilot to fly a Hawk advanced jet 

aircraft. She achieved the feat at the Kalaikunda Air Force Station in West Bengal. 

 The Former President of India Pratibha Patil has been conferred ―Orden Mexicana del Aguila Azteca‖ 

(Order of the Aztec Eagle), the highest civilian award of Mexico given to foreigners. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi was conferred with the ''Order of the distinguished rule of Nishan 

Izzudeen'' (Nishan Izzudeen Award) by the Maldivian Government. The award was given in recognition 

of his services in the past to cement the longstanding and amicable ties between the two countries. 

 Prime Minister‘s Awards for outstanding contribution for Promotion and Development of Yoga - 2019 

has been announced. The award is given for outstanding contribution for promotion and development of 

Yoga. 
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 Andhra Pradesh chief minister revoked the "General Consent" that barred the Central Bureau of 

Investigation's entry into the state. 

 The latest government order cancels an earlier one issued by Chandrababu Naidu's government. 

 Indian Army and Air Force conducted a joint exercise named "Kharga Prahar‖ in the plains of Punjab.\ 

 The exercise validated many important operational aspects and reinforced a high degree of operational 

preparedness of the Kharga Corps. 

 Traffic Index 2018 published by an Amsterdam based company called TomTomhas ranked Mumbai as 

the most traffic-congested city in the world for the second straight year, and Delhi is ranked at fourth 

place. 

 The Indian Navy hosted ―Maritime Information Sharing Workshop 2019‖ under the aegis of the 

Information Fusion Centre-Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) at Gurugram, Harayana.  

 The two-day event was inaugurated by Vice Admiral MS Pawar, Deputy Chief of the Naval Staff. 

 Maharashtra government has announced a project aimed at providing smoke free environment in the 

kitchen. It is called as named "Chullah free and smoke-free Maharashtra". Chullah is a wood-fired stove. 

 The annual ceremonial bathing ritual of the deities at Sri Jagannath temple has recently been celebrated 

in Puri, Odisha. It is called as Snana Yatra and it observed on the full mon day of the Hindu month of 

Jyeshta. 

 Nagaland has decided to start a variant of the National Register of Citizens similar to the one in Assam. 

It is named as Register of Indigenous Inhabitants of Nagaland (RIIN). 

 

 


